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Introduction 


This book is written mainly for the benefit of genealogists 
and so, tries to provide every available detail of every 
subject which is of any conceivable interest to them. See 
Vol II for more photos and the original news articles most 
of this information came from. I dont guarantee any en- 
tertainment value. 


Design of this Book — The Story is presented in a roughly 
chronological format, but does contain a few early hints 
which anticipate later events in the story. Since this vol- 
ume consists almost entirely of what information could be 
gleaned about each topic from reference sources, and lit- 
tle more, it's sections vary widely in length, and dont re- 
semble the chapters found in more typical books. 

Except in quoted content, dates and locations are usu- 
ally given in shortened form (e. g. Apr 2, 1907, and Atlanta, 
Fulton Co, GA). 

All definitions in the Glossary and scattered through- 
out the text, are based on those from Wiktionary, except 
where indicated. 

Pairs of numbers like “33.75129, -84.39411” for example 
—usually preceded by “@”, “near” or “Coords:—are geo- 
graphic coordinates in decimal format. 

All Sanborn® maps referred to are from 1911 unless oth- 
erwise noted. Note that within any set of map pages, the 
north-south orientations are inconsistent, and often at 
odd angles besides. 

Relative monetary values are calculated from the 
Handbook of Labor Statistics, published by the US. De- 
partment of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics. Indexes 
from 1800 to 1912 and 2021 were estimated (by them, not 
the author) by splicing the following series: 


1. 1800 to 1851—Jndex of Prices Paid by Vermont 
Farmers for Family Living. 

2. 1851 to 1890—Consumer Price Index by Ethel D. 
Hoover; 

3. 1890 to 1912—Cost of Living Index by Albert Rees: 

4. 1890 to 2020—Consumer Price Index: 

Conversions from 1907 to 2020 use the formula: 

[1907 dollars] « (777.7 / 25) = [2020 dollars] 
For example: $10 in 1907 was equal to $10 + (777.7 / 25), 
which equals $311.08. 

I cant prove the identities of some of the people in this 
Story. For now though, I have restricted the coverage to a 
single set of possibilities. See the People and Resources 
sections if you want to research them on your own. 





Notes on spelling variations — Lillie is the nick name of 
Calista Alifaire (Burcéham) Turner. In newspapers, it was 
variously given as Lillian, Lillie, Lily or Lizzie. She was 
said to go by the last name Palmer or Farmer (accounts 
vary), for some of her activities. Her marriage license, 
gives her name as Lillie PARMER, not FARMER nor 
PALMER—I carefully checked both occurrences of her 
name in it for spelling, and they were both clearly 
PARMER. She will be referred to as Lillie or Lillie Turner 
in this text. 

In this book, BURCHAM will be treated as the official, 
correct spelling of Lillies maiden name (it’s possible that 
its actually the surname of her stepfather). Spelling vari- 
ants encountered during this research include: BIRCHEM, 
BIRCHAM, BIRCHUM and BURCHAM. 

The nickname of Lillies brother Simeon Kelly Burcham 
is inconsistently spelled both “Sim” and “Sims” in news ar- 
ticles. Assuming spelling errors are not involved, his 
mother preferred “Sims.” 

The town of Frozen (KY) is also known as Frozen Creek 
and that the town of Shoulder Blade (KY) is often spelled 
Shoulderblade. 


In newspapers, Joseph Franklin Shipp was referred to 
as either a Sheriff, a captain, or without a title, and with 
no apparent pattern. He was once called “Sheriff Frank 
Shipp” despite his first name being “Joseph” although his 
middle name “Franklin” occurred very rarely in print. This 
volume will refer to him as “Captain Shipp” for consis- 
tency. 

In newspapers, Dave “Dudley” Edwards was referred to 
as: Dave Edwards, Dudley Edwards and D. D. Edwards. In 
this book he will be referred to as Dave Edwards. 


Treatment of Peoples Own, Quoted Words — Quotes of 
any persons own words are never edited in any way 
which could potentially affect their meaning. Quotes of 
spoken words may have spelling, punctuation and capital- 
ization corrected, where it’s clear that the errors were not 
due to mistakes of the speaker. Quotes of written words 
however (letters and telegrams, for example), are never 
edited in any way—neither spelling, capitalization nor 
punctuation. It appears very likely though, that newspa- 
pers occasionally improved spoken and written text be- 
fore publishing it. 
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This is the story of 
Calista Alifaire “Lillie’ (Burcham) Turner and 
her husband, Edward “Ed” Turner. 


A Little about Lillie 

















Lillie (Burcham) Turner (age unk) 
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Lillie was from Frozen Creek, Breathitt Co, KY, and once 
taught school there. Her appearance in 1907 was de- 
scribed as very pretty and well-dressed ..her clothes neat 
and stylish. ..her features refined ..her hair—a dark chest- 
nut—brushed back from her forehead in “fashionable 
mode.” ..her eyes blue, with “unusually heavy” eyebrows 
and lashes. Her reputation in Breathitt County “was not 
the best.” 

Her mother said Lillies age in 1907 was 16, that she 
was born in November, which means that she was born in 
Nov 1890. Newspaper articles gave various ages for her, 
based on Lillies own claims and estimates of others. 
These values range from 16 to 20. She was often referred 
to as Ed's “girl wife,” and similar. 

In “the world of sin” She was known as either “Lillie” or 
“Lillian” Palmer. She claimed that “her husband (Ed 
Turner) had led her into a life of Shame,” and news arti- 
cles about her very often described her accordingly. 
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A Little about Ed 





Ed Turner on Feb 26, 1908, at Hamilton Co. jail. 
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Ed Turner—known as “Ned” to his neighbors and relatives 
—was said to be either 24, 27 or 29 years old in 1907 (ac- 
counts vary). Based on his own claims of his age, Ed was 
born in Oct 1883. His marriage license gives his age as 23 
on Sep 18, 1906, which means he was 24 by the time of his 
trial in Oct, 1907. 

According to descriptions from around 1907, he was 5 
feet 8 inches tall, and weighed about 150 pounds. He had 
a “florid” complexion, “quite large” blue eyes, brown hair 
and a “drooping mouth.” And in August of 1907 at least, he 
wore a ‘rather scanty moustache.” 





Drooping mouth — refers to a mouth with down-turned 
corners. (author) 











He lived in Shoulder Blade, Breathitt Co, KY before moving 
to Georgia. Shoulder Blade is 6.8 miles from Lillie’s home 
town (Frozen Creek) as the crow flies, and 14 by road. 

Ed once faced a murder charge in Jackson, KY. He was 
acquitted for lack of evidence. 

In Nov 1904, when 21 years old, he was convicted in 
Breathitt County of “malicious Shooting and wounding.” In 
Nov 1905, after serving one year of his two-year sentence 
in the Frankfort, KY penitentiary, he was pardoned by 
Governor Beckham. 

According to a letter dated Thu, Apr 4, 1907, from S.N. 
Fugate, Deputy Sheriff of Breathitt County, he was still un- 
der bond at Jackson, KY for “another misdeed,” of an un- 
known type. 
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Their First Months of Marriage 


Ed stated that he and Lillie were married on Sep 18, 1906. 
Before her marriage to Ed, Lillie had applied for marriage 
to Elbert Sparks on Jan 12, 1904. The certificate portion of 
the document, where someone could certify that “the rites 
of marriage were legally solemnized,” was left blank. 

Lillie had “a number of lovers before her marriage,” in- 
cluding Ed, and also someone from Jackson, KY who re- 
sembled Dock Harris (Harris will be introduced later). 
When Lillie and Ed married, the “disappointed rival’—the 
man who at least resembled Harris—‘spoke of vengeance” 
and followed them to Jackson, KY, to Cartersville, GA, and 
then to Marietta, GA, where Ed opened a restaurant. Later, 
the couple moved to Cartersville, GA, '! where Ed opened a 
restaurant. His rival followed them there also, but was 
driven out by a lawsuit which Ed filed, and the rival fled to 
a nearby town. 

As the footnote below says, the article actually said 
"Centersville’. but based on the context, it very likely 
meant “Cartersville”. For the record though, there are five 
towns in Georgia named “Centerville” (notice there is no 
“s’)—there being one each in: Early, Elbert, Gwinnett, 
Houston and Talbot counties. The Centerville in Gwinnett 
County—the closest to the Atlanta area—is about 20 miles 
east of Atlanta (@ 33.80302, -84.04007). The next closest 
is the one in Talbot County, and is about 75 miles as the 
crow flies. 

According to a source in Whiteside, Marion Co, TN, Ed 
was employed at the Etna (also spelled “Aetna’) mines un- 
tila few months before Mon, Apr 8, 1907. The men at the 
mines though, had found out that he was an ex-convict 
and had made it intolerable for him, so he left. Etna Mines, 
TN is near: 35.01257, -85.49608. 


1 The article said “Centersville,” but very likely meant “Cartersville” 
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Ed and Lillie moved to Atlanta, GA, “some eight weeks” 
before Wed, Apr 3, 1907. “During the big snow in January,” 
they moved to Cartersville, Bartow Co, GA. The two claims 
of their date of arrival in Cartersville dont agree per- 
fectly: eight weeks before Wed, Apr 3, 1907 was Wed, Feb 
6, 1907—which was not in the month of January. Addition- 
ally, [ve found no record of any “big snow’ in the area 
around that time (Perhaps I missed it?). 


The Turner Restaurant 


Ed bought a half interest in a restaurant from Wil- 
liam F. Maffett, which was in the basement of the Brad- 
ley Building in Cartersville. ? Lillies mother described it as 
“kind of a lunch counter.” According to a memorandum 
which was found, the consideration for the half interest 
was a mere $75 ? —suggesting the business was an “unim- 
portant” one. It was named The Turner Restaurant. It was 
“considered a first-class place, and everything went on 
smoothly” until about two weeks before Apr 3 (that would 
be about Mar 20, 1907). It was said by someone there that 
Ed displayed an “insanely jealous nature,” and that he 
“watched his wife with the eye of a hawk constantly.” 

Maffett later swore that Ed threatened several times to 
cut Lillies throat. 


2 The Bradley Building, 5 South Public Square, Cartersville, Bartow 
Co, GA, @34.16583, -84.79646 
3. $75 = $2,333.10 in 2020 
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Lillie Banished from Cartersville 


Soon after moving to Cartersville, they were both being 
talked about due to their conduct, especially Lillie) who 
was put down as having ‘loose morals.” Lillies reputation 
got worse and worse. Some rumors about her were 
enough to concern J. A. Henderson—the city marshal— 
and compel him to investigate. After shed spent about one 
month in the town, on Mon, Mar 25, 1907, the city marshal 
—having decided the rumors were true and that her be- 
havior was intolerable—escorted Lillie to the [railroad] 
Station and banished her from town. 

Another account says the marshal “gave her twelve 
hours’ notice to leave the town.” She told Ed about this, so 
Ed went to the “chief of police” the following morning, and 
asked him why. He was told that it was “on account of her 
immoral conduct since we had been in the town, and that 
it had grown to be such a nuisance, that she could not be 
tolerated any longer.” Lillie left town that day (Tuesday) 
“on the next train for Atlanta.” This was either train No. 3, 
or No. 93, which were scheduled to depart from Carters- 
ville at 5:29 AM and 10:00 AM respectively. The train ride 
was 48 miles according to the schedule. 

Her stay in Atlanta was intended by both her and Ed, to 
be temporary—to last only long enough for him to ‘wind 
up his little affairs, in Cartersville, after which they 
planned to go back to Breathitt County, together. Lillie 
ae became an outcast in Atlanta, during her brief stay 
there. 

During the next six days—Tue, Mar 26 through Sun, 
Mar 31—Ed went back and forth between Cartersville and 
Atlanta, while ‘winding up his business. He had closed 
down the restaurant by the afternoon of Sun, Mar 31, 
1907, and left Cartersville for Atlanta. 
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According to The Atlanta Journal + 


On Fri, Mar 29, Ed and Lillie came to Atlanta and “stopped 
at a South Pryor Street hotel” 5° Later, Ed returned to 
Cartersville, but came back to Atlanta Sunday afternoon 
when he caused the arrest of his wife and a “railroad man 
named J. E. Jones.” 

W. F. Maffett, swore that he “knew he saw Turner in 
Cartersville’ every day from Thu, Mar 28, through Sun, 
Mar 31, 1907, inclusive. Ed was seen “at least several 
times” during that period by city marshal J. A. Henderson 
and probably every one of those four days according to 
the marshal. 

Maffett said he had known Ed and Lillie a total of 
“about 6 or 7 weeks,” before they moved to Atlanta (that 
would be since Feb 10 or Feb 17, 1907). 


A Carousal on the River 


Ed, Lillie, J. E. Jones, F. F. Reeves, plus “other men and lewd 
women” went out for a carousal (or “jubilee’) at a place 
across the Chattahoochee River from Atlanta on Fri, Mar 
29, 1907. 





Carousal — a noisy feast or social gathering, often with 
much alcohol consumption. 











A woman named Effie was also there. She was claimed by 
Reeves to have been “robbed of $27, taken from her stock- 
ing’ and that Ed was accused of the theft. Effie was about 
to call for the police when Ed gave Reeves $17 to hand to 


4 Asrepublished in the Chattanooga News 
5 Very likely referring to the Germania Hotel at 31% S. Pryor St. 
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her. According to Reeves, Ed gave him a pistol to carry for 
him, telling him that he did not want to be arrested with 
the gun on him. ® 

Jones and Reeves swore to this story, but Ed denied 
ever being there. Ed tried to bolster his denial by stating 
that Lillie was driven out of Cartersville, GA on the Mon- 
day before, but that he had remained until the following 
Sunday. 


6 $17 = $528.84 in 2020, and $27 = $839.92 in 2020 
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A Wild Goose Chase 


Jones and Reeves... ——— In 1907, J. E. Jones—a native of 
Atlanta—was either a ‘railroad man” or a “box-maker” by 
trade, or maybe both. He was married, but separated. F. F. 
Reeves was a friend of Jones. When both were mentioned 
together, they were usually referred to as: “youths,” “At- 
lanta boys,” or “two young men from Atlanta.” 

According to Jones and Reeves ... — J. E. Jones made two 
seemingly conflicting claims about meeting Ed and Lillie. 
According to one of his claims, he met them a “short time 
before” Apr 3, in Cartersville. His other claim was that he 
and Reeves first met Lillie at the Germania Hotel—a 
rooming house. Perhaps it was more a matter of degree— 
seeing them and saying hello, while still Strangers, versus 
actually becoming acquainted. Much later—on Sat, Oct 5, 
1907, during Ed's trial—he testified that Lillie had told him 
that Ed had made her stay with a man in a hotel there. Ed 
did not deny this statement. 

Ed was said by Jones to have “placed” Lillie in the Geor- 
gia Hotel, 222 W. Mitchell St—a place Jones claimed to be 
disreputable—and that Ed used her as a “cat’s-paw’ to en- 
righ himself. This presumably occurred around Mar 25, 
1907—when she was banished from Cartersville. Ed didnt 
live there himself, but went there occasionally to get 
money from her. 





Cat’s-paw / cats-paw — someone who acts in another’s 
interest, unknowingly or through trickery. 











Jones “went back to” the hotel Friday night and saw Lillie 
there, but Ed “came in late.” Saturday morning, Jones and 
Reeves went back to the Germania Hotel but did not see 
Ed that day, but did see him Sunday night, when Ed 
brought the police up to the Georgia Hotel where Jones 
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and Lillie had moved, and had them arrested. The two 
were taken to the station house, where someone put up 
collateral and got Lillie out, and Joe Warren put up $25.75, 
which got Jones out. It was said in Ed’s presence, that Ed 
put up the money, Jones insisted. Afterwards, Jones went 
to the Georgia Hotel and Ed and Lillie were there. Lillie 
told Jones that She was going to Chattanooga and wanted 
him—Jones—to go with her. ’ 


According to Ed: 

(a) On the afternoon of Sun, Mar 31, 1907, Ed asked 
for Lillie at the Germania Hotel where Lillie had 
told him in a letter that She was “stopping.” He was 
told she was not stopping there, but instead, was 
Stopping at the Georgia Hotel. 

(b) Ed went to the Georgia Hotel and asked for Lillie. 
The clerk told him she wasn't there. 

(c) Ed went back to the Germania Hotel and was 
again told by the clerk that “he knew she was at 
the Georgia Hotel” 

(d) Ed then got two policemen to go with him to the 
Georgia Hotel to help him search for Lillie. The po- 
licemen went through the hotel, and about 10:30 
PM, they found her in bed with J. E. Jones in a room 
in which they were registered under “some as- 
sumed name as man and wife.” Ed accused them of 
“being too intimate,” and they were arrested for 
“disorderly conduct” at Ed's insistence, and “taken 
to police headquarters.” A little later, while in the 
police barracks, Jones claimed to one of the offi- 
cers that he didnt know Lillie was married until 
the arrest. 


7 $25.75 = $801.03 in 2020 
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Stopping — staying for the night, or perhaps for a rest. 
(author) 











Lillie called Ed on the telephone and “begged him to come 
and get her.” Ed bailed them both out of jail at a cost of 
$25.75 each—a total of $51.50. He bailed out Lillie first 
—"sShortly before midnight’"—and took her back to the 
Georgia Hotel and they stayed the night, in the same 
room where he had found her in bed with Jones. 

Lillie told Ed that She wouldn't go back to Cartersville 
with him unless he bailed out Jones. At 2:30 AM the next 
morning (Monday), prompted by Lillie’s ultimatum, Ed re- 
turned to the jail and bailed out Jones. Although most ac- 
counts said that Ed paid the full amount, one said he only 
paid $10 and that the remainder was paid by friends of 
Jones. 

To Jones, Ed said “Foolishness has cost me $51.50 
tonight.” Jones would later testify he was actually bailed 
out by Joe Warren. 

The Atlanta Journal of Apr 4, 1907, reported that at the 
time of the bail-out, Ed threatened Lillie, saying that if She 
didn't “give up Jones,” he would kill her. 

After leaving the jail, Jones went to the Georgia Hotel 
where he again saw Ed and Lillie. Lillie told him she was 
going to Chattanooga and wanted him—Jones—to go with 

er. 

F. F. Reeves and Jones went to the depot, and Ed asked 
them to go to Marietta, GA with them. Both Ed and Lillie 
wanted Jones to go with them to Kentucky, where they 
said they would be going later. 

As Jones said in his testimony later, on Sat, Oct 5, 1907, 
“Reeves and I went to Marietta on a trolley car and then 
back to Atlanta, where we took a train for Chattanooga.” ® 


8 $10 = $311.08 in 2020 and $51.50 = $1602.06 in 2020 
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According to One Newspaper —— Below, is the original 
account published in an issue of The Atlanta Journal (as 
republished in the Chattanooga News on Fri, Apr 5, 1907): 


Lillie Palmer, the eighteen-year-old girl who was Tues- 
day found in an abandoned railroad cut near Lookout 
Mountain, Chattanooga, Tenn., with her throat cut from 
ear to ear, has visited in Atlanta on several occasions. She 
is the wife of Ed Turner, a restaurant man of Cartersville, 
Ga. 

On last Friday, Turner and his wife came to Atlanta and 
stopped at a South Pryor street hotel. Later Turner re- 
turned to Cartersville, but came back to Atlanta Sunday af- 
ternoon when he caused the arrest of his wife and a rail- 
road man named J. E. Jones. The husband accused the 
couple with being too intimate. 

Some hours after the pair were locked up at police head- 
quarters, Turner relented and put up collateral for his 
wife’s appearance at police court on Monday morning. A 
stormy scene resulted when Mrs. Turner informed her hus- 
band that she would not go back to Cartersville with him 
unless he also secured the release of Jones. 

After a heated conversation, the irate husband agreed to 
contribute ten dollars toward Jones’ collateral, friends of 
the railroad man making up the balance. According to wit- 
nesses, Turner then informed his wife that if she did not 
give up Jones, he would kill her. The Turners later left for 
Chattanooga on a trip and it is said Jones followed them. 
The next heard of the trio was a dispatch telling of the 
woman’s murder and the arrest of Jones. 
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It is here we learn that J. E. Jones was a ‘railroad man’— 
not as specific a description of his occupation as one 
would like, but it is something. 


Note: 

(1) The Atlanta Journal reported that the arrests of 
Lillie and Jones were on Fri, Mar 29, 1907, where- 
as Ed claimed them to have been on Sun, Mar 31, 
1907. 

(2) The Atlanta Journal reported that Ed and Lillie 
Stopped at a hotel on South Pryor Street on Fri, 
Mar 29, 1907. Ed, however, claimed he had stayed 
in Cartersville from Tue, Mar 26 until the after- 
noon of Sun, Mar 31. 

(3) The Atlanta Journal reported that after a heated 
conversation, the irate Ed agreed to contribute 
$10 toward Jones’ bail, with friends of Jones mak- 
ing up the balance. According to witnesses, Ed 
told Lillie that if she did not give up Jones, he 
would kill her. 


Lillie’s Letter to Mrs. Warren 


Lillie wrote a letter addressed to her boarding house 
mistress, Mrs. Fannie Warren, ° at 31% Pryor St, Atlanta, 
Ga., and gave it to J. E. Jones to be mailed the morning of 
Tue, Apr 2, 1907, but it was never mailed. It was signed ei- 
ther “Lizzie Palmer,” or “Lillie Farmer,” depending on whos 
account you accept. It was written on “regular letter pa- 
per with a lead pencil, and in a plain hand,” containing “er- 
rors’ and “bad spelling,” and is Shown on the following 


page: 


9 The Chattanooga Star gave her name as “Warner” 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., April 2, '07 
Mrs. Fannie Warren: Dearest Friend I will write you to let 
you know where I am. Well, Mrs. Warren, I am coming 
back this afternoon. 
My little friend come on here. He come on the next train 
after I got here. I am going to leave Ed this evening and 
come back down there until all this talk all gets out, I 
don’t now what anyone wanted to do that way for. Well, 
Miss Warren, when Mamie brings my washing, you take it 
for me, and I will pay you twice as much as you to give 
for it. Well, Mrs. Warren, I will close by saying I will let 
you know where I stop in town. I will call you up and 
let you know. Good bye, 

LIZZIE PALMER. 
(The Tennessean, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 9) 


The house number was actually reported as 3’, but was 
certainly intended to be 31%, which is that of the Germa- 
nia Hotel as it was known as early as 1902, and as late as 
1905, where a Mrs. Annie Warren was listed as proprietor 
in the 1906 and 1907 Atlanta directories. In fact, she re- 
portedly “made her home for a while at the Germania 
House, at 31%2 South Pryor street.” 
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Ed and Lillie go to Chattanooga '° 


Dock Harris—the “Mysterious Countryman” — Dock Har- 
ris was a ‘tall, slim youth,” and a self-proclaimed detective. 
He was often referred to as the “mysterious countryman,” 
or the “unknown countryman,” or simply the “country- 
man, until Thu, Apr 4, 1907, when he was identified as 
Dock Harris, of Resaca, Gordon Co, GA. 

In Atlanta, while he was a complete stranger to the 
Turners, he thought Ed and Lillies “movements seemed 
suspicious” and so decided to follow them on their trip to 
Chattanooga. He later claimed that he had never seen ei- 
ther of the two before that time. 

According to Ed —— He was not in Atlanta on the Satur- 
day before the killing, nor was he ever on the “river de- 
bauch’ (the “carousal” or “jubilee’) there. On the day of the 
debauch, he was ‘winding up his affairs’ in Cartersville in 
preparation for going to Atlanta to meet Lillie and take 
her “back home.” 





Debauch — an orgy. 











On Mon, Apr 1, 1907—the day after the arrests of Lillie 
and Jones—Ed and Lillie left Atlanta for Breathitt County. 
Jones ‘came to them on the street; and followed them to 
the depot in Atlanta and from there to Marietta) GA—a 
suburb of Atlanta—where the couple took a train headed 
for Chattanooga, leaving Jones behind. It was probably 
train No. 92 which was scheduled to depart at 5:34 PM. 
On the train, Lillie and Ed made the acquaintance of Ed 
Kelly, a traveling salesman. 


10 Train-related information is based on schedules from the period. The 
distances given in schedules appear to be the accumulated straight- 
line distances between stops (when compared with a modern map). 
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Some Undisputed Information — They were scheduled 
to arrive in Cartersville—a 28-mile trip from Marietta, 
lasting 56 minutes—by 6:30 PM, where Ed got off the 
train and talked with some people he knew there, telling 
them that he was going with his wife to their former 
home in Kentucky, and that she was taking the train with 
him. The couple then continued on, arriving in Chat- 
tanooga at 9:40 PM Monday night (the train was actually 
scheduled to arrive by 9:25 PM). The trip from Marietta to 
Chattanooga was 118 miles and would have lasted about 4 
hours and 6 minutes, and at an average speed of around 
28.8 mph. 

J. E. Jones had planned to ride with Ed and Lillie, but de- 
cided instead to go to Atlanta first. There in Atlanta, he 
was joined by his friend F. F. Reeves, and the two took the 
next train to Chattanooga—probably No. 4, which was 
scheduled to leave at 8:50 PM and arrive by 1:08 AM on 
Tuesday morning. The trip was 138 miles according to the 
schedule: 

Captain W. H. Holland was the night station master at 
the Union Depot in Chattanooga. When Ed and Lillie ar- 
rived, Holland noticed their presence, and also that Lillie 
did not want to leave the depot until Jones and Reeves 
came, but she was finally persuaded to do so. 

Ed and Lillie Turner, together with Ed Kelly, went to the 
Conner House on Market Street. Rather than remain at 
the Conner House, Ed Turner went to the depot to wait for 
Jones to arrive. Jones arrived shortly after 1AM. along 
with Reeves. Another account says they “spent the night 
at the American House near Fifth and Market streets.” 

More of Ed's Version —— On the morning of Tue, Apr 2, 
1907, Ed and Lillie went to the depot to ask when they 
could catch a train to “their home’ (to a station in or near 
Shoulderblade, KY). When Ed got to the depot, he left Lillie 
Standing outside while he went in to ask the agent about 
the train schedule. He was told it would be several hours 
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before they could board their train. Ed then came back 
out to join Lillie and as he exited the Union Depot, he saw 
J. E. Jones there talking to Lillie in front of the depot. When 
Ed “appeared on the scene,” Jones “turned and walked 
away. Ed rejoined Lillie, and the couple walked towards 
Market Street from the Union Depot. 

Since they had “several hours’ to wait before their train 
was ready, they decided to go to “some point of interest.” 
They asked for advice on where to go, and were told that 
Lookout Mountain would be a good trip for them, so that’s 
where they went. Ed asked a streetcar conductor how to 
get to Lookout Mountain, and was told which car to ride. 
When their car came along, Ed and Lillie got on it and 
Started on their way. They had only been on the car a 
Short time, when Jones and Reeves boarded the car (Ed 
didn't know Reeves’ name until sometime later). When 
they arrived at Mountain Junction, Jones and Reeves got 
off and went across the street towards the J/ncline. Ed 
took Lillie and went up “the big road—the wagon road 
that leads up the mountain.” Ed said he did this to avoid 
Jones, because he (Jones) had been in bed with Lillie, and 
had followed them all the way to the mountain. Ed said he 
decided that if he could take Lillie and walk up that 
“wagon road” and avoid contact with the two men, it 
would be better for him to walk than to “take the chances 
of going on the /ncline in company’ with them. 

After they had gone some distance up the mountain, 
Ed talked to Lillie, “chiding her” for the way she had been 
conducting herself, and for the life She was leading. He 
told her that she could have lived a happy life and made 
him a happy man, and that instead of doing so, she had 
been untrue. He told her that she had caused these men 
to follow her there, and he begged her to “quit the life she 
had been leading” and to go to their native county to 
make him a “true and loving wife.” She replied to this “with 
an oath,” that She would “do as she pleased; that She was 
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not going to quit leading the life She was leading.” This so 
enraged Ed that, “in a fit of passion,” with the open whit- 
tling knife he was still holding, he “wheeled and struck the 
blow which took her life.” He struck her because of his 
“extreme love for Lillie,” not with murderous intent. Hed 
loved Lillie more than anything on earth, and ‘had she 
been true to him, he would've been a happy man. 

After he killed Lillie, Ed went back to the streetcar line 
and boarded the streetcar, going to Chattanooga to give 
himself up, and to confess the murder and explain why 
hed done it. After he ridden some distance, he changed 
pis sate: got off the car and went cross country to Ken- 
tucky. 

Some Undisputed Facts — The next morning, the four— 
Ed and Lillie Turner, Jones and Reeves—met “by appoint- 
ment” to go to the mountain together. Ed Kelly also met 
with them, but said he had to catch the morning train to 
Cincinnati, and so, couldn't go with_them. Lillie and the 
three men took a car to St. Elmo. Mr. Frank Pogue—a 
“well-known contractor’—was on the same car going out 
from the city and observed the quartet. The men were 
“somewhat under the influence of liquor, and boisterous 
enough to attract attention.” The foursome got off at First 
Street. Jones and Reeves walked back to the Jncline sta- 
tion. 
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Witness Accounts 


There were several partial accounts of 
what happened on the days surrounding Lillies 
murder—some of which conflict with others 
They are presented below. 


According to Jones and Reeves — Jones admitted his illicit 
relations with Lillie and stated that She had asked him to 
take her to Chattanooga, to help her get away from Ed. In- 
Stead though, both Lillie and Ed came to Chattanooga to- 
gether, after making an appointment with Jones to follow 
them. He also reluctantly admitted that he really came to 
Chattanooga to “steal” Lillie away from Ed. 

As Told by Jones, Reeves and Others —— Ed, Lillie, Jones 
and Reeves met that fateful Tuesday morning. Jones and 
Reeves spotted Dock Harris—the “countryman’—follow- 
ing them and tried to ‘run him off.” Harris was not de- 
terred. The four boarded a car bound for St. Elmo, a small 
town outside Chattanooga, near the foot of Lookout 
Mountain shortly before 11 AM. Dock Harris also got on. 
To “avoid suspicion" (for what!?), Jones and Reeves sat ina 
seat apart from Lillie and Ed. The group never-the-less at- 
tracted attention. Passengers especially observed Lillie, 
who was wearing a black silk dress, and a white Easter 
bonnet trimmed with green and red flowers. They also 
drew the attention of the motorman, George Kilgore so 
much that he was later able to describe all of them in de- 
tail. Since Lillie was overheard exclaiming, "I'll die before I 
go homel” it was thought that Ed had been urging Lillie to 
go home with him. 

While on the car, Jones and Reeves became acquainted 
with three “youths” known as “the Crowe brothers.” When 
the car arrived at the No. 2 Incline they formed two 
groups: Ed and Lillie left from the rear end of the car, 
while Jones, Reeves and the Crowe brothers all left the 
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car from the front end and “hurried” to the office to get 
tickets for the Jncline—a place where the public could, 
and still can, take train rides straight up the steep, east- 
ern slope of Lookout Mountain. This second group did not 
immediately notice that Ed and Lillie, instead of joining 
them, continued afoot toward Mountain Junction, going 
through a gate a short distance from the Incline station 
and starting up the mountain. When they turned around 
though, they saw them walking away along the “mountain 
drive-way,” with Harris following about 25 yards (75 feet) 
behind them. They saw the three disappear around a 
bend in the road, and that was the last time any of that 
group saw Lillie alive. 

Ed was annoyed at being followed by Harris, and so he 
turned around and threatened him several times to dis- 
courage him, but he merely lagged back further behind 
them, to the extent they couldnt see him any longer. 

Servants of houses along the road claimed to have 
seen the three pass, but claimed that there was one man 
walking ahead, rather than behind, and that he's the one 
who fit Ed’s description, while the man walking with Lillie 
fit Harris’ description. 

Some time after 4:30 PM, Ed was walking along the 
county pike, about “fifty yards” from its intersection with 
the railroad track. It was here that he passed Mrs. J. W. 
Gentry and a ‘lady friend” of hers as they were walking 
along the county pike toward St. Elmo, returning from 
Mrs. Gentry’s farm at “Gowen Springs.” ' The women had 
left the farm at about 4:30 PM. They hadnt yet heard of 
Lillie being murdered. The women noticed that Ed’s hands 
and the sleeves of his coat were bloody. Ed turned his 
head away as they passed, but afterward, he looked back 
at them. They watched him until he disappeared from 
their sight. Mrs. Gentry thought that he must have been in 
a fight considering his hands were “all bloody” and that he 


11 Most likely meant “Blowing Spring” @34.9783333, -85.3372222 
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“did not seem to be hurt.” She said as much to her friend. 
Ed “cut across some fields’ to get to the railroad, instead 
of going to the intersection. 

“The boys” waited around the office for about one hour, 
then Jones saw Ed apparently trying to hide between 
some houses. A car came by, and Ed ran to catch it—"both 
hands clutching his coat, which he was evidently endeav- 
oring to button closely about him.” Jones also caught the 
car, and then he asked Ed where Lillie was. Ed said, “why 
She went to town long ago.” Ed went on to Chattanooga, 
while Jones got off the car, then Jones and the others 
Started a search for Lillie. They failed to find her, so they 
returned to the city. They didnt find her there either. 

Towards evening, Jones and Reeves started back for 
the mountain, where they met Deputy Sheriff Perkins, and 
told him about Lillies disappearance. Perkins took them 
both into custody. 

Sometime after taking the car to the city—perhaps 
minutes or even days later as far as one can tell from re- 
ports—Ed fled the Chattanooga area and went to the 
home of George Combs, his brother-in-law in Estill Co, KY, 
presumably by train. Variations of George's surname that 
I've encountered during this research include: Combs, 
Combes and McCombs. 





“Walking-Time” Math 
The time it takes to walk about “fifty yards” is 20.5 
to 51.1 seconds for speeds of 2 to 5 mph, considering 
that: 50 yds = 0.02841 miles, and 0.02841 * 3600 sec 
per hr = 102.273 = 1 minute plus 42.273 sec 
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A Telegram Regarding Lillie 


The Chattanooga Star received the reply below to a tele- 
gram it had sent on Thu, Apr 4, 1907, to Jackson, KY. The 
reply came from S. N. Fugate, Deputy Sheriff of Breathitt 
County: 


Jackson, Ky., April 4, 1907, 
Chattanooga Star, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Ed Turner married Lillie F. Bircham about one 
year ago. She was pretty and about sixteen years 
old. Her reputation was not the best. 

S. N. Fugate, Deputy Sheriff 

(Chattanooga Star, Thu, Apr 4, 1907, Page 1) 
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A Story from a Witness 


On the night of Thu, Apr 4, 1907, a story was told at the 
Sheriff's office by Mrs. J. W. Gentry, a woman who lives at 
St. Elmo, but has a farm at Blowing Spring. (was “Gowen 
Springs’ in The Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, but the 
Chattanooga News, Sat, Apr 6, 1907, Page 16 mentions “her 
farm at Blowing Springs.’) The story—which was summa- 
rized here a few pages back—went basically as follows: 


Tuesday, she and a lady friend walked to the farm to 
look after some cattle. They returned in the afternoon at 
about 4:30 o'clock, walking back to St. Elmo along the 
county pike. 

They had not walked more than about fifty yards from 
the intersection of the pike with the railroad track, when 
they passed a man walking south. The man fit the de- 
scription of Ed Turner completely. 

Even though the two ladies had not yet heard about Lil- 
lie’s murder, the man’s actions never-the-less attracted 
their attention. As he passed them, he turned his head 
away, but afterwards they saw him looking back. 

He wore a light suit of clothes, and his hands and the 
sleeves of his coat were bloody. “That man must have 
been in a fight,” Mrs. Gentry remarked. “His hands are 
all bloody, but he does not seem to be hurt himself.” 
They watched him until he disappeared from their sight. 
He did not go as far as the intersection of the roads, but 
cut across some fields to the railroad tracks, where they 
lost sight of him. 

(Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 1) 
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According to Dock Harris 


Dock Harris’ Public Statement —— On or after Mon, Apr 8, 
1907, Dock Harris—the “mysterious countryman’—talked 
with a reporter. Though reluctant at first, he gave his first 
public statement to a Chattanooga Star reporter, which is 
Shown below: 


I don’t know anything at all about them people what I 
afterwards heerd was named Turner. I don’t know any- 
thing about the killing. The papers has misrepresented me 
from the start. I haven't followed either Turner or his wife 
for two weeks, as a paper said. I never seed them till the 
day before the murder, when I ran acrost them in Marietta. 

Two weeks ago, on a Wednesday I went from the tunnel 
here, where I was working to Ellijay, Georgia, to visit a 
sister. On the next Monday I got on the train and got off at 
Marietta. There's where [I] met the man and woman and 
the two fellows that was with them. I ain't no sheriff and 
no detective, but they acted suspicious like, and I followed 
them to Atlanta, and then to here. We came here Monday 
night. I stayed that night in a hotel near the depot. The 
next morning I went to the Union depot restaurant to get 
something to eat and I met them again. They was still act- 
ing queer, and I kept following them. 

When we went to the mountain. I got off with them at the 
incline, But I did not follow them up the road. I started up 
the road about an hour later to look for a man who used to 
live on the mountain named Sower. I don’t know if he 
lives there now, but he used to. I couldn’t find him, so I 
went back to Alton Park to look for a job in a spoke 
works. After that I went back to the tunnel. 
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I talked too much to the tunnel boys and said a lot of rot I 
hadn’t ought to have said about following a man and a 
woman up the mountain. I was only kidding them though. 
I didn’t know a thing about the killing. 

I’m only a country boy and hadn’t ought to have gone to 
the city. They're trying to drag me into this crime, and I 
am as innocent of it as you are. I only wish they would 
capture Turner. I would go myself and search the whole 
country for him if they would furnish me the means and a 
good man to go with me and a good disguise. I would 
need a good disguise, because Turner would know me— 
that is my face—and would kill me like he did his wife. 
(Chattanooga Star, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 2) 


Harris gave the reporter enough information to construct 
the following summary: 

Dock Harris got acquainted with the Turners, and 
slightly with Jones and Reeves at the depot in Marietta, 
GA. At that time they were talking about going to Chat- 
tanooga, and Ed said he was going back to his home in 
Kentucky. Since he had become acquainted with the four 
of them and was coming to this city on the same train, 
Harris said he sat down in a seat near that occupied by 
Ed and Lillie. On the way, he had various conversations 
with Lillie. who seemed to be at “outs” with Ed, who was 
drinking heavily. She first told Harris that Ed was her 
brother, but later told him that Ed was her husband. He 
said that Ed, whose name he did not know at first, kept in- 
sisting that he and his wife were going to return to Ken- 
ew: but Lillie insisted that she was going back to At- 
anta. 

The next day, Harris said he met the couple at the 
Union Depot and saw Jones and Reeves there with them. 
He didn't know the names of Jones and Reeves at that 
time. After walking about over town, sometimes with one 
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and sometimes another, Harris caught the same car on 
which Ed, Lillie, Jones and Reeves were riding, and they all 
got off at Incline Station No. 2. Ed and Lillie walked out to 
the marble yard near the /ncline and then turned up a 
road toward the side of the mountain. Harris suggested to 
a youth, whom he called a “kid,” to follow, but the “kid” did 
not go along, and Harris went a short distance, but never 
saw either of them again until he saw Ed late that after- 
noon. 

Harris’ interactions with Ed and Lillie occurred “some- 
where about noon on that day.” Afterward, Harris left St. 
Elmo for a few hours, going to Alton Park, where he in- 
quired for work. He was promised a job, but decided to re- 
turn to St. Elmo and from there to Lookout tunnel camp, 
where he had been employed, and get some money that 
was coming to him. It was while going to the camp that he 
saw Ed walking hastily in the direction of the tunnel camp 
also, and it was then that he heard of the murder of a girl 
on the side of the mountain. While in St. Elmo at this time, 
he heard the talk about the murder and saw the “dead 
wagon, which the people told him contained the body of 
the girl. He also heard the girls description given and felt 
satisfied that it was “the wife, or rather the woman who 
was with Turner.” 

The reason Harris claimed he left the city the next 
morning, is that he had been offered a job at Estelle, GA, 
and he decided to go back and accept it. After discovering 
that he was wanted in Chattanooga, he decided he would 
return and tell all he knew. 
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Some of the things Harris said: 


.that he was only a “country boy” and shouldnt 
have come to the city. 

.that two weeks before, on a Wednesday, he went 
from "the tunnel,” in Chattanooga, where he was 
working, to Ellijay, Gilmer Co, GA, to visit a sister. 
that the “next Monday’—after visiting his sister in 
Ellijay—he took the train to Marietta, GA, and that's 
when he saw Ed and Lillie. That's also where he 
met them and “the two fellows’—Jones & Reeves— 
that were with them. 

.that they “acted suspicious like.” so he followed 
them to Atlanta, and later to Chattanooga. 

.that he arrived in Chattanooga on Monday night 
and stayed in a hotel near the depot. The next 
morning, he went to the Union Depot Restaurant 
for a meal, and met them again. They were Still 
“acting queer,” so he kept following them. 

.that he had never claimed to be a deputy sheriff. 
(Witnesses however, insisted that he did and that 
he had even offered to arrest Ed and Lillie—if he 
could have another man to help him). 

.that when Ed and Lillie went to the mountain, he 
got off with them at the Jncline, but did not follow 
them up the road. He started up the road about an 
hour later to find a man that used to live on the 
mountain named Sower. He couldn't find him, so he 
went back down to Alton Park to get a job ina 
ORS works.” After that, he went back to the tun- 
nel. 





Spoke works — a factory where wheels and spokes are 
made. 











..that he had returned by the same road he took up 
the mountain, and that he even went as far as Al- 
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ton Park. (note that Jones, Reeves and the Crowe 
brothers said they did not see Harris return), 

¢ ..that he was walking through St. Elmo from Alton 
Park about 4 o'clock that afternoon, when Ed, 
seeming “very much excited,” came up behind him 
and followed him as far as the Chattanooga Medi- 
cine Co. plant and then disappeared. 

¢ ..that at the tunnel, he talked to the men there, “kid- 
ding them” about following Ed and Lillie up the 
mountain, and so on. ” 

¢ ..that he stayed in Chattanooga for a day after the 
murder, then, being frightened by implications 
against himself in the newspapers, he fled the city. 
(Another account said he discovered that he was 
wanted by the police from some newspapers he 
was reading, while he was already on the train out 
of town). 

¢ ..that he would search the whole country for Ed if 
he was furnished: the means; a “good man’ and a 
“good disguise.” He wanted a disguise, because Ed 
ew what he looked like, and would recognize 

im. 

¢ ..that he only had a little money at the time of the 
murder—from the sale of some cotton. (Witnesses 
however, said they saw him show a large roll of 
bills that day. Another account said he displayed 
“two packages of money’ and that he had claimed 
at the time that each one contained $500. " ) 


12 See: The Chattanooga Star, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 2 
13 $500 * 2 = $1000 = $31,108.00 in 2020 
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Mrs. Key — Mrs. Key, who resided on First Street in St. 
Elmo had seen a man and a woman pass her house, and 
immediately recognized Lillies body when she saw it. She 
enuned She could also identify the man who was with Lil- 
ie. 

Undisputed Parts of the Story — What no one seems to 
dispute, is that Ed and Lillie had turned southward off the 
main path, onto the abandoned “broad gauge” railroad— 
the C & L. MR. R—and walked about 150 yards along the 
tracks. It was here that someone killed Lillie with a knife- 
slash reaching across her neck, ‘from ear to ear.” 


Ed’s Confession 


Based on Ed's account of the events which he gave to Lee 
Co, KY Sheriff D. C. Bailey: 

Ed “had reason to suspect Lillie of infidelity.” He 
“watched her go up Lookout Mountain with two strange 
men’ and he found Lillie “in the embrace of one of them.” 
He decided at that time to kill all three of them and after- 
ward, himself. 

Ed “slashed right and left with a knife,” wounding both 
of the men and killing Lillie. Afterward, he was so ex- 
hausted, he didn't have the courage to take his own life. 

Ed then fled and hid in a cave in Estill Co, KY, * near 
the home of George Combs, his brother-in-law. He soon 
left the cave, fearing it was too bad for his health. He 
went on to George Combs’ house and hid “between the 
roof and ceiling.” 


14 There are 15 miles between the Breathitt Co and Estill Co 
borders 
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Lillie’s Body is Found 


Between “about 3 o'clock” and “shortly after 4 o'clock” the 
same afternoon that Lillie was killed, her body was found 
about 150 yards south of the Jncline, “beneath a thick 
clump of bushes in a secluded spot” by Will Powell and 
“Hosie” Younger, * who were hunting for flowers there. 
The spot where her body was found was “surrounded by a 
group of small boulders.” Other accounts just say that 
"school children” found her body, without giving any of 
their names. Lillie “had been dead probably two or three 
hours at the time.” She “had died on her back.” '® The boys 
who found her, told Mrs. Will C. Griscom, and she was the 
first lady to view the body. 

Another account said she was found “shortly after 
four,” “Stretched prone across the middle of the [rail] road.” 

Most accounts seem to agree that she was lying on her 
Stomach, with her arms “akimbo” and her hands turned 
upwards, and her head face upwards. That position of her 
head—facing upwards—was certainly only possible with 
severe wounds to her throat. 

Pieces of a bottle which had contained “mobile gin’ 
were found at the scene. 

Based on the position of her clothing, investigators 
Seuse that she had been “maltreated” before her 

eath. 

Another account says “there were other evidences of a 
crime greater than that of murder.” I guess that “greater 
than” means “in addition to.” This suggests that she was 
also raped, although I've found no clear mention of it. 

Her body was taken to Sharp's morgue and kept there. 


15 John Holsworth “Hosie” Younger, 9-year-old son of William 
Younger, a St. Elmo Merchant 
16 Chattanooga News, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 1, “The Crime” 
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The local residents were very angry over the murder, 
and so Ed fled the area for fear of being attacked by a 
according to an explanation he (Ed) offered months 


mob, 


later. 
The next day, Deputy Sheriffs Baker and Perkins made 
a thorough search for the weapon used to kill Lillie, but 
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“no trace of it was found.” 








Mobile gin — In the article, “mobile gin” was in lower 
case and also in double-quotes, exactly as shown at the 
beginning of this sentence. The only other occurrence 
of the term this author has been able to find, is ina 
1927 reference to a brand or classification of gin which 
was presumably made or processed around Mobile, 
AL. The reference was in the line: “The scheme is 
possibly a better advertisement for the potency of 
Mobile gin than anything else,” (The Palm Beach Post, 
Feb 20, 1927, Page 22) from an article about a golfing 
fanatic named Doe Grahame—or Leo D. Grahame, 
according to one source—who attempted to drive a 
golf ball across the country from his home town of 
Mobile, AL to the Pacific coast. 





Conflicting Details: 

@ The time the body was found: “about 3 o'clock,” ver- 
sus ‘Shortly after 4 o'clock” 

@ The location of the body: 150 yards, versus 250 
yards, versus “..about half a mile from the foot of 
the /ncline’” 

¢ The position of the body: “lying on her back” versus 
on her stomach. 

¢ Descriptions of the bodys posture and the area 


where it was found include: 
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1. “beneath a thick clump of bushes in a se- 
cluded spot” 

2. “..Stretched prone across the middle of the [rail] 
road.” 

3. “..the spot was “surrounded by a group of small 
boulders” 

4. “near a rock ledge south of the Jncline...” 

5. “in one of the rocky seams of .. Lookout moun- 
tain” 

6. “..so wild and secluded” that only a mission like 


searching for wild flowers would prompt any- 
one to seek the location. 


Description of Ed Published: 

Turner is described as a man between 25 and 30, large 
eyes, light complexion. His face and eyes show dissipa- 
tion. His upper jaw and front teeth project over the lower 
jaw and teeth. A small gold filling is in one of his upper 
front teeth. His hair is light brown. When last seen, he was 
smoothly shaven. If his beard were permitted to grow, it 
would be of a light reddish color and of light scattering 
growth, except perhaps on chin. 

Turner is about 5 feet, 10 inches in height and weighs 
about 160 or 170 pounds. A striking feature of the man is 
the shape of his mouth, best described as a “perch” mouth. 
It is thus described by criminologists indicating a pucker 
not unlike the oval of the mouth of a fish. 

Another feature noted are the cheek bones of Turner, 
which are of more prominence than ordinary. 
(Chattanooga Daily Times, Apr 4, 1907, Page 5) 





Dissipation — ...profuseness in immoral indulgence, as 
late hours, riotous living, etc. 
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Jones & Reeves in Custody 


“Deputy Marion Perkins was detailed to work on the 
case, and “it was largely through his work that she was 
identified.” Shortly after Lillies body was found, he found 
Jones and Reeves, and they both recognized her. The two 
were held in custody pending the verdict of the coroner’s 
jury, which consisted of the following seven people: 


T. G. Newman 
H. G. Ney 

R. A. Lowry 
James Lloyd 

L. H. Kesterson 
W.I. Sterne 
Bert Elliott 


NOURWNS 


Coroner Gillespie immediately began work on the case, 
and from 8 to 11 PM that night, he “was engaged in exam- 
ining witnesses.” They are listed below: 


1. J.E. Jones 

2. F.F. Reeves 

3. W.P. Holland, the night station agent at the Union 
Depot 

4. Fred Crow 

5. George Kilgore, the motorman on the car in which 
the party rode to St. Elmo 

6. D. Bass 

7. Frank Pogue. 


Jones and Reeves both claimed that they had nothing to 
do with the murder and that they had actually been trying 
to keep Lillie safe from Ed. 
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Around this time, officers were considering three basic 

theories: 

1. Ed was overcome with jealousy over Lillies rela- 
tionships with Jones and Reeves. This theory 
doesnt make perfect sense since Ed had bailed 
Jones out of jail even though he knew Jones had 
been intimate with Lillie. 

2. Lillie knew of some “secret crime’ committed by 
Ed, which they discussed on the mountain. A quar- 
rel ensued, during which Ed decided to silence her 
by murdering her. 

3. Ed belonged to a gang of safe-blowers who had 
been operating in the area for several weeks. 
These safe-blowers had robbed the post-offices at 
Ridgedale and East Chattanooga. This theory was 
based on the fact that Fred Crow—well known in 
the city—saw a roll of bills amounting to $1,000 on 
the person of one of the four men mixed up in the 
murder a few days before. The money was in two 
packages, of $500 each. 


Important information was obtained from a trunk belong- 
ing to Lillie, which was found at the Union Depot. This in- 
formation was suppressed for the time being though. 

Jones said that he didn't know that Ed and Lillie were 
married until after hed spent an afternoon on the river 
with the couple. In another statement, at a different time, 
Jones said he found out they were married the night he 
and Lillie were arrested on Sun, Mar 31, 1907. 

Captain Shipp wired Lillies mother at 1 o'clock the 
morning of Wed, Apr 3, 1907, telling her of the fate of her 
daughter and asking for her instructions for the disposi- 
tion of her remains. 

A persistent search was made by Captain Shipp, Fred 
Frawley, the chief deputy, and Deputy Sheriffs Kirklin and 
Bob Bice, until the morning of Apr 3, but no trace of Ed 


36 Chronology 


Turner was found and they believed that he had left Chat- 
tanooga. 

The sheriff wired messages to all the cities and towns 
where he thought Ed might have gone. 

On the morning of Apr 3, it was discovered that Ed 
was a ‘member of the notorious Turner feudist gang of 
Breathitt County, and that he had been tried two or three 
times on the charge of murder.” They also discovered that 
he was captured some time ago at Knoxville, TN, on the 
charge of a murder committed at Middlesboro, Bell Co, KY. 

“Knots of people were seen about Sharp's morgue dur- 
ing the morning hours hoping to get a glimpse of the dead 
woman. For the most part, however, the maudlin crowd 
was refused admittance.” 











Maudlin — emotional, overwrought, mournful, weepy. 





That same morning, 26.2 miles from Chattanooga, in 
Cleveland, TN,’ a man thought to be Ed Turner was ar- 
rested on a “northbound blind baggage of the Southern 
railway. The man identified himself as Leonard Helton 
from Alabama. He was “about 23 years of age, clean 
Shaven, 125 pounds, with dark hair and was five feet four 
inches in height. He claimed that he was at Citico yards 
from 1 to 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the murder. De- 
spite his claims of his identity and alibi, he was held, pend- 
ing advice from officers at Chattanooga. 





Blind baggage — a railway baggage, express, or postal 
car that has no door or opening at one end. especially: 
one immediately behind a tender. (Merriam-Webster) 











Also that morning, a reporter for the Chattanooga News 
interviewed J. E. Jones. “Jones was very reticent, and would 
not divulge the whole story as he claims he knows it,” but 


17 Cleveland, Bradley Co, TN @35.16381, -84.87190 
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he did say that the four of them—Jones, Reeves, Ed and 
Lillie—got off the car at the foot of the /ncline where Ed 
and Lillie separated from them and started off on foot. He 
said that he and his friend Reeves came to Chattanooga 
from Atlanta the previous morning to see Lillie, but he 
would not state his purpose in doing so. He said that he 
was very anxious to get back to Atlanta last night and he 
would be glad when the “thing is all over.” 

On or before Sat, Apr 6, 1907, “a suspicious-looking 
man’ was reported to officers by a merchant near Moun- 
tain Junction named Mr. Adams. Mr. Adams said that in 
the morning of Wed, Apr 3, 1907—three days before the 
report was made—the man came into the store and 
bought a lunch. The man told Mr. Adams that he had 
walked all the way from New Orleans and that he had 
come across Lookout Mountain. The stranger asked the 
way to Chattanooga, but when he left the store, he started 
in the direction of Georgia. When he was reminded that 
he was going in the opposite direction from Chattanooga, 
he replied, “Oh yes,” and “wheeled about,” and headed in 
the right direction. Mr. Adams thought nothing of the mat- 
ter until he read Ed's description in the newspapers, and 
he said that the stranger fit the description exactly. 





Reticent — keeping one’s thoughts and opinions to 
oneself; reserved or restrained. 











On the afternoon of Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Georgia Roy—a 
Chattanooga woman who formerly lived in Atlanta— 
viewed Lillies remains at Sharps morgue, believing that 
She may have been a woman she knew in Atlanta. She be- 
lieved, however, that Lillie Turner was taller than the 
woman She knew in Atlanta as Lillie Palmer. She said that 
the woman she knew in Atlanta kept company with a man 
by the name of Ed Turner, but she did not give his de- 
scription. 
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“George Drinnon '8 —ticket agent at the foot of the Jn- 
cline—made the following statement that same day: 


I noticed the four men and the woman at the station here 
yesterday morning. They got off a car about 11 o’clock 
and remained about the station until 1 o’clock yesterday 
afternoon. Then they all left the station leaving on the left 
side of the /ncline as if they were going to walk up the 
mountain. Some time after, three of the men returned and 
sometime after still, one of the men came back from the 
right or north side of the /ncline. I took this man to be the 
husband of the woman. 

(Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Page 9) 


At the coroner's inquest it was learned that one man fol- 
lowed Ed and his wife, and that this man and Ed came 
back together. 

By Thu, Apr 4, 1907, it was learned that Lillies maiden 
name was Burcham, !? and that she was the daughter of 
Mrs. Lou Burcham, of Frozen Creek, Breathitt County, KY. 

On Wed, Apr 3, 1907, Lillies mother—in reply to a tele- 
gram sent by Captain Shipp to the railway station at 
Frozen Ereek—ingtructed that Lillies remains be “for- 
warded, together with her effects.” Although one article, 
published on Apr 4, 1907 stated that her ‘remains were 
sent” to her mother at Willhurst, Breathitt Co, KY, it must 
have only been her personal effects, since later news— 
from multiple sources—clearly told that her body was 
Shipped about two days later. Willhurst 2° was described 
as ‘a Station ten miles from Jackson.” Modern maps show 
it at six miles NW of Jackson, KY. 


18 George Washington Drinnon (also spelled “Drennan” or “Drennon”) 
19 “Burcham” was spelled “Bircham” in the article. 
20 Willhurst, Breathitt Co, KY, @37.63283, -83.41471 
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Captain Shipp learned three things from people in 
Breathitt County: 
1. That Ed had been tried for murder in that county, 
and had been acquitted. 
2. That Ed had served a term in Kentucky's state 


prison. 
3. That Ed and Lillie had married the previous Sep- 
tember. 


A portrait of Lillie. her mother, and (probably) Simeon 
Kelly Burcéham—her brother—was published in the Chat- 
tanooga Daily Times, Apr 4, 1907, page 5. See that photo 
and its associated text in Volume II. 

On the night of Apr 4, 1907, the sheriff released J. E. 
Jones and Frank F. Reeves. The sheriff noted their ad- 
dresses and they told him they would be ready “at a mo- 
ment’ notice” to return to Chattanooga or “do anything in 
their power to assist” in Ed’s capture. The two then went 
to their homes in Atlanta. 

Letters from Lillies mother were found which sug- 
gested that her mother was unaware of “her child's disso- 
lute life” Her mother “expressed a desire to come to At- 
lanta,” but She feared the heat, which she had heard was 
“orful tryin’ in Georgia.” She wrote that she hoped Ed and 
Lillie were doing well and would come to see her soon. 











Dissolute — recklessly abandoned to sensual pleasures. 





A report was received the morning of Fri, Apr 5, 1907, of a 
“suspicious looking man” seen at Hooker, Ga. on the day 
following the crime, who said his name was “Jones,” and 
that he was on his way to Paducah, Ky. It was never deter- 
mined whether or not he was Ed Turner. 
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Verdict of the Coroner's Jury 


The official verdict rendered by the coroner's jury in the 
murder of Lillie was as follows: 


We, the coroner’s jury, find that Lillie Turner came to her 
death on the side of Lookout mountain on Tuesday after- 
noon, April 2, from wounds inflicted in the neck by means 
of a knife or keen-edged instrument in the hands of Ed 


Turner. 
(Chattanooga News, Wed, Apr 10, 1907, Page 3) 


Ed’s Baggage 


Ed had left his baggage at the Union Depot. It consisted of 
a “common telescope’ and a “hand satchel.” The telescope 
contained some clothing, some poetry and an official par- 
don granted by Kentucky Governor Beckham, for his con- 
viction of "malicious shooting and wounding." The pardon 
was granted in Nov 1905, when he was just finishing his 
first year in the Frankfort, KY penitentiary. He was con- 
victed by the Breathitt County circuit court at the Novem- 
ber term of 1904. Below, are two of Ed’s poems—an unti- 
tled one about the Marcum-Jett feud, and the other, Ed- 
ward Turners Song Ballot [sic] 
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Ed Turner's “poem” about 
the Marcum-Jett feud 


It was on the fourth day of May, half past 8 o'clock, that 
day, J. B. Marcum then was standing in the door of the 
court house in this town where Curt Jett was lurking round 
Just to get a chance to lay him on the floor. 

Thomas White a friend of Jett, no worse man was ever 
met then come walking boldly through the court house 
hall and as he was passing B he looked Marcum in the eye 
knowing truly that poor Marcum soon would fall. 

Capt. Ewen standing by saw him fall and heard him cry 
‘Oh lord oh lord,they've killed me at last.” Ewen saw the 
man and gun and he hastily did run and he heard the sec- 
ond lowd and awful blast. 

Judge Jim Hargis and his man, Sheriff Edward Calahan 
were across the street in Hargis store some believed they 
new the plot hence were listening for the shot and to see 
Jett’s victim fall there in the floor. 

Those who come to Marcum's aid thought at first they 
were afraid Hargis, Calahan and White they never met. 
But the one who lingered near was the one they all did 
fear That had done the awful deed 'twas Curtis Jett. 

They arrested White and Jett and the court in Jackson 
There the prosecution labored with his might and when 
Breathitt court was o'er Judge Redwine could do no more 
so he left it with the jury for the right. 

But the Jury disagreed just one man began to plead That 
he thought Curt Jett and White should both go free He 
contended till the last and his vote he would not cast. 'Tis 
believed Judge Hargis paid the men a fee. 
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Then they tried the men once more not in Jackson as be- 
fore for they could not get their justice in that town. So the 
court in Harrison met and condemned both White and Jett 
a verdict of their guiltiness was found. 

Now the final trial is past Jett and White are doomed at 
last To the prison house where they will have to stay. 
(Chattanooga News, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 6) 


Edward Turners Song Ballot, a Poem 


When I came to this country in 1805, 

I thought it quite lucky to find myself alive. 

I geared up my horses and on my road pursue. 
A halling off my coat as I used for to do. 


Oh, the stillhouse doors were open and the whisky 
it went free. 

As soon as one glass was empty there was another 
filled for me. 

I just hauled one load when I ought to have hauled 
four. 

I got so drunk in Louisville I couldn’t haul no 
more. 


I picked up my saddle and I went into the barn. 
I saddled up my old gray not meaning any harm. 
I hit into my saddle and I rode so slow and still. 
That I scarcely drew a breath tell I came to Lau- 
rel’s hill. 
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I met an old acquaintance there I must not tell his 
name. 

He told me that night where a frolic was and fid- 
dle would be. 

I kept asking and asking and at length I did agree. 
To meet him that night where the frolic was to be. 


Some said that dady followed me on account of 
old gray. 

He must have had a pilot or he would never found 
the way. 

He crepped around over little taver where he 
could spy a light. 

Tel his old gray locks was up by the dews of the 
night. 


Now I think I can tell you how our frolic did ad- 
vance. 

There was four of us boys went on the floor to 
dance. 

Our fiddler being willing his arms a being strong. 
He played the dronded with about four hours long. 


The morning stars is rising boys I think we’ve 
danced enough. 

We will spend one half an hour in exchanging 
cash to cuff. 

We will go home to our plows and whistle and we 
will sing. 

And never be caught in such a scrap as this again. 
(Chattanooga News, Mon, Aug 5, 1907, Page 12) 
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A Letter from Lillie’s Mother 


Below is a letter from Lillies mother in Frozen Creek, to 
Captain Shipp, received the morning of Fri, Apr 12, 1907: 


Frozen Creek, Ky., April 9, 1907. 
Mr. Joseph F. Shipp: 

Dear Sir, Your favor of the 5th was received today and I was 
so proud to hear from you. I haven't got the language to ex- 
press my heart-felt thanks and obligations to you for the kind- 
ness you have showed me in the help in sending my dear 
daughter Lillie back home to me for burial and I will kindly 
ask you to thank all the other dear people that was so kind to 
help you. I am a poor widow woman almost alone in the 
world. Lillie was my baby girl and I thought so much of my 
dear daughter. Little did I think when I last saw her that I 
would ever see her come back to me with her throat cut. I 
thought so much of darling Lillie. I hope that the time will 
soon come in the near future when you dear sheriff, will get 
that scoundrel beast, Ed Turner, and give him a speedy trial 
and that you will spring the trap door to break his neck. 

My heart is almost broken with trouble. Nearly everybody 
said my daughter Lillie was so smart and pretty. I want to 
thank you again for your kindness and I hope you will let me 
hear at once when you get the murderer and I will do every- 
thing in my power to help you in every way I can to get him. 
Please write me again and soon, for I am anxious to hear ev- 
erything I can in regard to the capture and conviction of Ed 
Turner. 

I beg to be your friend. Very truly yours. 

SUE BIRCHUM 
(Chattanooga Star, Fri, Apr 12, 1907, Page 1) 
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Lillie’s Funeral 


Captain Shipp had received a letter on the afternoon of 
Wed, Apr 3, 1907 from “Mrs. Lou Bircham,” asking for Lil- 
lies body and effects to be "forwarded" to her home. 

As of Thu, Apr 4, 1907, L. J. Sharp & Co—who had 
charge of her body—had not yet heard what they were 
supposed to do with her, but did have her prepared for 
burial, and ready to ship to her mother as soon as in- 
structions were received. 

Her mother couldn't afford the $60 transportation cost, 
so Chattanoogans collected enough donations not only to 
transport her to Frozen Creek, but to also buy a “pretty 
casket” for her. C. L. Loop, of the Southern Express Com- 
pany, contributed one half of the express charges. The do- 
nations were given to Captain Shipp. See table. 2! 


Total $5.25 

















The first round of donations 


21 In 2020: $5.25 = $163.32 and $60 = $1,866.48 
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On the night of Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Lillies body was shipped 
to Vancleve, KY—the station nearest Frozen Creek—by L. 
J. Sharp & Co. On Wed, Apr 10, 1907. It passed through Lex- 
ington and Jackson, KY, and was expected to reach Van- 
cleve—also spelled “Van Cleve’—by noon. She was buried 
the following day, Thu, Apr 11, 1907. Funeral services for 
her were expected to be held that Thursday afternoon, at 
the home of her mother, Mrs. Lou Burcham. 


Reward Offered 


On Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Captain Shipp offered a $50 reward 
for Ed's capture, with no Strings attac¢hed—it making no 
difference whether or not Ed was convicted. That made a 
total of $200 reward offered for Ed's capture, the gover- 
nor having already offered $150. The offer was worded as 
Shown below: 7 


I will pay a cash reward of $50 for any information that 
leads to the location and arrest of one Ed Turner, formerly 
of Breathitt county, Ky., who is charged with the murder 
of his wife, Lillie Turner, on the side of Lookout moun- 
tain, at Chattanooga, Tenn., April 2, 1907. 

(Signed.) J. F. Shipp, Sheriff. 
(Chattanooga News, Fri, Apr 5, 1907, Page 6) 


22 In 2020: $50 = $1,555.40, $150 = $4,666.20, and $200 = $6,221.60 
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Dock Harris Arrested 


Dock Harris was said to be from Resaca, Gordon Co, GA, 
to speak with a “peculiar rural accent,’ to be roughly 
dressed, unshaven, and to have a reddish complexion. His 
home was later given as “Blue Springs,” GA (“Springs” 
should have been “Spring’”). A news article claimed that 
Resaca, was “only 38 miles from Cartersville,” but it is ac- 
tually only 29.2 miles directly. Even by railroad or high- 
way, it Should not be 38 miles, so perhaps “28 miles” was 
intended. 

The sheriff of Whitfield Co, GA, and all officers around 
Blue Spring, GA, had been notified to be on the lookout. 

There are two versions of Harris’ arrest, both occur- 
ring on Mon, Apr 8, 1907: 

(1) At 4 o'clock in the afternoon, Dock Harris “gave 
himself up to the sheriff” at the county jail in Chat- 
tanooga, and was arrested. 

(2) He “let it be known where he was’—the factory of 
the D. M. Steward Manufacturing Company, where 
he was employed—and was arrested there. 

Harris was held in the county jail for questioning. The 
next morning, his father and a brother visited him in jail. 
Jailer J. A. Gillespie was ordered to be present during the 
visit to listen to their conversations. 

While still in jail, Harris told a Chattanooga Star re- 
porter that he wanted to eliminate all suspicions of him- 
tae and was even willing to track down Ed, “if theyd let 

im. 

He was afraid to tell the reporter about anything he 
witnessed, in case he might inadvertently tell it slightly 
differently and get himself into trouble. He finally gave in, 
and made the statements listed in the section of this vol- 
ume, entitled: “According to Dock Harris....”. 

On Thu, Apr 11, 1907, Harris was released, after promis- 
ing to keep Captain Shipp aware of his location. He went 
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to his home at Blue Spring, GA, accompanied by his father 
and brother. There was a Blue Spring post office in Gor- 
don Co, GA as early as 1894 at 3458855, -85.00998— 
about two miles from the Whitfield County border. It has 
also been known as “Miller” (in a 1910 USGS map) and 
“Miller's Station.” 
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The Real Dock Harris Story? 


It was published on Sat, Apr 13, 1907, that Harris was con- 
sidered to be “an adept dreamer and a decidedly accurate 
elucidator of his dreams” by people who knew the real 
Story. That story “came out the previous day, and was 
told to a Times reporter by a “gentleman in a position to 
know. “ It is presented below: 


“Dock” Harris is a peculiar fellow in more ways than 
one, if there is not some mistake in identity connected 
with a story that came out yesterday. 

Strange as it may seem, there is nothing besides a dream 
or a play of imagination in all his great story about being 
frightened into Alabama by a newspaper story concerning 
him. 

His trip from Huntsville to Rome was made while he was 
sleeping in a boarding house near Alton Park, and his walk 
across country to his father’s house was a mere nightmare. 

His fright at officers searching for him at Blue Springs, 
Ga., was apparently imaginary, and his decision to sur- 
render to the sheriff and his drive in a wagon from Blue 
Springs happened somewhere other than in real life. 

The fact is, that “Dock” Harris was quietly working at the 
plant of the D. M. Steward Manufacturing Company all 
the time the minions of the law were seeking him hither 
and yon, in Alabama and Georgia and other remote 
countries. 

True, Harris did not circulate much while at the well- 
known establishment. His perambulations were limited to 
a walk from a nearby boarding house to the plant in the 
morning and another walk from the plant back to the 
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boarding house in the evening. Invitations to join various 
parties on Sundays or on other occasions were declined. 
He saw nobody besides his working companions. Neither 
the sheriff nor his deputies learned of Harris’ true where- 
abouts for over a week. 

It is learned that Harris applied to the D. M. Steward con- 
cern for employment before the murdered body of Lillie 
Turmer had been discovered on the mountain side. It was 
scarcely 3 o’clock that afternoon when he appeared, asked 
for work, and expressed a desire to get busy “right now.” 

Considering it is useless to start a new hand at that hour, 
he was told to wait until morning. He inquired for a 
boarding house and found one near by. What he did that 
night was not observed. It appears that he walked to the 
tunnel camp later in the afternoon. In the meantime, the 
murder had been discovered and a search begun for the 
“mysterious countryman.” 

The next morning, Harris went to work and worked every 
day up to last Monday when he was discovered and the 
sheriff’s officers went to the factory and arrested him. 

One Sunday, he was asked to join a party going to Sher- 
man Heights. He declined and remained in seclusion 
during the day. His associates wondered at his desire to be 
alone, but none of them knew they were daily and con- 
tinually meeting the much wanted quasi-detective. 

Finally, he himself let it be known where he was. The 
strain was too strong for him. Word was telephoned to the 
jail and he was taken in tow. The arrest took place at the 
factory, which was the first information to his employers 
of his true identity. 

(Chattanooga Daily Times, Sat, Apr 13, 1907, Page 5) 
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A Letter from Ed’s Brother 


On Sat, Apr 13, 1907, news of a letter from Ed's brother 
was published. The letter was received by "Chief John T. 
Moseley,” from Shoulderblade, Ky, dated Tue, Apr 9, 1907, 
and signed "George Turner.” This brother of Ed wasnt 
known to the local authorities before. Postmaster W. Scott 
Raulston received a similar letter. At least two versions of 
the letter were published. They are shown below: 


Shoulderblade, Ky., April 9, 1907 
Dear Sir — I have heard my brother Ed Turner has killed his 
wife. Will you please write and tell me if you know anything 
about it? Answer the letter and tell me if he has ever been ar- 
rested or not, and if you know anything about him. 
Yours respectfully, 

GEORGE TURNER. 
Address Shoulderblade, Breathitt county, Ky. 
(The Chattanooga Star, Sat, Apr 13, 1907, Page 2) 


..And the other version: 


Chief of Police, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Dear Sir—I have heard it rumored that my brother, Ed 
Turner, has killed a woman in your city. Will you please write 
and tell me if you know anything about it? If you know, will 
you please answer and tell me if he has been arrested yet or 
not and if you know anything about him? 

Yours respectflly, /sic/] 

GEORGE TURNER, 
Address Shoulder Blade, Breathitt County, Ky. 
(Chattanooga News, Sat, Apr 13, 1907, Page 9) 


52 Chronology 


Dave Edwards, AKA “Detective Brown” 


Sheriff James Potter Sizemore of Lee Co, KY became ac- 
quainted with a detective who went by the name of 
“Brown.” This “detective Brown’ was actually Dave D. “Dud- 
ley” Edwards, who was a switch-man for the Cincinnati 
Southern Railroad. Edwards had also been tried in Hamil- 
ton County, TN for murdering a negro swit¢ch-man named 
Sam Brooks. 

He was reared in the same area of Kentucky as the 
Turners and Burchams, and was also acquainted with 
them. He served time with Ed in the Frankfort, KY peniten- 
tiary, and thereby came to know him very well. 

It was Captain Shipp who sent Edwards the area. The 
first thing he did when he reached Breathitt County was 
to find Lillies mother. She knew that Ed was reportedly 
living with his brother-in-law George Combs, and she told 
this to Edwards. 

Edwards went to the home of George Combs and 
Stayed there for three days, but Ed wasnt there at the 
time. Later, he learned that Ed, who went under an as- 
sumed name, had returned. 

When it was discovered that Ed had returned to 
George Combs’ house, Deputies D. C. Bailey and H. G. 
Rogers were told, and they immediately responded and 
captured him. The details are presented later in this vol- 
ume. 

Letter from Captain Shipp to Dave Edwards — Captain 
Shipp sent a letter to Dave Edwards, dated Thu, Jun 20, 
1907, containing instructions on how to go about locating 
Ed Turner. The letter was also intended to be presented to 
Mrs. Burcham. Their correspondence mentions an un- 
identified man, “Mr. ——,’who was said to be “one of the 
most prominent citizens of that section.” The letter is 
Shown on the following page: 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., June 20, 1907. 

D. D. Edwards, City. 

Dear Sir—Go to Nicholasville, on the C. S. road, change 
cars for Beattyville, Lee county, work your way into a 
country postoffice in that county called Filmore. Near this 
place, is stopping an old woman by the name of Lou Bir- 
cham, the mother of the girl whom Turner killed. 

She is a poor old woman and makes her home wherever 
she can get a place to stop. If you could find, in some way, 
where she is stopping and arrange to go there for a meal or 
night and make yourself known to her, she can tell you 
whom you can safely co-operate with. 

Talk with her about Mr. . If he should be all right and 
the character of man he is represented to be, then he is the 
man you should see next, and he can aid you in capturing 
the man we want. He is called by his neighbors and rela- 
tives “Ned” Turner. 

It is said he has a sister in Estill county. He has a brother, 
George Turner, at Shoulder Blade postoffice, in Breathitt 
county, and has relatives in several adjoining counties. 
The murdered girl has a sister, Mrs. Molson Maloney, liv- 
ing at Rose Fork postoffice. 

Write me from time to time, when you have anything to 
communicate, and mail your letters on the train. 

Address letters to J. F. Shipp, Chattanooga, Tenn. I hope 
you will do everything in your power to land this man. 
The reward is $200, which you can agree to split up with 
those who aid you in landing him. 

Yours very truly, 
J. F. Shipp. 
(Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 17, 1907, Page 14) 





Notes: 


Letter 


Chronology 


Nicholasville is around 10 miles SSW of Lexington, 
in Jessamine Co, KY @37.88043, -84.57297. 

“C. S. road” refers to the Cincinnati Southern Rail- 
way. 

“Filmore” is properly spelled “Fillmore,” and is in 
Lee Co, KY @37.60242, -83.5506]. 

Rose Fork is in Wolfe Co, KY, @37.70078, -83.33442. 


from Dave Edwards to Captain Shipp — Dave Ed- 


wards replied to Captain Shipp’s letter with one of his 
own, dated Wed, Jun 26, 1907, which detailed his progress, 
apparently in a single, very long paragraph: 


Capt J. F. Shipp, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
June 26, 1907 

My dear friend:—I arrived at Filmore all O. K., and after 
staying around town for a few days, locating Lou Bir- 
cham, the mother of the murdered girl, I picked my chance 
and made myself known to her, which seemed to have the 
desired effect of gaining her confidence. She gave me 
what information I needed, and also made me acquainted 
with Mr. , who, indeed, is one of the most intelligent 
men of Filmore. He told me that if Turner was in the coun- 
ty, he was stopping at his brother-in-law’s on Miller’s 
creek: so, with this information, I went to Miller’s creek 
and spent last Saturday night, Sunday and Sunday night 
there. I slept most of Sunday night in a barn near the 
house of George Combs, a relative of the Turners. I did 
not mean to go to sleep, but I had walked all day Saturday 
and was up all Saturday night. I went near the house of 
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Combs about five o’clock Saturday evening and watched 
until I saw three persons come to the house, apparently 
from work. I went to the house and asked for lodging for 
the night. Combs said I was welcome, if I could stand his 
fare. I said I guess your fare is not any worse than that of 
the warden where I had been staying for the past few 
years. He bade me walk in and immediately began the 
prison subject. I told him all about the prison, he finally 
asking me who I knew there. He called the names and I 
told him if I knew them. I told him all about three or four 
fellows whom he knew that were in the penitentiary. Fin- 
ally he asked: “Did you ever know a fellow by the name 
of Ned Turner there?” I said: "There were several Turners 
there, but I did not think I knew one by the name of Ned." 
He then asked me what the given names of the Turners I 
knew were. I named three or four and then said that I 
knew a little Christian Endeavor boy there by the name of 
Turmer, but I could not think of his given name to save me. 
He asked if it was Ed. “Yes,” said I, “that's it.”” Combs 
then very confidentially told me all he knew about Ed 
since the latter got out of prison. He said Ed stayed three 
nights at his home about the first of May. I haven’t space 
to write all of our conversation—however, he put me up in 
the loft about nine o’clock to bed. I over-heard him say 
that he must take something to eat to some one, but I did 
not catch the name, so I had resolved to watch him when 
he took it. After he went back down the ladder from put- 
ting me to bed, he went into the kitchen. I was watching 
him from the hole in the loft and I saw him slip into the 
kitchen with a basket in one hand and a brass lamp in the 
other. He set the lamp down by the front door and very 
cautiously opened the door and went out. I said to myself: 
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“Now I will land my man!” J had taken off none of my 
clothes except my shoes, so I took the shoes in my hand 
and as silently as a mouse crept down the ladder and in a 
short time I was outside with my shoes in one hand and 
my special grasped with the other. I boasted myself of be- 
ing a great sleuth. Combs led me to a cabin in a big deep 
hollow. I said to myself: "Now, Ed Turner, I have you." 1 
went up to the window just as an old man was lighting a 
lamp. I heard Combs say that he would have come sooner 
but for a fellow that was stopping at his house for the 
night. I cannot write all in detail, but from the conversa- 
tion between Combs and the old man I concluded that Tur- 
ner was not in the county at that time. However, I stayed 
until Monday noon and found out many interesting things 
in regard to Turner which will be of great benefit to us 
and, as I told you, I will go over to Middlesboro and get a 
job there, but before I go I will post your people here, as I 
believe from the information I have, that it will not be 
long before he will come back to his brother’s-in-law. I 
will stay around Middlesboro for several days and keep 
you posted from time to time, I believe we are on the right 
track. 

Your friend forever, 

D. D.E. 

(Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 17, 1907, Page 14) 








Christian Endeavor boy — male member of the “Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavour” (author) 
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Notes: 

¢ Edwards thought the “old man” was a moonshiner 
and was related to the Combs and Turner families, 
but the sheriff felt confident that he was none 
other than Ed Turner, 

¢ Mrs. Molson Maloney was Lillie’s sister. 

¢ Miller’s Creek, Estill Co, KY @37.67166, -83.89692 

¢ Middlesboro, Bell Co, KY @36.6076l, -83.72524 


After Edwards, Lou Burcham and “Mr. ——" set the trap 
and informed the officers, their mission was complete. Ed- 
wards went to Birmingham, AL, took a position as a flag- 
man ona railroad running out of that city, and he was Still 
in et city when the news came that Ed had been cap- 
tured. 


The Chase ——— Here is a summary of “the chase,” as 
published in the Chattanooga News on Fri, Aug 2, 1907: 
¢ The detectives who pursued Ed got so close to 
catching him in McDonough, Henry Co, GA, that 
he fled without finishing his meal. 
¢ Again, at Molena, Pike Co, GA, “the trail was so 
hot, that escape seemed impossible,” yet escape 
he did, nevertheless. 
¢ And again, in the mountains of West Virginia, he 
also escaped. 
* From there, the chase led to his brother-in-law’ 
home in the Kentucky mountains. 
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Ed’s Capture 


On, or soon after Thu, Jun 20, 1907—the very day Captain 
Shipp sent him the ‘letter of instructions’-—Dave “Dudley” 
Edwards was released without bail from the Hamilton 
County jail, for the express purpose of tracking down Ed 
Turner, because the sheriff knew that Edwards was from 
the same geographical area as Ed. The “chase” led Ed- 
wards through West Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, and the 
mountains of “his native county,” and he finally found Ed 
in Breathitt Co. One article suggested that Edwards was 
the one who brought Ed back to Chattanooga, which con- 
flicts with other accounts regarding that detail. Edwards 
was reported to be employed in Birmingham, AL around 
the date of Ed’s capture. 

Sometime between Wed, Jun 26, 1907—the day Ed- 
wards sent Captain Shipp a letter—and Wed, Jul 31, 1907, 
the day he was caught, Ed was found in the mountains of 
Lee Co, KY by Dave Edwards. He had been hiding “be- 
tween the roof and ceiling” of his brother-in-law, George 
Comb’s house. 

“About 8 o'clock in the morning” on Wed, Jul 31, Lee 
County Deputy Sheriff D. C. Bailey and Deputy H. D. 
Rogers went inside the house and stood on a “goods box” 
so they could poke their heads into the hole that led to 
the loft. Out of caution, Bailey first “punched his hat 
through the hole, holding it on the ends of his fingers.” 
When there was no response to the hat, he jumped up so 
his head and the upper part of his chest were inside the 
loft and “threw down” his revolver almost right in Ed's 
face. Ed reached down as if to get a gun, when Deputy 
Rogers ‘threw’ a Winchester rifle “down on” Ed, and Bai- 
ley ordered Ed to "throw up his hands." Thus, Ed was ar- 
rested. He was then taken to Beattyville, Lee Co, KY, and 
placed in jail there. A $900 reward had been offered 
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merely for his apprehension, with no requirement that he 
also be convicted. 7 

Once Ed was transferred to the Beattyville jail, Sheriff 
Sizemore of Lee County, had second thoughts and in- 
sisted that his share—$200—was not enough, consider- 
ing Ed's “wickedness” and the severity of the crime he was 
accused of. The Times “asked a newspaper man in Lexing- 
ton for any late developments in the case. In response, the 
following special was received.” 


Lexington, Ky., August 1—Ed Turner, under arrest at Beatty- 
ville, Lee county, charged with the murder of his wife, Lillie, 
on Lookout Mountain in April, is still at Beattyville. Several 
telegrams were received today from the Chattanooga sheriff by 
Sheriff J. H. Sizemore, at Beattyville, and [the] Tennessee man 
offered to pay the $200 reward for Turner when he is safely 
placed in jail here. Sizemore refused this offer and wants more 
reward. Turner admits the killing, but says he will fight requi- 
sition. 

(Chattanooga News, Fri, Aug 2, 1907, Page 10) 


The attitude of Sheriff Sizemore in regard to the return of 
Ed Turner annoyed those at the Hamilton County Sheriff's 
office. Sheriff Sizemore had apparently misunderstood 
the terms, so Chief Deputy Frawley—acting for Captain 
Shipp—wired an explanation in reply, stating that in addi- 
tion to amount of the reward, the state of Tennessee 
would also pay for transportation and other expenses in- 
curred in Ed’s capture. Captain Shipp was absent—having 
gone to his father’s home in Aonia, GA—leaving Frawley 
to handle the matter. 

Ed refused to come to Hamilton County without “extra- 
dition papers.” 


23 $900 = $27,997.20 in 2020 
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The Knife is Found 


On the afternoon of Wed, Jul 31, M. F. Attson, an “aged citi- 
zen, and a bridge-man for the Southern railway, residing 
near the spot where Lillie was killed, was passing by 
there, when he picked up the knife which was allegedly 
used to kill her. After he found the knife, he kept it until 
Sun, Aug 4, at which time he gave it to a reporter. The re- 
porter then took it to Deputy Frawley the day after he re- 
ceived it—Mon, Aug 5. Some details of this require one to 
conte all the available news articles together to de- 
uce. 

The knife matched the description given by J. E. Jones 
of the knife he saw in Ed’s possession—“a fine, pearl-han- 
dled knife having a very keen-edged blade about two and 
a half inches long.” 

There were said to be one or two others in the city 
who saw Ed with that knife—Mrs. J. W. Gentry and Mrs. S. 
J. Cope—and an effort was made to find and obtain those 
witnesses for Ed's preliminary hearing. 


Ed Held in the Palace Hotel 


On the night of Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Ed was taken to Lexing- 
ton, KY by Sheriff Sizemore, and turned over to Captain 
Shipp. On the way there, Ed said the following to D. C. Bai- 
ley who, at the time, was deputy sheriff of Lee Co, KY: 


I killed the woman, alright, because I found that she had 
been unfaithful. I had suspected her of not being all she 
should have been for some time, but when I found her on the 
mountain that day with a man, I lost control of myself and cut 
her throat. The man got away, or I would have killed him, too. 
(Chattanooga Daily Times, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 4) 
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Captain Shipp paid Sheriff Sizemore $250 as a reward— 
presumably his proper share of the $900 which had been 
offered. In Lexington, Ed was kept handcuffed in a room 
at the Palace Hotel 132 S Limestone St, “ by Captain 
Shipp. That night, he wrote to his sister Mrs. George 
Combs, telling her to “sell their oxen on the farm” and 
hurry to Chattanooga with $300 to hire a lawyer to de- 
fend him. According to Captain Shipp, when Ed was ques- 
tioned about the murder, while in custody at the hotel in 
Lexington, he admitted to killing his wife. Ed's alleged ad- 
mission was published, and it is Shown below: 75 


I have never denied killing my wife, but I don’t want to 
talk about it now. What I want is a square deal after I get 
back to Chattanooga, and I believe I will get it. When I 
left there I heard there was a mob after me. I knew I had 
done right and was justified in what I did, but I didn’t 
want a mob to get me, as I knew I would be all right when 
I had a fair trial. I am sure when I get Justice I will be ac- 
quitted and will then come back and live in Lee county. 
(Courier-Journal, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 2) 


Ed, accompanied by both Captain Shipp & Sheriff Size- 
more, left Lexington for Chattanooga the next day “on the 
early morning train’—around 200 miles as the crow flies. 
Their train was delayed several hours, and so they ar- 
rived in Chattanooga at 10:50 AM (another account says 
10:30 AM), on Sat, Aug 3. 


24 Sanborn Map# 10 (Dec 1890), Coords: 38.05067, -84.50265 
25 In 2020: $250 = $7,777, $300 = $9,332.40 and $900 = $27,997.20 
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Ed in the Hamilton County Jail 


By about 11 AM the morning of Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Ed Turner 
was in the Hamilton County jail. His cell was on the 2™ 
floor. That same morning, a reporter came to his cell. 
When Ed was called by the reporter, he was ‘sitting down 
among a number of prisoners.” Ed “got up immediately 
and walked to the circle, where he stood and talked to the 
reporter and Deputy Frank Selcer, who happened to be in 
the jail at the time.” 





Circle — prob. refers to a “rotary jail,” having cells ar- 
ranged in a circular configuration on a rotatable plat- 
form to access individual cells more safely. 


Ed wore a “Short dark mustache,” a “slouch hat,” and a 

“dark suit of clothing” with a “square-cornered sack coat.” 

A was “some-what bowlegged” and had just had a “clean 
ave. 

Ed did not have the personality expected of a mur- 
derer. As it was said of him at the time: “No one seeing the 
man for the first time would suspect that he was a mur- 
derer, and that he was guilty of the cold-blooded crime 
with which he is charged, would be considered out of the 
question.” 

Ed's ‘reticent manner” during his captivity there, ap- 
peared to be ‘rather assumed than natural.” and “probably 
due to the advice of the eminent counsel.” He seemed to 
be “of a sociable disposition.” As he was being questioned, 
he “showed signs of nervousness and several times did 
not answer the reporter's questions readily.” Although Ed 
greeted the reporter, he was “inclined to be somewhat 
non-committal.” The reporter's interview went as follows: 
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Reporter: 
Ed: 


Reporter: 
Ed: 
Reporter: 


Ed: 
Reporter: 
Ed: 
Reporter: 


Ed: 
Reporter: 


Ed: 
Reporter: 
Ed: 


Reporter: 
Ed: 


How did they capture you? 

I was given away — betrayed by a friend. Sid Cole, 
a man who lives on the place where my brother-in- 
law, George Combes, lives, gave me away to the 
officers. 

You did not cut your wife’s throat, did you? 

I did not, but I think I know who did. 

You have been quoted as having admitted that you 
cut your wife’s throat? 

I may have, but that is not so. 

Why did you run away after she was killed? 

I did not run away: I just took a notion to go back 
home. 

Did you not leave the city on the same afternoon 
as the crime? 

I don’t remember when I left the city. 

How long had you been back to your Kentucky 
home? 

It was known by outsiders that I was back there 
two months ago. 

Did you know that a Chattanooga detective was 
on your trail? 

I knew nothing about it. 

Were you ever in Georgia? 

Yes: I have been in Cartersville in business and 

I was at Atlanta before coming to Chattanooga. 


(Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 10) 
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Ed also claimed that Sid Cole was promised $50 to give 
him away. 76 

“The history of Lee and Breathitt county feud troubles 
is his favorite topic and he has furnished the material for 
quite a few of its pages.” He eagerly read a copy of The 
Times which was given to him, and he gave more atten- 
tion to it than to his visitors. 

As to his travels since leaving Chattanooga, he was 
non-committal, saying that he had killed a few rabbits, and 
also missed some, during that time. 

When his statement, that he had been taught “not to tell 
tales out of school,” was met with the response, that “he 
was not in school now.” he laughed heartily. 

Coming down closer to the charge against him, he said 
he had always lived happily with his wife, that he had no 
reason to kill her, that he had in fact not killed her, and 
would have no trouble in proving his innocence at the 
proper time. He expressed considerable annoyance at the 
misleading stories which he claimed certain newspapers 
had printed concerning him, and this no doubt was the 
principle reason for the silence which, with some effort, 
he maintains. 

As to the knife—the alleged murder weapon—which 
was then shown to him, he “dismissed it with a smile, as 
an article unworthy of the genuine Kentuckian.” He also 
denied any knowledge of that knife, stating “very boldly” 
that he “never saw it before and never owned it.” 

Ed employed Attorneys E. L. Whitaker and Chamlee & 
Chamlee to defend him. They were said to be “among the 
best criminal lawyers of this city.” 

Ed was seen in his cell on the morning of Mon, Aug 5, 
1907 by a Chattanooga News reporter, but Ed had nothing 
to ay except that he was feeling well, and was “ready for 
trial.” 


26 $50 = $1555.40 in 2020 
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Sheriff Sizemore’s Account 


Sheriff Sizemore, of Lee Co, KY, gave the following ac- 
count of Ed's capture to The Chattanooga News on the 
morning of Sat, Aug 3, 1907, at the Hamilton County jail: 2’ 


Simply for the small reward of $250 I never would have 
tackled Turner, for I consider him to be a dangerous man, 
although he never gave the officers of our section any 
trouble that I know of. 

But, it was for D. C. Bailey, the deputy sheriff, to do the 
work. Accompanied by Deputy H. G. Rogers, Bailey went 
to the house of Combs, knowing that Turner was sleeping 
in the attic of that house. It was about 8 o'clock in the mor- 
ning. The officers secured a goods box and set it up so that 
they could poke their heads up into the hole in the loft 
where Turner went in and out at will. Bailey, however, was 
very cautious about the contents of that hole. He first 
punched his hat through the hole, holding it on the ends of 
his fingers. No reply came from above, and then, jumping 
up with his head and upper part of his chest in the hole, he 
threw his revolver down almost right in the face of Turner. 
Turner reached down as if he were going to get a gun, 
when Rogers threw a Winchester rifle down on Turner and 
Bailey commanded him to throw up his hands. Turner hes- 
itated for a moment and put up his hands. 

It was then very easy to get Turner out of that loft. He was 
taken to the jail at Beattyville and later to Lexington and 
from that city to the Hamilton county jail. 

(Chattanooga News, Sat, Aug 3, 1907, Page 10) 


27 Note: $250 = $7777 in 2020 
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A Stormy Dispute 


It was stated on Sat, Aug 10, 1907, that Ed’s defense would 
try to prove that Lillie committed suicide. Ed on the other 
hand, planned to shift the blame to J. E. Jones, according to 
those who interviewed him. 

On Tue, Aug 13, 1907, J. E. Jones was in Chattanooga to 
testify in Ed’s preliminary hearing, but he arrived too late. 
He did go to the jail though, and met with Ed there. Ed 
claimed that he “did not know Jones.” The two argued be- 
tween themselves about the murder. The published por- 
tion of the exchange went like this: 


Jones: What made you kill Lillie? 
Ed: You killed her yourself! 
Jones: How can you say I killed her when you say you 
don’t know me? ... You know you killed her! 
Ed: You wouldn’t say that if you were in here! 
(Atlanta Constitution, Wed, Aug 14, 1907, Page 4) 


Jones also claimed the knife that Ed had (the whittling 
knife he mentioned, I assume) did not “tally with” the one 
that was found near Lillies body, and that it—the murder 
weapon—was larger. 
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The Preliminary Hearing 


a 10:45 AM., on Sat, Aug 10, 1907, Ed's preliminary hearing 
egan. 

Ed left the county jail “a little after 9 o'clock” that morn- 
ing. During a Short stop “on the threshold of the sheriff's 
office,” a photographer for The Times tried to take a snap- 
Shot of him, but Ed posed himself with his hat blocking his 
face to prevent a usable photograph from being taken. Ed 
had previously promised a Times reporter to pose for him 
in exchange for “a number of copies” for himself, but for 
that moment at least, he had refused to cooperate. 

As he was being taken to the court house, Ed was ac- 
companied by his attorney, George W. Chamlee, while 
“carefully guarded” by Chief Deputy Frawley and Deputies 
Baker, Gillespie, Ridhardson and Soule. 

In the “criminal courtroom,” Ed’s apparent nervousness 
disappeared somewhat when he was greeted there by his 
additional counsel, W. H. Cummings and E. L. Whitaker. Ed 
sat between his attorneys, and showed a lot of interest in 
the testimony, although his “large” eyes “batted nervously” 
at times. At other times, he smiled in a “most indifferent 
manner” at some “more or less humorous expressions.” 

Attorney Joe V. Williams, represented the prosecution. 
Deputy Sheriff John Benjamin Chadwick “occupied a chair 
immediately behind the prisoner.” Mr. Milligan was the 
Court Stenographer. The previous day, and an hour of this 
day, were consumed by jury selection. 

The defense offered no proof at this hearing, although 
rebuttals were attempted during cross-examination, by At- 
torney Cummings. 

The witnesses called on this day, told of depravity in 
Ed's treatment of Lillie that had "never been equaled" in 
that county's court room. Isaac B. Holloman, clerk at the 
Light house, was the first witness called by the state, fol- 
lowed by D. Bass, a conductor on the Alton Park line. 
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Isaac B. Holloman — Though he was a clerk at the Light 
House the day of this hearing, Isaac Holloman was a clerk 
at the Connor house on April 2, the day Lillie was killed. 

He recalled that Lillie and Ed registered at the hotel, 
and that there was a man with them by the name of Kelly 
who also registered. He said that the man at the hotel 
called Ed Turner, who was wearing a gray suit, resembled 
the man who was in the courtroom on trial. He described 
Lillie as “a fine healthy lady dressed in black silk.” 

At the hotel, all three members of the party agreed to 
Stay together in a room which had two beds. Holloman 
told them that he did not see how he could allow both of 
the men and the woman to stay together in that room, to 
which Kelly replied that he was the womans brother. He 
said that he saw them in the hotel room at 11 o'clock that 
night, and the next morning, he saw Ed and Lillie when Ed 
paid the bill. That was the last he heard of Ed and his wife 
until he heard of the killing. 


D. Bass — D. Bass, a conductor on the Alton Park line, said 
he watched Ed on his car, which left the station at 11:48 
AM. A “young lady” was with him, and “several boys.” Ed 
had on a “brown suit of clothes, his pants striking him 
above his shoes.” When asked to identify Ed, he pointed 
him out, “sitting by the side of his attorneys.” He said that 
Ed seemed very restless on the car, and was “talking 
solemnly to the girl” he was with. Both Ed and the girl got 
off the car at Jncline No. 2, and walked up the mountain 
road. He described Lillies apparel as “a silk dress, a light 
hat, etc.” 

In another account of Bass’ description of Lillie, she 
weighed “about 120 pounds” and wore a “black silk dress 
and white waist, with straps over the shoulders. 

Mr. Bass said that Ed raised up in a “most solemn man- 
ner,” and “stood over” Lillie several times on the car going 
out. He said that Reeves, Jones, and the Crow boys, were 
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with Ed and his wife on the car. The boys went toward the 
Incline Station. The girl did not want to be with Ed, he said, 
and would “pull away from him at times.” 

Mr. Bass was cross-examined by Attorney Cummings. 
The witness said the boys who were with Ed and his wife, 
got off the car first, and went toward the J/ncline station. 
He said that Ed was doing all the talking and no one 
smiled at all. 

He stated that these boys got on the car at Eleventh 
Street, after Ed and his wife had boarded the car at Ninth 
and Market streets. On redirect cross-examination, he 
said it was about 12:15 when Ed and his wife got off the 
car. 

He had identified Lillies remains at Sharp's morgue. He 
had seen the spot where the tragedy occurred, and stated 
that it would not have taken more than ten or fifteen min- 
utes to walk from the car line to that spot. 

Mr. Cummings pointed out a crushed hat, which the 
witness said was not the one worn by Ed at the time. He 
said “it was an older hat.” 


Mrs. Samuel J. Cope — Mrs. Cope, who lived at the corner 
of “the old mountain road” and Georgia Avenue, in St. 
Elmo, said that She saw a young man and young woman 
come to the place in front of her house “a few minutes be- 
fore 1 o'clock” that afternoon. The man was “whittling with 
a knife.” She asked the man what he wanted, and he told 
her they wanted to “go up on the mountain.” She told him 
they could not go up that way. They went on toward the 
old broad gauge road. She said that the man was doing all 
the talking, and looking down. She described the apparel 
of both, saying that Ed had on a light suit, light hat, etc, 
and that the woman had on a “white hat with red flowers.” 

She identified Ed as the man She saw, though he did 
not have a mustache when she saw him near her house. 
She had Ed stand up in the courtroom so She could deter- 
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mine his size. She was “much impressed” she said, be- 
cause they seemed “not to be up to anything good.” She 
knew nothing of the tragedy until she read it the next 
morning. 

She added that “it would take from half to three-quar- 
ters of an hour to get from where she met them to the 
spot where the murder was committed.” 


Deputy Sheriff Marion Perkins — Marion Perkins identi- 
fied Ed as the man who was on the Alton Park car witha 
girl. He did not remember the date, but saw the dead body 
of ph at 5 o'clock the afternoon of the day he saw Ed 
with her. 


George Kilgore — George Kilgore, the motorman on the 
Alton Park car, “identified Ed, who was on his car with a 
lady April 2.” His testimony corroborated that of Conduc- 
tor Bass of the Alton Park car. He said Ed and his wife 
looked angry. 

He said that Ed had on a “checked brown suit and soft 
black hat,” and that he had a little mustache “about two 
weeks old.” On further examination, the witness said he 
could identify Ed because he “watched his features good 
on the car.” 


George W. Drennon —— George W. Drennon, employed at 
the ticket office at the foot of the /ncline, said Ed favored 
the man he saw with a young lady on the day of the 
tragedy, excepting that the man he saw had little or no 
mustache. 

He said Ed and his wife came to the Jncline about 12 
o'clock. The men who were with Ed kept hanging around 
from noon until 3 or 4 oclock that afternoon, at which 
time they got ona car bound for the city. 

"Hosie’ Younger told the him that the body of a young 
woman had been found on the side of the mountain. He 


Chronology 71 


said it was about a half mile up the road from the J/ncline 
to the spot where the body was found. 


William F. Maffett —— William F. Maffett, a grocer from 
Cartersville, GA, said he knew Ed and his wife about 6 or 
7 weeks in Cartersville. He had business relations with Ed 
in February and March of 1907, and was a partner of Ed's. 
He said that Ed left Cartersville on Sun, Mar 31, came back 
through Cartersville on Mon, Apr 1, and then, on Tue, Apr 
2, it was reported that Ed's wife had been killed. 

Ed once took Maffett to one side and told him he was 
going to Atlanta and take his wife back to Kentucky, but 
that he had a good notion to cut her throat. Maffett told 
Ed not to do that in Georgia, for it would be double trouble 
in that state. 

Maffett said that Ed had made threats several times to 
cut his wife's throat. He had never heard of a brother of 
Lillie by the name of Kelly. 

With the introduction of Maffett as a witness, the state 
and defense closed. Mr. Williams insisted that the case is 
one of murder in the first degree and therefore not bail- 
able. Justice Bork then announced that he would have to 
“hold Ed to court without bail.” 


72 Chronology 


Ed Receives Financial Aid 


Ed received another $50 (not $850 as claimed near the 
beginning of the same news article from which this infor- 
mation was taken) from home on the morning of Mon, 
Aug 26, 1907. This was the “third remittance for a like 
amount since his incarceration began.” All of his remit- 
tances came by registered letter from his brother George. 
On, or soon before Tue, Aug 27, 1907, Ed received a 
deed to a farm to be signed by him so it could be sold to 
finance his legal defense. The deed was dated Fri, Aug 23, 
1907, and accompanied by a letter instructing him to sign 
the deed, for which he would receive $300. The property 
was deeded to him by his brother George Turner (or more 
specifically, George Turner was the party in the first part 
in the agreement in which Ed was given possession of the 
farm). The deed described the property as follows: 7 


Lying and being in the county of Breathitt, state of 
Kentucky and on the Cotton Patch branch, a tributary 
of the Middle Fork of the Kentucky river, bounded as 
follows: to wit: beginning at the mouth of Mill creek 
on a water burch; thence up the point to the top of the 
ridge; then around the ridge with the top to the Grenall 
Spicer line; thence with said Spicer line to the Isaac 
Short line; thence with the said Isaac Short line to the 
John Short line; thence with the said John Short line 
to the river; thence with the meanders of the river to 
the beginning. Said Ed Turner heired said land out of 
his father’s (William Turner, deceased) estate. 
(Chattanooga News, Mon, Aug 26, 1907, Page 7) 


28 $50 = $1555.40 in 2020 and $300 = $9332.40 in 2020 
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Notes: 
¢ This author's best estimate places the property 
near: 37466630, -83.472215 
¢ Changed “Midde’ to “Middle.” 
¢ “burch” should certainly be “birch” 


It was around this time that Dave Edwards, who was once 
again living in the Hamilton County jail, revealed to Ed his 
part in the latter's capture. Edwards didn't tell him out- 
right, but instead let him guess this from his claim of 
pw Ed’s movements while he was on the run in Ken- 
tucky. 


Ed Indicted 


W. F. Maffett arrived for the grand jury on the night of 
Sun, Sep 8, 1907 at his own expense. 

J. E. Jones and F. F. Reeves, arrived for the grand jury 
the same night, after “being sent transportation” by Cap- 
tain Shipp. 

On the morning of Tue, Sep 10, 1907, Ed Turner was in- 
dicted for murder by the grand jury at Chattanooga. 

The leading defense Attorney was a brother of the at- 
torney general, and a “noted criminal lawyer.” 
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Trial Preparations and Jury Selection 


The jury selection process was extraordinarily difficult. 
Up until the noon recess on Fri, Oct 4, 1907, only nine ju- 
rors had been qualified, after exhausting three panels of 
about fifty men each. These first nine were “locked up” on 
the night of Fri, Oct 4. The remaining three were selected 
before 10 AM, the morning of Sat, Oct 5. The twelve jurors 
—along with the occupations and places of residence for 
most—were: 


- 


R. H. Parker, motorman [for the] Chattanooga 
Railways company. 

J. C. Thacher, farmer, old Thirteenth district. 

T. J. Cash, farmer. 

J. P. Williams, tinner, 305 William street. 

W. T. Shirley, jeweler, St. Elmo. 

A. D. Catlin, president [of the] Chattanooga Machin- 
ery company, 612 Vance avenue, Highland Park. 
George Flippo, regular panel, address not in direc- 
tory. 

J. L. Welch, farmer, old Thirteenth district. 

John Dent, farmer, near Hixson Station. 

10. Isaac Lewis, Soddy, driver. 

ll. W.B. Hixson, Hixson Station, farmer 

12. A. Vandergriff, north of river, farmer. 
(Chattanooga News, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 2) 


WO N OUAWN 


On the morning of Fri, Oct 4, the attorneys for the state 
and for Ed quarreled among themselves over time limita- 
tions for preparations. Attorney Cummings made a mo- 
tion for a continuance because a defense of hereditary in- 
sanity was planned for Ed. This motion was made based 
on the “heavy dockets in all the courts” leaving them in- 
sufficient time to get witnesses and depositions from Ken- 
tucky. The attorney-general responded by suggesting the 
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defense call Dave Edwards as a witness considering that 
he had known Ed for “over two years.” Defense attorney 
Cummings pointed out that no one would believe Edwards 
even under oath, knowing that he had been on trial him- 
self for murder until earlier that very morning when his 
hearing resulted in a mistrial. 

The attorney-general said he favored allowing the de- 
fense the opportunity to get those witnesses and deposi- 
tions from Kentucky, but added that the defense had not 
made a reasonable effort so far, despite knowing they 
would be needed. Attorney Cummings replied by saying 
that “the indictment was found on October 2, and no depo- 
sitions could be taken except by order of the court.” He 
added that any waiting incurred would only burden the 
defendant and would not harm the state. He further 
added that the defense had too little power to reach into 
Kentucky and obtain the proof they were after in sucha 
Short time, but that a continuance could allow them suc- 
cess. 

Judge McReynolds overruled the motion for a continu- 
ance, saying that the defense had had plenty of time and 
ability to get the evidence they required from Kentucky. 


Dave Edwards met face to face with Deputy Sheriff Bailey 
of Lee County for the first time since Ed's capture. It was 
Bailey and deputy Sheriff Rogers who had brought Ed out 
of the garret of George Combs home. They met in the 
criminal court room in the afternoon of Fri, Oct 4. It was a 
“rather warm meeting,’ with both men seeming very much 
glad to see each other, though neither one knew the 
other until introduced by Chief Deputy Frawley of Hamil- 
ton Co, TN. They had met before in a hotel during the hunt 
for Ed, but they didn't know each other at the time. That 
was the time that Officer Bailey got his information about 
where Ed was and when Bailey got a photograph of Ed. 
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Officer Bailey was expected to be a character witness 
for the State and possibly an important witness for the 
State as well. 





Garret — an attic or semi-finished room just beneath 
the roof of a house. 











That same morning, the defense obtained an expert wit- 
ness named Dr. E. E. Kerr—an alienist—to testify about his 
observations regarding Ed's actions. An effort was ex- 
pected to be made to show that Ed is afflicted with a 
"brain storm" inherited from his ancestors who, as claimed 
by the defense, were troubled in the same manner. They 
ae summoned Dr. J. W. MacQuillan, also an expert 
alienist. 





Alienist — A psychiatrist, or an expert in mental illness, 
especially with reference to legal ramifications. 











It was stated on Fri, Oct 4, that Ed’s brother-in-law George 
Combs was coming to attend the trial. It was also “pub- 
lished” that Judge Hargis——‘“the celebrated Kentucky 
judge’-—was going to send “a squad of men’ to Chat- 
tanooga to attend the trial and throw influence in Ed’s fa- 
vor, but none of these visits ever happened. 

Mrs. Fanny Warren—keeper of the Atlanta boarding 
house where Lillie had stayed—arrived the night of Fri, 
Oct 4 to testify at Eds trial. 
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Lillie’s Mother in Chattanooga 


Lillies mother—called “Martha Burchett” in the Chatta- 
nooga Star article about her—arrived in Chattanooga the 
night of Mon, Sep 30, 1907, as scheduled. Another account 
though, suggests she was scheduled to arrive on Fri, Oct 
4. She came in response to a letter from Captain Shipp, 
which said it was “desirable” for her to attend Ed's trial. 
She was met at the train when she arrived, and conveyed 
to the Burk Hotel on Cherry street, where she was to be 
“Stopping” during her visit. 

Her appearance was described in The Times as “about 
fifty-eight years of age,” “medium height,” “large in form,” 
and her face ‘round and full,” with “jet black” hair and her 
eyes “almost as dark as a hue.” 

A dispatch to The Chattanooga Star from Lexington, 
KY, said that “Mrs. Martha Burchett” passed through Lex- 
ington on her way to Chattanooga. While at Lexington, 
She said: 

Ed Turner got my girl to go away from home 
with him and then murdered her. I think his life 
ought to pay for it. 

(Chattanooga Star, Fri, Oct 4, 1907, Page 6) 


The dispatch also mentioned that she could “neither read 
nor write.” 

“Early in the evening’ of Fri, Oct 4, a reporter for the 
Chattanooga Daily Times called on Lillies mother at the 
Burk Hotel When the reporter came to her door, she had 
already retired. The reporter had to resort to a “slight sub- 
terfuge” to induce her to come to the door of her room. 
She then talked with the reporter for a while. The conver- 
sation went as described below: ”° 


29 The spelling of the nickname “Sim” versus “Sims” is inconsistent. 
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"When did I first see Ed?" repeated Mrs. Burcham, when 
asked that question by the Times reporter. "Near as I can 
remember, it was some time last summer, when he came 
and stayed with Sim, that's Simeon Kelly Burcham, my 
youngest son. You see, he met Lillie some time before that 
at a dance on the Middle Fork. The first I knowed of him 
was when he came to see Sims.” 

"What kind of a man was he? It was hearsay that he was 
no account, but then thousands of kinds of stories can be 
circulated about a feller. What I seen of him, he was a nice 
appearing sort of a feller. I loved Ed when he was at my 
house most as much as did my daughter. He’d come and 
stay with Sims off and on, and about the first of August or 
September of last year, they were married. Then they lived 
for a while in Middle Fork and Miller's creek with Ed's 
sister Liza.” 

"About the first of December or January, I don’t remem- 
ber which, they went to Georgia. Before they went they 
made me promise to come and see them when they got 
kinder settled. I promised to come. I received a letter from 
them when they were in Cartersville, asking me to come. 

I started to get ready to come. I believe Ed had a kind of 
lunch counter like at Cartersville. I never heard from them 
after that." 

“When did I hear of Lillie's death? It was on the third of 
April. I received a telegram from somebody down here. 
Later, her body was sent home.” 

"Why did I come to Chattanooga? I don’t know why I 
came. A man wrote me a letter asking me to come, and I 
come. Who did I come with? I came by myself, except 
the train folks, they came with me to Chattanooga. No, 
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I hain’t seen any one yit since I have been here. Only a 
man came to see me and told me the trial wasn’t ready yet. 
Have I been to see Ed yet? No, there ain't no use. No, I'm 
not going to see him, not that I knows of. I don't suppose 
that he wants to see me." 

The only sign of feeling shown by Mrs. Burcham in the 
interview, was the repetition of the statement that she 
loved Ed as she did her daughter. /sic/ 

Mrs. Burcham stated that her husband had been dead for 
some time, and that she had three children living, "Sims," 
her youngest son; "Mellison," a nick name for Malloney, 
and a daughter, Martha. "Mellison," she stated, farmed on 
a little plat /sic] of ground near their home on Frozen 
Creek, while "Sims" was employed on the "public works." 
They were not coming to Chattanooga, "not that she 
knowed of." 

When asked to tell something of her daughter Lillie, for 
whose murder Ed Turner is on trial, Mrs. Burcham said 
that she had been a good girl and the possessor of a pleas- 
ant disposition. “Lillie was sixteen years old,” said Mrs. 
Burcham. "and would have been seventeen this coming 
November." 

(Chattanooga Daily Times, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 5) 


During the conversation, She said the following: 


Her husband “had been dead for some time” 

She had three living children: Simeon Kelly “Sims” 
Burcham—her youngest son: “Mellison” (a nick 
name for Maloney); and a daughter, Martha. 
Mellison farmed on a little plat /sic/of ground near 
their home on Frozen Creek. 

Sims was employed on the “public works.” 
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As far as She knew, none of her children would be 

coming to Chattanooga. 

She first saw Ed “some time last summer, when he 

came and stayed with Sim.” 

Ed met Lillie “at a dance on the Middle Fork’ .. 

“some time before’ he ever stayed with Sim. 

‘I loved Ed when he was at my house, most as 

much as did my daughter.” 

Ed came and stayed with Sims off and on... 

Lillie & Ed married “about the first of August or 

September of last year...” 

Ed had a sister named Liza, and the couple “lived 

as a while in Middle Fork and Miller’s creek” with 
er. 

“About the first of December or January ... they 

went to Georgia.” Before they went, they made her 

promise to visit them after they got settled. And 

She did make that promise. 

She received a letter from them when they were in 

Cartersville, asking her to come for a visit. She 

Started to get ready to visit. She believed that Ed 

had “a kind of lunch counter” at Cartersville. 

Lillie was 16 when she died, and would have been 

17 “this coming November,” meaning that she was 

born in Nov 1890. 

She heard of Lillies death on Apr 3, 1907—she re- 

ceived a telegram from “somebody down here.” 

She came to Chattanooga because “a man wrote 

me a letter asking me to come.” She came alone. 

She hadn't seen anyone [connected with the mur- 

der or the trial] before the interview. 

She didn't plan to see Ed—she didn't want to, and 

he probably didn't want her to see him. 

When describing Lillie, She said that Lillie “had 

been a good girl and the possessor of a pleasant 

disposition.” 
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Kentucky's Version of the Story 


According to the Lexington Dispatch, Kentuckians had a 
different and very distorted understanding of the killing: 


Ed and Lillie were living in Chattanooga and went to 
Lookout Mountain one Sunday to spend the day. Ed 
missed his wife finally, and went in search of her. Ed 
found her... in the arms of a young man from Atlanta, 
GA. Ed rushed upon the couple and killed Lillie by 
cutting her throat. He fled, and was chased through Chat- 
tanooga. He kept running, and finally eluded his pursuers, 
escaping into Elliott county, Ky., where for 
more than a month, he lived in a cave, with relatives 
bringing food to him. 

(Chattanooga Star, Fri, Oct 4, 1907, Page 6) 


82 Chronology 


The Trial Begins 


Ed Turner's trial for first degree murder began after 10:00 
AM on Sat, Oct 5, 1907. The first part of the morning was 
spent selecting the last three jurors. Among the listeners 
were a number of ladies, some of them Bijou Theater cho- 
rus girls. 

The first uneasiness noticed in Ed’s demeanor while 
witnessing the slow process of securing the jury to try 
him on that day before the trial, was when Sheriff D. C. 
Bailey, of Lee Co, KY entered the court room. 

Bailey was there to testify for the state. It was rumored 
that he would tell of a confession made to him by Ed at 
the time of his capture. 

Only two witnesses were introduced this first day of 
the trial—both for the state. They were J. E. Jones and F. F. 
Reeves. 


Jones’ Testimony —— J. E. Jones, a witness for the State, 
was the first to go on the witness stand. He was examined 
by Attorney-General Whitaker. He described himself as 
20 years old, married, and a box-maker by trade. 

He first met Ed Turner and his wife in Atlanta. He saw 
Lillie Turner's body in Sharp's dead wagon at the foot of 
the mountain, but “had to give it up.” °° 

He said that if Ed had a pistol, he never saw it. 

On the Friday night before Lillie was killed, he “went 
back to the hotel and saw Lillian there, and Ed Turner 
came in late.” It's not easy to be sure which hotel he 
meant. 

Saturday morning, he and Reeves went back to the 
reciente Hotel but did not see Turner that day, but saw 

im 


30 This author doesn’t know what was meant by “had to give it up.” 
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Sunday night, when Ed brought the police up to the 
Georgia Hotel where they had moved, and had them ar- 
rested. He and Lillie were taken to the station house, 
where someone put up collateral and got Lillie out. Later, 
Joe Warren put up $25.75 # and got him out. “It was said in 
Turner's presence, that Turner put up the money,” Jones 
insisted. 

Afterwards, Jones went to the Georgia Hotel and Ed 
and Lillie were there. Lillie told Jones that She was coming 
to Chattanooga and wanted him to go with her. 

He and Reeves went to the depot, and Ed asked them 
to go to Marietta with them. Both Ed and Lillie wanted 
Jones to go with them to Kentucky, where they said they 
would be going later. Below is the next part of his story, in 
his own words: 


Reeves and I went to Marietta on a trolley car and then 
back to Atlanta, where we took a train for Chattanooga. 

We met Turner at the Union depot here, and he told us 
his wife went off with a man, and next day, we met Tur- 
ner and his wife. We walked around awhile, and some 
one suggested that we go to Lookout mountain. Reeves 
and myself went to get some whisky, and caught the 
same car on which Turner and his wife were riding. We 
got off at Incline No. 2, thinking that Turner and his wife 
would get off at the marble yard. 

Some time after, I saw Turner catch the car coming to 
the city, and I ran down and caught the car, and asked 
Turmer where Lillie was. He said she had come to town 
an hour ago. I got off and went back to St. Elmo, and we 
all came back and I looked for Reeves, and after I found 


31 $25.75 = $801.03 in 2020 
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him, we went back to St. Elmo and Deputy Sheriff Per- 
kins had some bloodhounds there. I learned that Lillie 
had been killed and that her body was in the dead wag- 
on. Mr. Perkins brought me back to town and I met 
Reeves. We were taken to the jail and returned to At- 
lanta on Thursday. I never saw Ed Turner any more 
after he said his wife came to town. 

(Chattanooga News, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 2) 


Jones then told of a conversation hed had with Ed in the 
Hamilton County jail, during which Ed denied killing Lillie 
and denied even knowing him. A “tilt” followed in which 
Ed denied the killing and charged Jones with being the 
guilty party. That conversation is Shown below: 


* “What made you kill Lillie?” asked Jones. 

* “You killed her yourself.” retorted Turner as quick as 
thought. 

* “How can you say I killed her when you say you don’t 
know me?” asked Jones, and then added, “You know you 
killed her.” 

* “You wouldn’t say that if you were in here,” answered 
Turner. 

(Atlanta Constitution, Wed, Aug 14, 1907, Page 4) 


Jones told about a Story Lillie related to him in which she 
said Ed made her stay with a man in a hotel there and Ed 
did not deny it. She had told him her name was Lillie 
Palmer. 

On cross-examination, Jones admitted he had been sep- 
arated from his wife. 
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Reeves’ Testimony — Reeves was next, and “in the main,” 
he corroborated Jones’ testimony. He was examined by At- 
sa Joe V. Williams (who was assisting the state in the 
case). 

He told about the trip taken by himself along with 
Jones, the Turner couple, and a woman named Effie. Effie 
had been robbed of $27—it being taken from her stocking 
—and Ed was accused of the theft. Effie was about to call 
for the police when Ed gave him $17 to hand to Effie. He 
said that Ed gave him a pistol to carry for him, telling him 
that he did not want to be arrested while carrying a gun. 
Ed threw the pistol in the river. He then told of the trip 
back to the hotel in Atlanta and also of the trip to Chat- 
tanooga. Reeves’ evidence was planned to be concluded 
on Monday morning. The complete account of his testi- 
mony is shown below: *7 


The hearing was resumed with the cross examination 
of F. F. Reeves, by Attorney W. H. Cummings. 

Reeves admitted that he had relations with Lillie Tur- 
ner on the trip across the Chattahoochee river from At- 
lanta on the Sunday mention heretofore as J. E. Jones 
admitted on Saturday. 

The witness said the woman known as Effie, first said 
she lost $17 and then said she lost $27. Reeves said he 
went back to Atlanta with Effie and himself and Jones, 
left her at the steps of the Germania Hotel that night. 
Reeves knew nothing of the arrest of Jones and Lillie 
at the insistence of Turner. 

He told of going to Marietta on a trolley car with Tur- 
ner and his wife and Jones, and said he had no reason 


32 $27 = $839.92 in 2020 and $17 = $528.84 in 2020 
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to go there except to see the town, as he had never been 
there. 

He denied that he went there simply to have relations 
with Lillie. He said Turner had never offered him $5 
to come to Chattanooga, but he said he understood Tur- 
ner gave Jones $5. 

He said Turner had a $10 bill and he went out to get 
it changed, and then gave $5 to Jones. 

He said he came to Chattanooga to see the town—just 
the reason why he went to Marietta. 

"Don’t you know nobody will believe such a state- 
ment as that?" asked Mr. Cummings. "I don’t care, it's 
up to them," was the answer. 

Reeves then denied having gone to Lookout moun- 
tain to follow Lillie, but just to see the mountain. He 
thought himself and Jones were on the opposite side 
in the car going out, while Jones says they were on the 
same side of the aisle of the car. He admitted that all 
had been drinking some before going to the mountain. 
After telling about the trip to the mountain, Reeves 
said Turner came down from the mountain and crossed 
the street to get the street car. At first he did not know 
which way the car was moving, but afterwards said it 
was coming to the city. * 

(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


Both witnesses were cross-examined by defense Attorney 
W. H. Cummings. The criminal court adjourned at noon 
until the next Monday. 


33 $5 = $155.54 in 2020 and $10 = $311.08 in 2020 
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Ed's Behavior —— Below, is someone's impression of Ed's 
behavior during the proceedings, as published in a news- 


paper: 


During the trial, Turner’s ever-busy blue eyes were 
kept moving about over the court room in a very ner- 
vous manner. He has had a clean shave and looked as 
neat as a new pin. His confinement in the Hamilton 
county jail has had little or no effect seemingly upon 
him. He wears his hair parted on the left side and his 
mustache, a dark color, is rather heavy and turns to a 
point above his lips. 

(Chattanooga News, Sat, Oct 5, 1907, Page 2) 


Edwards Attacks Jailer 


Sometime in the night hours of Sat, Oct 5, 1907, or the 
early morning hours of Sun, Oct 6, Dave Edwards—once 
again an inmate of the Hamilton County jail—“went vio- 
lently insane,” and attacked Night Jailer Lowe. “D. C. Bailey 
was Called upon early in the morning to aid Lowe in quiet- 
ing Edwards.” The “crazy man’ had “pounced on’ the jailer 
and tried to take his revolver, with the stated intention of 
“killing the jailer and himself.” The jailer had a difficult 
time subduing and locking him up. Bailey came into the 
office in time to receive a blow across the face with a 
Stick. Though blinded by the blood from his freshly-in- 
flicted wound, Bailey seized Edwards and “handled him as 
if he had been a child,” and before Edwards realized what 
had happened, he was locked up in the hospital cell on the 
upper floor of the prison. During the fight, Edwards gave 
D. C. Bailey a black eye, which he sported on the witness 
Stand at Ed's trial, on the following Monday (Oct 7th). % 


34 The Courier-Journal said “day jailer” instead of “night jailer” 
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Ed’s Trial, Day Two 


Ed’s trial resumed, as scheduled, on Mon, Oct 7, 1907. It be- 
gan with the cross-examination of F. F. Reeves, by Attor- 
ney W. H. Cummings. 

Reeves admitted that he had had relations with Lillie 
on the trip across the Chattahoochee river from Atlanta 
on the Sunday before Lillies murder. He said that Effie 
first claimed she lost $17 then later claimed she had lost 
$27. He said he went back to Atlanta with Effie and Jones, 
then left Effie at the steps of the Germania Hotel that 
night. He knew nothing about the arrest of Jones and Lil- 
lie which Ed had requested. He went to Marietta, GA ona 
trolley car with Ed, Lillie and Jones, and his only reason 
for going there was to see the town, since he had never 
been there. He denied going there merely to have rela- 
tions with Lillie. 

Ed had never offered him $5 to come to Chattanooga, 
but he understood that Ed did give $5 to Jones. He said 
that Ed had a $10 bill, went out to get it Changed, and then 
gave $5 to Jones. When Reeves said that he came to Chat- 
tanooga to see the town—the same reason he went to 
Marietta, Mr. Cummings asked, “Dont you know nobody 
will believe such a statement as that?” Reeves answered 
with, “I don't care, it's up to them.” ** 

Reeves then denied having gone to Lookout Mountain 
to follow Lillie—that he only went there to see the moun- 
tain. While he recalled that he and Jones were on opposite 
sides of the aisle in the car going out, Jones had said they 
were both on the same side. He admitted that all of them 
had been “drinking some’ before going to the mountain. 

He said that Ed came down from the mountain and 
crossed the street to “get the streetcar.” At first Reeves 


35 $5 = $155.54 in 2020 


Chronology 89 


didnt know which way the car was moving, but after- 
wards Saw it was headed to the city. 

William Holland's Testimony — William Holland, the as- 
sistant station master at the Union Depot, didn't positively 
identify Ed, but said that he was the man who was said to 
be Ed Turner. Mr. Cummings objected on the ground that 
the witness did not identify Ed. 

He recognized a woman at Sharp's morgue as the same 
one he saw at the depot at 9:25 the night of Mon, Apr 1. 

Holland awoke a man dressed in a light suit, who was 
in the general waiting room at about 1:25 Tuesday morn- 
ing. The man said he was going to Kentucky. Holland saw 
two other men there, and one of them said, "theres Ed 
now. The man went walking toward the train, and “the 
two boys followed him up,” and then they all went out on 
the street. Holland said this man looked like the defen- 
dant except that the man (in the Union Depot) did not 
have a mustache. 

On cross-examination by Attorney Whitaker, Holland 
said he could not positively identify Ed. He went on to ex- 
plain that the lady he saw in the depot had red roses in 
her hat. He had heard her say: “No, 1 don't want to go now; 
I want to stay here.” 

The defense then objected to all the testimony of the 
witness. The objection was overruled. The original ac- 
count of his testimony is Shown below: 


William Holland, assistant station master at the Union 
depot, did not positively identify Ed Turner, but said he 
was the man who was said to be Ed Turner, Mr. Cum- 
mings objected on the ground that the witness did not 
identify Turner. 

He said he saw a woman whom he recognized at Sharp's 
morgue at the depot at 9:25 p. m. that night. 
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He awoke a man in the general waiting room about 1:25 
o'clock that morning and he was dressed in a light suit. 
He said the man was going to Kentucky. Mr. Holland 
saw two other men there, and one of them said, "there’s 
Ed now." The man went walking toward the train, and 
the two boys followed him up, and then they all went 
out on the street. The witness afterwards, said this man 
looked like the defendant except that the man did not 
have a mustache. On cross examination by Attorney 
Whitaker, the witness said he could not positively iden- 
tify Turner. He went on to explain that the lady he saw 
in the depot had red roses in her hat. He heard her say: 

“No, I don’t want to go now; I want to stay here.” 

(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


L. B. Holloman's Testimony —— L. B. Holloman, who was 
clerk of the Connor House in April, Showed from his reg- 
ister that “Ed Turner and wife and E. Kelly registered at 
his hotel” on Mon, Apr 1. He said the defendant resembled 
the man who registered as Ed Turner. There was no 
woman with Ed at the time the room was “engaged.” Ed 
wanted “a suite of rooms,” but he told Ed that he had no 
suite, but that he did have a room with two beds in it. He 
said that when Kelly claimed he was Lillie’s brother, he al- 
lowed all three of them to stay in the same room. It was 
about 11 o'clock that night when the three parties went 
into the room. The next morning, he saw Ed and Lillie 
come out of the room. 

Attorney Whitaker objected to Holloman’s testimony 
on the same ground as that of Mr. Holland, and it too, was 
eee The original account of his testimony is Shown 

elow: 
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L. B. Holloman, clerk of the Connor house in April, 
showed from his register that Ed Turner and wife and 

E. Kelly registered at his hotel on April 1. He said the 
defendant resembled the man who registered as Ed Tur- 
ner. No woman was with Turner at the time the room 
was engaged. Turner wanted a suite of rooms, but the 
witness told him he had no suite, but he had a room with 
two beds in it. He said Kelly claimed to be a brother of 
Lillie Turner and then all three were admitted. The wit- 
ness saw Turner and his wife come out of the room next 
morning. It was about 11 o’clock that night when the 
three parties went into the room. 

Attorney Whitaker objected to the testimony of the wit- 
ness on the same ground as that of Mr. Holland, which 
was overruled. 

(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


George Kilgore’s Testimony —— George Kilgore, the motor- 
man on the Alton Park car, on which Ed, Lillie, Jones and 
Reeves rode to the mountain, remembered seeing Lillie 
that day. On the car, he noticed Ed “rise up in the aisle,” in 
a seemingly angry manner. 

On cross-examination, Kilgore said that Ed was “red in 
the face,” kept looking down on Lillie, and was “talking 
abruptly to her.” The original account of his testimony is 
Shown below: 


George Kilgore, motorman on the Alton Park car, on 
which Turner and his wife and Jones and Reeves rode to 
the mountain, remembered seeing the dead girl that day. 
On the car, he noticed Turner rise up in the aisle, seem- 
ingly in an angry manner. 


92 Chronology 


On cross examination, the witness said Turner was red 
in the face and he kept looking down on the woman and 
was talking abruptly to her. 

D. Bass, conductor on the same car, first saw Turner at 
Ninth and Market streets, when he and Lillie got on the 
car. He said Turner stood in the aisle and kept looking 
on the west side, near Eleventh street, near which point 
Jones and Reeves ran and caught the car. 

He asked Turner to sit down as there were several va- 
cant seats. He said Turner was restless and he was speak- 
ing angrily to the woman, he thought. 

On cross examination, the witness said Jones and Reeves 
occupied seats in front of Turner and his wife. The witness 
remembered that he testified in the committing trial that 
Turner motioned for Jones and Reeves to get on the car. 
(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


D. Bass’ Testimony —— D. Bass, conductor on the same Al- 
ton Park car, first saw Ed at the intersection of Ninth and 
Market streets, when he and Lillie got on the car. He said 
that Ed stood in the aisle and kept looking on the west 
side near Eleventh street, near the point where Jones and 
Reeves ran and caught the car. He asked Ed to sit down 
since there were several vacant seats. He said Ed was 
restless and was speaking angrily to Lillie. 

On cross-examination, the witness said Jones and 
Reeves occupied seats in front of Ed and Lillie. He re- 
called testifying in the committing trial that Ed motioned 
for Jones and Reeves to get on the car. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Copes Testimony — Mrs. Elizabeth Cope, 
who lived at the intersection of the mountain road and 
Georgia Ave in St. Elmo, identified the defendant. 

She had seen Ed in her yard about 1 o'clock on Tue, Apr 
2, with a nicely-dressed, “quite pretty” young lady. She 
asked them where they were going, and they said they 
were going up the mountain. They were going the wrong 
way though, so she told them the right way. The woman 
wanted to go the right way, but Ed did not. Ed had some- 
thing in his hand that appeared to be a knife, which he 
was “flourishing.” The couple went on up the mountain 
road and she never saw them again. She said She was at 
the scene of the tragedy for the first time about three 
weeks before that day of the trial. She said one could get 
to that spot several ways. 

On cross-examination, Mrs. Cope said she thought Ed 
was whittling on a stick as they passed by, and that Ed 
had thanked her for the information she gave. The origi- 
nal account of her testimony is Shown below: 


Mrs. Elizabeth Cope, who lives at the mountain road 
and Georgia avenue, St. Elmo, saw Ed Turner in her 
yard on April 2. She then identified the defendant and 
said that on April 2, about 1 o’clock, she also saw a 
young lady with Turner and said she was dressed nice- 
ly. She was quite pretty. 

She asked them where they were going, and they said 
they were going up the mountain. They were going the 
wrong way, and the witness told them the right way. 
The woman wanted to go the right way, but Turner did 
not. Turner had something that seemed to be a knife in 
his hand, which he was flourishing. They went on up 
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the mountain road and she never saw them again. Mrs. 

Cope then said she was at the scene of the tragedy about 
three weeks ago, for the first time. She said one can get 
to the spot where the tragedy occurred several ways. 

On cross examination, Mrs. Cope said she thought Tur- 
ner was whittling on a stick as they passed by. Turner 
thanked her for the information she gave. 

(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 





Flourish — To make bold, sweeping movements with. 











Mr. Holland Recalled —— Mr. Holland—having been re- 
called as a witness—said that at the jail, Ed admitted to 
him that he remembered being awakened at the depot by 
him, but at first, Ed had said that he did not remember it. 


D. C. Bailey's Testimony — D. C. Bailey, Deputy Sheriff of 
Lee Co, KY, was one of the officers who arrested Ed. That 
day, he had a black eye, from being struck by Dave Ed- 
wards, the previous Saturday night at the jail. 

Bailey told the story of Ed’s capture. He also testified 
that Ed had confessed to killing Lillie. There were actually 
two versions in the same article of Bailey's testimony re- 
garding Ed's alleged confession. ** These versions dont 
conflict, but they provide different details. Combined, they 
tell us the following: 

Bailey testified that on the way from George Comb’s 
house to the Beattyville jail, that Ed admitted to him that 
he “cut his wife's throat.” That he did it because “she did 
not treat him right,” and “she was with another man on 
the side of the mountain.” That Ed tried to cut that man, 
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but he had gotten away, and that he then “leaned back 
and cut his wife's throat.” 

On cross-examination, Bailey was asked if Ed told him 
anything about having Lillie and another man arrested in 
the room at the Georgia Hotel and he said he didnt re- 
member such a statement. The original account of his 
testimony is Shown below: 


D. C. Bailey, deputy sheriff of Lee county, Kentucky, 
who was one of the officers who arrested Turner in the 
loft of George Combs’ house on Winters creek, in Estill 
county, told how Turner was arrested. The description 
of the capture has been detailed in these columns before. 

Bailey told of poking his hat through the scuttle hole to 
test Turner and then made Turner throw up his hands. 
Turner leaned over and said he was going after his shoes. 
Bailey let him dress, and then put the handcuffs on him. 
On the way to Beattyville, the witness said that Ed admit- 
ted he cut his wife’s throat, because she did not treat him 
right. She was with another man on the side of the moun- 
tain, and he tried to cut him, but he got away, and then 
Turner said he leaned back and cut his wife’s throat. 

On cross examination, the witness was asked if Turner 
told him anything about having his wife arrested in the 
room with another man, and the witness said he never re- 
membered such a statement. 

(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 
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Lillies Mother's Testimony —— Mrs. Lou Burcham—Lillie's 
mother—appeared on the witness stand bathed in tears. 
She said that Lillie was 16 years old, and was married 
“away from home on the middle fork of the Kentucky 
river. 

She said she never saw Ed until after he and Lillie 
were married (this contradicts statements she made at 
the hotel to a reporter saying that Ed had visited the Bur- 
cham home several times before they married). Ed and 
Lillie visited her “three or four times afterwards,” she con- 
tinued. Lillie had told her about Ed striking her on the 
knee with an umbrella and threatening her life on the 
Kentucky river bridge. Lillies real name was “Calista Ali- 
faire’ Burcham, but she liked for Ed to call her Lillie. 

She was asked by Attorney-General Whitaker about 
the letters she received from Lillie, and she opened her 
purse and gave them to the attorney-general. The original 
account of her testimony is Shown below: 


Mrs. Lou Burcham, the mother of Lillie Turner, ap- 
peared, bathed in tears, on the witness stand. She said 
her daughter was 16 years of age. Lillie was married 
away from home on the middle fork of the Kentucky 
river. Mrs. Burcham never saw Ed Turner until after 
the marriage. She said they visited her three or four 
times afterwards. Her daughter told her of Ed striking 
her on the knee with an umbrella and threatening her 
life on the Kentucky river bridge. She said her daugh- 
ter’s real name was “Calista Alifaire” Burcham, but 
she liked for Ed to call her Lillie. 

She was asked by Attorney-General Whitaker about 
the letters she received from Lillie, and she opened 
her purse and gave them to the attorney-general. 
(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 
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Captain SrtERS Testimony ——— Captain Shipp testified 
next. He told of the “tracing” of Ed on the day of the 
tragedy and his going to the scene of the killing, where he 
found Lillies body lying in the “railroad cut.” She had on a 
dark silk skirt, a white hat with red flowers, a waist with 
Straps over the shoulders, was “very handsome” and 
weighed about 130 pounds. “Her head was almost cut off, 
the throat being cut almost all the way round.” 

He had sent a photo of Ed to Mrs. Burcham, who then 
identified it. He told of Ed’s baggage which was left at the 
Union Depot, and which contained a letter Showing that it 
had been mailed on Fri, Mar 22, 1907, and received that 
same day at Cartersville, GA. The letter was addressed to 
Ed Turner. 

Attorney-General Whitaker proposed to read the letter, 
which was objected to by Mr. Cummings. The court de- 
cided to hold the letter for the present and the attorney- 
general said he proposed to show that the handwriting is 
that of Lillie Turner. The original account of his testimony 
is Shown below: 


Sheriff J. F. Shipp then testified as to the tracing of Ed 
Tumer on the day of the tragedy and his going to the scene 
of the killing, where he found the body lying in the rail- 
road cut. She had on a dark silk skirt, a white hat with red 
flowers, a waist with straps over the shoulders, was very 
handsome and weighed about 130 pounds. 

Her head was almost cut off, the throat being cut almost 
all the way round. 

He sent the photo of Turner to Mrs. Burcham, who 
identified it. He told of the baggage of Turner which was 
left at the Union depot, which contained a letter showing 
that it was mailed March 22 and received the same day 
at Cartersville, Ga. The letter was addressed to Ed Turner. 


98 Chronology 


Attorney-General Whitaker then proposed to read the 
letter, which was objected to by Mr. Cummings. 
(Chattanooga News, Mon, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


Frank L. West's Testimony —— Frank L. West, embalmer at 
L. J. Sharp's, told of seeing the girls body at the place 
where the tragedy occurred. ..That the cut in her throat 
was from ear to ear. ..And that it was he, who shipped the 
body to Kentucky. 


Ed's Demeanor in Court: 
Turner showed no sign of emotion, even while Mrs. Lou 
Burcham, bathed in tears, told of the beautiful girl and her 
marriage to Turner and the time they left home and visited the 
family three times after their wedding. It was a most affecting 
scene when Mrs. Burcham took the witness stand, but the de- 
fendant seemed to be not in the least moved by her tears ex- 
cepting that his cheeks flushed a few times, but his ever vigi- 
lant eyes kept watch at the witness stand. 
At one time, while Mrs. Elizabeth Cope of St. Elmo, who 
saw the couple pass her house a short time before the tragedy, 
was testifying, Turner whispered into the ears of Attorney 
Whitaker and then came the question and the answer that Tur- 
ner thanked Mrs. Cope for the information she gave concern- 
ing the right road to take up the mountain. 
(Chattanooga News, Oct 7, 1907, Page 9) 


At this point, court adjourned until 1:30 PM. It was under- 
Stood that Ed would go on the witness stand and deny all 
connection with the case that afternoon at the close of 
the introduction of evidence by the state, which was plan- 
ned to be early in the afternoon. 
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Ed on the Witness Stand 


The court reconvened (or was scheduled to do so) at 1:30 
PM. Ed denied all of the state's allegations that he had “en- 
couraged Lillie to lead a life of Shame.” And further: 


He denied that he engaged a room at a Chattanooga hotel for 
Lillie, E. Kelly and himself, and that after Lillie and the stran- 
ger had gone into the room at about 11 o’clock that night, he 
went back to the Union depot to meet Jones and Reeves, re- 
maining there until after 1:30 that morning. 

(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 


The denial quoted above, implies that he was suspected of 
deliberately leaving Lillie and Ed Kelly alone together ina 
hotel room for 22 hours for some questionable activity. 

He denied being present at the “jubilee” across the 
Chattahoochee river from Atlanta when, according to 
both Jones and Reeves, he had cut Effie’s stocking, took 
$17 from it and later returned the money. 

He denied beckoning to Jones and Reeves to get on the 
car and go to Lookout Mountain with him and Lillie. He 
said that he and Lillie went up the old mountain road in 
order to avoid Jones and Reeves. 

He denied giving Jones $5 to follow him and Lillie to 
Chattanooga. 

He denied telling Deputy Sheriff Bailey that he found 
another man with Lillie on the side of the mountain, 
whom he tried to kill and, failing in this, turned on Lillie 
and cut her throat. 

He stated that the chief of police (most accounts call 
him the marshal) of Cartersville had ordered Lillie leave 
that city because of her conduct, and so She had left and 
moved to Atlanta. 
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He was confronted with a letter, allegedly written by 
Lillie after She had gone to Atlanta, and which he had re- 
ceived at Cartersville. Ed disclaimed all knowledge of the 
letter and said he had received only one letter from Lillie. 
The introduction of the letter “raised a storm of objec- 
tions” from the defense, who held that a letter could not 
be introduced as testimony until identified. The attorney- 
general attempted to tell some of the contents of the let- 
ter, in which Lillie allegedly told Ed that she was ‘tired of 
living such an awful life, and she could stand it no longer.” 
The letter was ruled to be incompetent testimony. 


Ed Confesses — During the preliminary investigation, it 
had seemed there would be no admissions or confessions 
on the part of the defense. However, at about 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon of Mon, Oct 7, after being on the witness 
Stand “for nearly an hour,” Ed confessed in open court to 
murdering Lillie. He claimed that she had been “untrue to 
him and defied him when he upbraided her for her infi- 
delity.” He said "I told my wife what a scandalous life she 
was living and she ought to let those Atlanta boys alone. I 
asked her to lead a different life, and she replied I will do 
as Id__n please.” *’ “I lost control of myself and cut her,” 
he continued. Explaining further, he said that he “cut his 
wife one time, and walked away.” Another account of that 
conversation went: “..with an oath, she said she would 
continue as she had been if she so desired.” When re- 
counting the details of the murder, he said “I had the knife 
in my hand, with which I had been whittling, and I just 
Struck her and walked away after she fell.” 

Ed also “told the story of his life from the time he was 
ten years old.” Ed's counsel made a “strong fight” to save 
his life on “the plea of temporary insanity.” 
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The Attorney-General’s Arraignment 

¢ “You admit your wife and Jones were arrested in 
Atlanta?” asked the attorney general. 

° “Yes” was the answer. 

¢ “You admit Jones and Reeves went on the same 
car with you to Lookout mountain?” 

° “Yes.” 

¢ “And yet, after you were arrested and lodged in 
jail, you denied knowing Jones who talked to you in 
the jail?” 

¢ “T met several people in the jail.” 

¢ “You admit that you and your wife slept in a room 
where there was a strange man?” 

° “Yes.” 

* "You deny that you went back to the depot about 
1:25 o’clock that morning to wait for Jones and Reeves?" 

° “Yes, I do.” 

¢ “You say you wanted to show your wife the sights 
about Chattanooga?” 

° “Yes.” 

¢ “And before you showed her the sights, you deli- 
berately cut her throat?” 

¢ “Yes: I cut her throat.” 

¢ “You say you loved her so much that you put her 
in bed with a strange man?” 

¢ "You say your mother is weak-minded and your 
grandmother died insane and yet you have not one 
here to testify to this?... How many licks did you strike 
her?" 

* “One.” 

¢ “And yet you nearly cut her head off.” 

¢ There was no answer. 
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* “Do you pretend to tell this court and jury that you 
did not know it was wrong when you cut your wife’s 
throat?” he asked. 

¢ “Not in my present condition,” was the answer. 

* “T believe you say you contracted a disease four 
years ago? Am I right?” 

“Yes; partly so.” 

¢ “You were married September 18, 1906?” 

° “Yes.” 

¢ “How long had you known your girl wife before 
you married her?” 

¢ “One month.” 

¢ “And yet you married her pure and holy, while 
you were befouled with a loathsome disease, and then 
you come here and attempt to tear down her character?” 

¢ “T didn’t say that,” was the reply. 
(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 
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Expert Testimony for Ed ——— Dr. J. W. MacQuillan—an 
alienist—was asked a hypothetical question, in which he 
took the defendant as a man who had received no reli- 
gious training, had contracted a disease at an early age, 
had become depraved by strong drink, had his mind fired 
with Lillies conduct toward other men, had insanity in the 
family, etc. and the doctor was asked whether or not such 
a man was sane or insane. Dr. MacQuillan replied that 
such a man was laboring under great emotional strain. 

He was asked if Ed had “powers of deliberation” at the 
time he struck the fatal blow, to which the doctor an- 
swered that they would be “very much diminished.” The 
doctor went on to say that about 80 per cent of the hu- 
man family is sane. 

The attorney-general then took the expert witness to 
task and asked Dr. MacQuillan if he had not learned a 
good deal since he last testified in the Meacham trial, 
when the doctor stated that “only 2 per cent of the human 
family are sane.” Dr. MacQuillan said he was misunder- 
Stood. He explained that he testified in that trial that “only 
2 per cent, are sound in mind and body. After some dis- 
cussion, the attorney-general asked the witness if he was 
sane. 

Judge McReynolds was sworn and then testified that to 
the best of his recollection, Dr. MacQuillan testified in the 
Meachum trial that “only 2 per cent of the human race is 
sane. 

Dr. E. E. Kerr—another alienist—followed, and was 
asked the same hypothetical question. He defined such a 
person as Ed Turner as being a moral pervert and that he 
is not necessarily insane. 
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The Attorney-General’s Speech — After making the pre- 
liminary remarks, Attorney-General M. N. Whitaker—bro- 
ther of defense Attorney E. L. Whitaker—in making his ar- 
gument for the state, “painted a pretty picture’ before the 


jury: 


I see, in my mind’s eye, in the mountains of Breath- 
itt county, Ky., a quaint mountain home in which there 
is an old woman, a veritable woman of Israel. Sixteen 
years ago, she was nursing a baby girl. I can see that 
baby look up into the face of an honest mother. a 
picture of faith, chastity, honesty and virtue. That home 
was robbed of one of its jewels—the father was snatch- 
ed from the bosom of that old mother, but virtue remain- 
ed enthroned. The old woman had a well-kept mountain 
home. It seemed rather strange and unkind, that it be- 
came necessary for that old mother to hire her daughter 
out to assist in supporting the large family of children. 
But there was a serpent who trailed across the pathway 
of that innocent mountain girl. With the subtle gaze of 
the serpent and the devilish coquetry of a friend, he fin- 
ally lured her into his treacherous embrace while he was 
yet festering with a foul disease! 

He found her ten miles away from home: he married her 
in her fifteenth year, timid and reliant, and pledged her 
he would protect her as a man. After only eight months 
passed over that fair Kentucky bride, that beast in human 
form, with the ferociousness of a tiger and the instincts 
of a brute, lured that bride to Lookout mountain and well 
nigh cleaved her head from her body. 

(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 
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The attorney-general, then attempted to tell why Ed mur- 
dered Lillie. He said it was not a “brainstorm.” No more de- 
tails of his “attempt at telling why...” were published. 

He then addressed the doctors, whom he termed alien- 
ists. In the course of his remarks, he characterized Dr. 
MacQuillan and Dr. Kerr as “oxen yoked up to a wagon 
driven by the defendant and loaded with women and 
bust-head whisky.’ He termed one of the doctors as “bald- 
faced” and the other as “the little black bull.” He said “one 
of them made many a heave and bleated many a sigh, but 
the little black bull balked.” “He would not budge an inch, 
although he got many welts from the blacksnake whip of 
the driver.” Referring to the defendant, he said: 


A dog can love its master; he can look up and into the 
master’s face and wag his tail. That is love of the animal 
kind. But this Breathitt county brute can love nothing. 
He loves like Jack, the Ripper, loved blood—even to the 
blood of his wife. 

(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 


The attorney-general then went into Ed's motives, and 
charged that Ed induced Jones to come to this city so that 
he might be the victim, but that Ed changed his plans. He 
charged that Ed took Lillie up the mountain for the pur- 
pose of killing her, and in all of his power, he said: 


The finger of the Lord God Almighty points out the way 
to our womanhood, but may the curses of the Lord God 
Almighty be upon this defendant whom these alienists 
have termed a moral pervert, forever. 

When the beast in human form cut and slashed his wife’s 
throat five times, oh the angels of heaven must have 
leaned over the battlements of heaven and screamed and 
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the Lord God Almighty pronounced an edict that the 
curses of the damned would be upon him and his seed 
forever. 

I am glad I can raise my voice and raise my hand for the 
protection of womanhood. I am glad Capt. Shipp, is sher- 
iff of the county. Twice, he has raised his hand to protect 
the womanhood of this country. 

(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 


Attorney-General Whitaker denounced the defense for 
Stating that Lillies mother should not attend the trial, and 
—with his hands upon her head, while she sobbed—he 
said She had a right to be there to hear the story of her 
daughter's demise. He closed with these words: 


I leave it with you to decide this question for the pro- 
tection of holy wedlock—let this beast swing between 
sky and earth that his seed may not be scattered upon the 
earth. He will die the death of the damned. I know it. 
(Chattanooga News, Tue, Oct 8, 1907, Page 7) 


The Speech of E. L. Whitaker — Attorney E. L. Whitaker — 
brother of the attorney-general—made the second speech 
for the defense, following Attorney W. H. Cummings. 

He charged that there was no deliberation in Ed's ac- 
tions, that he never would have brought Lillie to a thickly 
populated place like St. Elmo or Chattanooga for that pur- 
pose. He charged that under the circumstances, it was im- 
possible for Ed to deliberate. He referred to J. E. Jones as 
"Slimy Jones" and F. F. Reeves as "Hawkeye Reeves.” He 
said the cut made by Ed on Lillie was the “cut of a demon, 
not a man.” 
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He charged that when Ed discovered that Lillie had be- 
come untrue, it was a “tornado of unhappiness” to him 
and exclaimed, “Oh, gentlemen of the jury, this is worse 
than hell!” He charged that wherever Ed went, “the slime 
of Jones and Reeves followed, and they were right on his 
heels when the fatal blow was struck.” Attorneys J. V. 
Williams and W. H. Cummings both made strong appeals. 


108 Chronology 


Ed Convicted of Murder 


On Tue, Oct 8, 1907, “the charge of the court was delivered 
about noon, and soon after the noon hour, the case went 
to the jury.” The jury rendered its verdict at the opening of 
the afternoon session of the criminal court: “guilty of mur- 
der in the first degree.” The jury had been ready to report 
before this time, and as soon as Judge McReynolds rapped 
for order, the jury filed into the court room. The jury had 
only taken “a few moments’ to get the verdict “on the first 
ballot.” Another account—actually just a headline—said, 
“Deliberated but an hour on the case.” 

Ed didn't “wink an eye’ nor display any emotion when 
the verdict was read, but “manifested the same stolid in- 
difference when the jury announced that he had been 
ue guilty.” Ed returned to the jail without saying a 
word. 

Ed's trial had occupied the greater portion of four days. 
A “motion for a new trial” was to be heard the following 
Saturday. 

The next morning—Wed, Oct 9—“a number of the cho- 
rus girls playing in the ‘Not Yet, but Soon’ company at the 
Bijou Theater paid Ed a visit in the county jail. They talked 
to Ed and sympathized with him, offering all the assis- 
tance possible. They also went through the jail and talked 
to many of the prisoners. 
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Ed’s Letter to his Brother 


On Tue, Oct 15, Ed wrote the letter Shown below to his 
brother George: 


dear brother—i take pleasure in riting you a few lines 
this lonesome morning. this morning dont find me so 
well but i hope truly that this letter will find you all in 
the best of health. george I was four days on trial and 
the jurors brought in a verdict of murder in the first de- 
gree. the judge will pass centence some time this week 
to hang me. I am going to try for a new trial in this cort 
and if the judge turns me down i will take it to tsupreme 
court at knoxville. george i want you to send me $50 at 
once. dont delay in sending it to me. if you are ever to 
do anything for me now is the time to do it for now is 
the time i need it. see all the boys around there and every- 
thing they do or can do for me will be apreciated. give 
them all my best wishes. I didnt get a fare trial. i think 
some people of tenn. has treated me cold. the day jailer 
has been nice to me and i think he is a good man. you 
see uncle zeke and berry turner and tell them how things 
is with me. tell them if they is ever going to do anything 
for me now is the time. it would be a terrible death for 
me to die and me not guilty with what i am charged with. 
so george I will look for an early reply to this. if ica git 
a fair trial i will come clear. so be good and rite soon. 
your brother as ever, ed turner 

ps—you will git a letter from my lawyer in a few days. 
(Chattanooga Daily Times, Wed, Oct 16, 1907, Page 5) 
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In the letter, he said he was on trial for “four days,” and 
was expected to be sentenced to hang. He asked for $50 
to finance a new trial. His stated hope was to get a new 
trial in Hamilton County if possible, and otherwise, to take 
his case to the Tennessee Supreme Court at Knoxville. De- 
spite his reported confession on the witness stand during 
his trial, he insisted to his brother that he was innocent. 
He sounded rather desperate—asking him to “see all the 
boys around there’ for help. He also mentioned an “Uncle 
Zeke’ and “Berry Turner,” as possible sources of help. 

Ed had received several letters since his capture and 
incarceration, each containing orders for $50. Nearly all 
a it Het already been exhausted in funding his defense at 

is trial. °° 


A sudden change had come over Ed. For a time, after he 
heard the verdict of guilty, he assumed an air of noncha- 
lance and coolness. He laughed and joked with his fellow 
prisoners and jailers and jested over the probability of his 
being the first white man to be hanged in Chattanooga for 
fifteen years. Later however, he was morose and sullen 
and had no pleasant words for anyone. He sat far back in 
the corridor and refused to eat some of his meals. The 
only flashes of his former spirit returned when women 
visitors were admitted to the jail. It seemed as though he 
sought notoriety, and the only time he ever smiled was 
when pointed out as “Turner, the wife slayer.” He gladly 
Shook hands with all the women and seemed “almost 
proud of his identity.” 


38 $50 = $1555.40 in 2020 
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Ed’s Watch Stolen 


At some time between 11 AM, Sat, Aug 3, 1907—when Ed 
arrived at the Hamilton County jail—and Wed, Oct 16, 
1907, a ‘ladies’ watch” belonging to Ed was Stolen. Jailer 
Gillespie said he put the watch in a locked drawer at the 
time Ed was being “placed in jail” there. The lock on the 
drawer though, had “become broken” presumably since 
then, not before. The watch was said to have previously 
belonged to Ed's wife Lillie) and according to Ed, was 
worth $65. 

The alleged thief—Archie Bradford—was tried and 
convicted the morning of Wed, Oct 16th. He was a negro 
“trusty” at the jail, who'd been sentenced to six months in 
the county workhouse. He claimed he didnt know it was 
Stolen and that Artie Robinson, who was then in the work- 
house on another charge, gave him the watch so he could 
pawn it. He claimed Robinson told him where the watch 
was and that it belonged to his—Robinson’s—wife. He 
named a witness whom he said saw Robinson hand the 
vee to him, but that witness was not “produced” at the 
trial. 

Bradford pawned the watch for a mere $1.50. He took 
out thirty cents from that money and paid a debt he owed 
to Jailer Gillespie. Bradford, Robinson or both had planned 
to spend the “proceeds” on "watermillions,” sausage and 
beef steak. The watch was recovered some time before 
Fri, Feb 28, 1908, possibly before Archie Bradford's con- 
viction—sources don't say.... 7° 





Trusty — a prisoner granted special privileges. 











39 $65 = $2022.02 in 2020, and $1.50 = $46.66 in 2020 
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Motion for a New Trial 


On the morning of Thu, Oct 17, 1907, Ed’s defense team— 
Cummings & Chamlee and Attorney E. L. Whitaker—filed 
a motion for a new trial. Among the reasons assigned for 
a new trial, was a statement alleged to have been made by 
Attorney Joe V. Williams, for the state, in which he is 
quoted as follows: "That the defendant hailed from from 
Breathitt county, Ky, which county is the nursery of rap- 
ine and murder.” 





Rapine — the seizure of someone’s property by force; 
pillage, plunder. 











Another ground, was that the attorney-general referred 
to the running down of the defendant and Ed Johnson by 
Captain Shipp. The document also charged that the court 
“erred in charging the jury that Turner would be guilty of 
the degrees of felonious homicide, even though he might 
be insane at the time.” The motion for a new trial was to 
be argued the next morning before Judge McReynolds. 

Attorney Cummings relied especially on new evidence 
regarding the timeline of Ed and Lillies stay in Carters- 
ville, Lillie being expelled from Cartersville, and the al- 
leged “carousal” on the Chattahoochee River by Ed, Lillie, 
Jones, Reeves, Effie, and “other men and lewd women” on 
Fri, Mar 29, 1907—four days before Lillie was killed. Ed 
had denied the story of the carousal, claiming that Lillie 
was driven out of Cartersville on the previous Monday 
(Mar 25), and that he had remained in Cartersville until 
the following Sunday (Mar 31). 

Mr. Cummings now had affidavits from J. A. Henderson, 
chief marshal of Cartersville, stating that he “gave Lillie 
Turner twelve hours’ notice to leave the town on March 
25, and that she went to Atlanta the next day, but that he 
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thinks Turner remained over till the next Sunday.” He 
knew that he saw him several times in that interval, and 
thought that he saw him every day [emphasis added]. 

Another affidavit was from W. F. Maffett, a Cartersville 
citizen, who swore that he knows he saw Ed in 
Cartersville on March 28th, 29th (a Friday), 30th and 31st. 

The motion for a new trial was heard—by Judge 
McReynolds—the morning of Fri, Oct 18, 1907, instead of 
Saturday—the regular motion day—at the request of At- 
torney Cummings. See it below: 


STATE OF TENNESSEE AGAINST ED TURNER. 
In the criminal court at Chattanooga. 
Motion for a new trial. 


Comes the defendant in the above styled cause and 
moves the court for a new trial and assigns the fol- 
lowing reasons why a new trial should be granted 
him: 

I. 

Because the verdict of the jury was contrary to the 

law and the evidence. 


II. 
Because there is no evidence to base the verdict of 
the jury upon. 

II. 


Because the court erred in overruling defendant’s 

application for a continuance. 
IV. 

Because the verdict of the jury is contrary to the 
charge of the court in that the court did not charge any 
theory of the state under which the defendant would 
be guilty of murder in the first degree. 
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Vv. 

Because of the improper and inflammatory remarks 
of J. V. Williams, attorney, who represented the state. 
Mr. Williams stated to the jury "that the defendant, 
Ed Turner, hailed from Breathitt county, Ky., which 
county is the nursery of rapine and murder." Said 
Attorney Williams also referred to Breathitt county 
as a county of feudists. There was not a word of 
evidence in the record to base such an argument 
upon, and therefore could only have been made for 
the purpose of prejudicing and inflaming the verdict 
of the jury against the defendant. 

VI. 

Because of the improper and inflammatory remarks 
of the attorney-general in his closing argument by 
arguing to the jury: 

1st. That the defendant had married this young 

girl at a time that he was afflicted with a foul 

disease. 

2nd. The attorney-general argued that he had had 
his wife arrested in a hotel in Atlanta, where she 
was in bed with another man, and that she and this 
man were sent to jail, and that the defendant went 
to the jail and took his wife out of jail and carried 
her back to the same hotel and to that same befoul- 
ed bed and slept with her in that same room and 
same bed. 

3rd. The attorney-general argued that the defen- 
dant’s wife, at the Union depot in Chattanooga, in- 
sisted upon remaining at the depot until the next 
train came in from Atlanta; she wanted to wait for 
that man. 
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4th. The attorney-general argued to the jury, that 
he was glad that Captain Shipp was sheriff of this 
county, because this defendant was the second man 
that Sheriff Shipp had run down and brought to jus- 
tice for outraged womanhood. Thereby arguing to 
the jury that Sheriff Shipp had arrested a negro rapist 
and brought him to justice; said negro rapist was 
hung at the hands of a mob here in the city of Chatta- 
nooga. This could have been the only case that the 
attorney-general did refer to because that negro was 
the only man that had ever been arrested for outraged 
womanhood by Captain Shipp. These remarks could 
only have been made to influence the minds of the 
jury against the defendant. These statements were at 
war with the evidence, there not being a single word 
in the record to base this argument upon. 

Vil. 

Because the court erred in his /sic] charge to the 
jury, in that part of his /sic] charge with reference 
to the insanity of the defendant: among other things 
the court charged, "if, however, the defendant was 
of sane mind and discretion and committed this act 
under the impulse of passion or revenge, which may 
have temporarily destroyed his reason, or for the time 
being controlled his will, then he can not be shelter- 
ed from the consequences of his act by the plea of 
insanity, but would be guilty of some one of the de- 
grees of felonious homicide, as charged and included 
in this bill of indictment, and which it would be your 
duty to determine from the facts, circumstances and 
proof in the case and from the law as given you in 
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this charge." In this connection, the court should have 
charged the jury that under this state of facts, that the 
defendant would be guilty of some one of the degrees 
of felonious homicide, as charged and included in this 
bill of indictment “below murder in the first degree.” 
Vil. 
Because of newly discovered evidence. 
IX. 

Because of evidence that the defendant nor his attor- 
neys knew or could have known of the materiality of, 
until the materiality of same became apparent by a 
certain insistence of the state during the progress of 
the trial. 

1st. Because of evidence to show that the defendant, 
Turner, was in Cartersville, Ga., from the 28th to the 
31st of March 1907. 

2nd. Because of evidence to show that the defendant’s 
wife had been driven out of the town of Cartersville. 

X. 

Because the court overruled the exceptions taken to 

the evidence pending the trial. 


E. L. WHITAKER, 
W. H. CUMMINGS, 
G. W. CHAMLEE, 
Attys. for Deft. 


(Chattanooga News, Thu, Oct 17, 1907, Page 3) 
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Ed Sentenced to Hang 


On Fri, Oct 25, 1907, Ed was sentenced to hang on Tue, 
Dec 17, 1907, after a motion for a new trial was denied by 
Judge McReynolds. An appeal to the supreme court was 
planned. (The Tennessean, Sat, Oct 26, 1907, Page 2) 

Ed was “not well these days.” He was “out in the main 
corridor of the prison” the afternoon of Wed, Nov 6, 1907, 
when a Times reporter asked him to have a cigar and ex- 
change a few lines of conversation. So Ed did both. 

Ed said he had been “troubled with a little fever for the 
past few days, but that otherwise, he was feeling fine.” 
Knowing the date of his execution was indefinitely post- 
poned due to his case being reviewed, seemed to have 
“Cheered him up a good deal.” He said, "The papers in my 
case went up to the Supreme court today," as he “blew a 
cloud of smoke in the direction of a prisoner, who was 
watching him with envy as he inhaled the perfecto.” ‘I 
haven't talked with my lawyers to-day,” Ed continued, “but 
I hardly think that the Supreme court will reach my case 
at this session. I don't care whether it does or not, al- 
though, of course, I would like to get out of here and go 
back home.” 

Ed had just started a subscription for his weekly home 
newspaper, and he “didnt care to read anything more...” 

Ed was not getting as many visitors as before, and was 
glad to talk with anyone who had a word of comfort or 
cheer for him. It was hard to get anything out of him re- 
garding topics his attorneys advised him about. He was 
said to be “keen and crafty,” and could “easily evade 
questions which he does not care to answer.” As one of 
ie jailers put it, “He talks a good deal, but don't say any- 
thing.” 











Perfecto — a large, tapered cigar (not a brand name). 
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A Reporter Asks about Ed’s Escape 


On Wed, Nov 13, 1907, a Times reporter asked Ed for “his 
itinerary from Chattanooga, on April 2, to the place where 
he was captured in August.” Ed thought for a moment, and 
then said “he couldn't give out anything about ‘his trip, as 
he expressed it.” “No amount of questioning could draw 
anything from him as to the towns he passed through 
during those four months, but he did finally say that he 
‘took his time about leaving Chattanooga. ” The conversa- 
tion, exactly as published, continued as shown below: 


“Did you stay here three or four days, Ed?” asked the 
reporter. 

“Well,” replied the Kentuckian, as he kicked his heel 
taps against the big iron circular door of the prison, "I 
ain’t saying how long I did stay here, but there is one 
thing sure, I’d have been out yet as far as any of these 
Chattanooga officers are concerned." 

“Do you mean that Chattanooga officers could not 
catch you?” Turner was next asked. 

“Well, they didn’t did they?” was his reply. 

Just then, D. D. Edwards, the Kentuckian who “turned 
up” Turner to the officers came over by the door and 
introduced himself, asking for a cigarette as he did so. 
Catching the vein of the conversation, Edwards said: 

"Why don’t you tell him Ed. It would help you with 
the general public, especially if there is a third party 
involved." 

“No.” replied Turner, "I ain’t a telling. There might 
be some other fellow who wanted to get away some- 
time and I wouldn’t want to throw nothing in his way." 
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Asking for a match, the Kentuckian turned and walked 
back to his cell and as he slouched away, Edwards re- 
marked: 

"From his line of talk, you might think he was figuring 
on making another trip, mightn’t you?" 

(Chattanooga Daily Times, Thu, Nov 14, 1907, Page 4) 


New Date Set for Execution 


On Sat, Nov 30, 1907, the Tennessee Supreme Court af- 
firmed Ed’s death sentence, and changed the date of his 
execution to Mon, Jan 27, 1908, between the hours of 10 
AM and 5 PM. The supreme court had heard Ed's case at 
the November term in Knoxville. 

One article mistakenly said the affirmation was made 
on “Nov 1.” News of the affirmation published in Chat- 
tanooga on Dec 1, 1907, said it occurred “yesterday,” which 
would have been Nov 30, 1907. The Tennessean an- 
nounced on Dec 1, that it had occurred on Nov 30. It also 
conflicts with the account of a conversation reported to 
have occurred on Wed, Nov 6, 1907, in which Ed told a re- 
porter: “The papers in my case went up to the Supreme 
court today.” 

The Supreme Court judges were not in complete agree- 
ment in Ed's case: 


There were two dissenting voices among the members 
of the court, however, two of the Supreme Court judges 
did not believe that Ed had killed his wife in cold blood 
and with willful premeditation and malice aforethought. 
(Chattanooga News, Feb 27, 1908, Page 1) 
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The Tennessee Supreme Court judges serving in 1907 


were: 
iE 


3: 
4. 
o: 


William Dwight Beard 
2. William K. McAlister 


(served 1894 - 1910) 
(served 1893 - 1910) 
Matthew M. Neil (served 1902 - 1918) 
John Knight Shields (served 1902 - 1910) 
John Summerfield Wilkes (served 1893 - 1908) 


Disagreement over Date of New Execution — Newspapers 
reported at least three different dates for Ed’s resched- 
uled hanging: Jan 20, Jan 27 and Jan 28, 1908: 


One headline said “Monday January 28...” while the 
associated article said "Jan. 27, next..". Jan 28 was 
a Tuesday, while Jan 27 was a Monday, which 
agrees better all around. 

On Sat, Dec 21, 1907, Ed was said to have “thirty- 
seven days more in which to live,” meaning the 
new execution date could not have been Jan 20. 
Their “math” alone though, does not rule out either 
Jan 27 or Jan 28 as possibilities. 

The most likely date therefore is: Mon, Jan 27, 
1908, since it agrees with the stated day of the 
week—Monday—and also the 37 days which Ed 
was Said to have left to live, counting from Dec 21, 
1907. 

In addition, in the articles I've read, Jan 27 oc- 
curred four times, while the other two—Jan 20 and 
Jan 28—occurred only once each, suggesting that 
they resulted from typos or misunderstandings. 
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Mother Wants to Witness Execution 


Lillies mother, wanted to be present at Ed’s hanging and 
see her daughter’s murder avenged. That was the wish 
She told Captain Shipp of in a letter she wrote to him 
which he received a short time before Tue, Dec 1, 1907. 
She was also “anxious to visit the spot on the side of the 
mountain where her daughter was murdered.” She had in- 
tended to visit that spot during her last visit to Chat- 
tanooga, but couldn't bring herself further than the “trans- 
fer station at the foot of the /ncline” She was then found 
“on a seat in the station by several deputy sheriffs, crying 
bitterly.” The officers assisted her onto the car, and es- 
corted her back to her hotel. 

When She learned that Ed had been sentenced to hang, 
She concluded that the execution would carried out in 
Breathitt County. She therefore begged the officials not to 
bring him to Kentucky, because she feared that he might 
escape. 

In her letters to the Hamilton County authorities, she 
referred to Attorney-General Whitaker as “Cousin” Whit- 
aker. From the moment she first met the attorney-general, 
She was strongly attached to him, claiming relationship 
because her maiden name was also Whitaker. 

Mrs. Burcham was to be notified by Captain Shipp of 
the action of the supreme court in affirming the decision 
of the lower court. She was expected to arrive in Chat- 
tanooga “during the latter part of January.” It was not con- 
sidered likely that the sheriff would permit her to attend 
the execution. 
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Ed’s Letter to Attorney Cummings 


On, or soon before Mon, Dec 2, 1907, Ed had been in the 
Knox Co, TN jail since the day before the hearing of his 
case in the supreme court. The hearing began on Sat, Nov 
30 (assuming the hearing did not occupy any amount of 
any preceding days), meaning Ed had arrived there on, or 
soon before Fri, Nov 29. 

He wrote a letter to his attorney, W. H. Cummings re- 
questing that he be moved from the Knox County jail to 
the Hamilton County jail. He said he wanted to come back 
so that he could “communicate with his attorneys on the 
dramatic steps” which were to be taken in the next few 
weeks, to “save his neck.” Ed also asked in the letter that 
Mr. Cummings write to his relatives in Breathitt County 
about the action of the supreme court, and to ask them to 
“do all in their power to save him.” While Ed had previ- 
ously shown a Stolid indifference concerning his fate, he 
was then realizing his predicament, as was demonstrated 
by the letter. 

In answer to his request that he be brought back to the 
Hamilton County jail, Captain Shipp stated that afternoon 
that he would direct the supreme court marshal to bring 
Ed back there on Wed, Dec 4. 


Ed Studies the Bible 


On or before Sat, Dec 21, 1907, Ed started studying the 
Bible. Since his return from Knoxville—which had at least 
been planned for Wed, Dec 4—Ed “spent much of his time 
in his cell alone, only coming out to mix with the other 
prisoners on rare occasions. During much of the time he 
was in his cell reading, and he was generally found study- 
ing a Bible when visitors called to see him. 
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While he had lost much of the indifference he had 
Shown during his trial, Ed still displayed that “composure 
common to the mountaineer” when interviewed by visi- 
tors. He was apparently Still willing to talk about the 
crime he was convicted of. 

His faith in his attorneys, and their efforts to get his 
death sentence commuted to life imprisonment, had never 
wavered, and he seemed to expect them to be successful. 


Ed’s “Santa Letter” 


Ed’s Santa letter was delayed in getting to the Chatta- 
nooga News office, and was therefore not published until 
Thu, Jan 2, 1908, when it appeared there on page five. 
Rather than such things as toys, fruits and candies that 
the “hundreds” of Santa letters “written through’ the Chat- 
tanooga News requested, Ed asked only that his life be 
spared from his impending execution. Read it below: 


To the Public: 

Christian friends, one and all, I feel it a duty I owe myself to 
say a few words in my own behalf. It is useless for me to go 
into details, as you are all aware of the fact that the higher 
court has already affirmed my sentence, and has said I must 
die in January, 1908. With all due respect for the world at 
large, I must say I feel I have been done an injustice. I may be 
guilty of murder, but not premeditated. If such had been the 
case, I certainly would have made an attempt to conceal my 
crime. I leave this to your good Christian judgment to decide 
in your own mind. 

Christian friends, while you, one and all, are enjoying this 
Christmas, please think, deep down in your hearts, of the one 
who is confined here in this dismal, gloomy prison cell sadly 
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awaiting that fatal day with no one but my dear Savior to rely 
upon. 

My attorneys are faithfully working to get the Governor to 
act on my case, and I must say, words are inadequate to ex- 
press my surprise when I learned that some prominent people 
here had refused to sign a petition for my reprieve. However, 
I hold no malice toward them. I feel that I have Jesus on my 
side, even though the world deserts me. Oh friends, what a 
joy to know Jesus will go with me all the way. 

When a small boy, I lost my parents—they passed to the 
great beyond and left me to battle with this cruel, sinful 
world. No mother to pray for me and share my sorrows and 
joys. Again, I will say my chances for an education were very 
poor. Me being a poor boy, I had to devote my time to daily 
toil in order to secure the necessities of life. 

Often times, my thoughts revert to the scenes of my child- 
hood, when I was a little orphan country boy playing over the 
rugged old hills far away in old Kentucky. I was the picture of 
innocence. Oh, would to God I had known this old wicked 
world then as I know it now! I was cuffed from place to place 
and used by the people as they liked. If my feelings were 
wounded, I could only bear it and cry, because I was a moth- 
erless and fatherless little waif. If I had been blessed with a 
good Christian mother, who would have extended to me a 
kind smile, or said consoling words and have taught me that 
Jesus died for us all, | am sure I would never have been here 
today. 

I was forbidden in my trial from producing evidence that 
would have changed things to a marked degree, but alas!, I 
was told No!, I could not. Now, friends, does this look like 
justice? 
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This is supposed to be a law-abiding country, and the law 
plainly says, “justice to one and all.” 

Now, parents, while you sit around your family fireside en- 
joying your Christmas, stop for a moment and look upon your 
boys and compare their condition and present surroundings 
with mine. I fancy I can see your hearts go out to those boys 
while you extend thanks to Jesus for the blessings he has be- 
stowed upon you. I trust that you will always extend to them 
a helping hand, and last, but not least, pray God to keep a 
watchful eye on them. Prayer, friends, prayer. Oh, what a con- 
solation there is in prayer. I know God, in his infinite mercy, 
has saved me, and when the roll is called in heaven, I’Il be 
there. John, 14 chapter, first, second and third verse. 

Oh, what a joy one derives from that blessed book. 

Now, Christian, and all inquiring friends, in conclusion, I 
will say I hope, trust and pray that all erring young men will 
stop and reflect before it is too late, and give their hearts to 
God, for there is joy in the Christian religion. 

May joy, prosperity and happiness go with you, one and all, 
through life. If we ever meet upon this earth, I pray God we 
will meet upon that other golden shore where sorrow never 
comes! 

Christian friends, I sincerely desire your daily prayers, that I 
may hold out faithful and reach that other golden shore. 

Good bye. May God bless you all. 

Ed Turner 
(Chattanooga News, Thu, Jan 2, 1908, Page 5) 





Reprieve — the cancellation or postponement of a 
punishment. 
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Ed is Baptized 


“Singing as though liberty instead of death was but a 
month off,” Ed spent the entire afternoon and evening un- 
til the 9 o'clock ‘lights out bell” on Tue, Dec 31, 1907, “ap- 
parently the happiest man in the jail” They were not 
songs of ‘light-hearted merriment,” but of “joy and happi- 
ness” such as one would sing when he believed he had 
been “saved from a great peril’—songs of “religious joy.” 

The change from the more or less “moody and self-con- 
tained habit” Ed had maintained since his return from 
Knoxville, occurred after he had been baptized into the 
Methodist faith by Rev. J. A. Baylor and Rev. E. E. Wiley. The 
baptism was performed about 2:30 PM on Tue, Dec 31. 

Several days before that, Doctor Wiley visited Ed, hav- 
ing heard of his announced intention of joining the 
Methodist church before his execution. Ed had been a 
“constant reader of his Bible’ since he returned from 
Knoxville. When Dr. Wiley visited him, he announced that 
he was ready to “profess his faith and be baptized.” Ac- 
cordingly, the previous afternoon—Mon, Dec 30—Doctor 
Wiley, pastor of the Highland Park Methodist church, 
south, Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of Centenary church, and J. H. 
Thomas, deputy circuit clerk, and superintendent of Doc- 
tor Wiley’s Sunday school, all visited Ed. 

Ed said he wanted to be baptized by immersion, but for 
lack of facilities for that in the jail, the sprinkling cere- 
mony was substituted. It took place in the “corridor be- 
tween the steel cells in the presence of all the white pris- 
oners in the jail.” Ed “professed and stated he believed he 
had been forgiven” for murdering Lillie and, despite his 
crime, he would “be saved after death.” Doctor Wiley per- 
formed the “simple baptismal ceremony” in the way of the 
Methodist church. After it was over, Ed was a different 
man, and for the rest of the afternoon, he “expressed his 
joy in song.” 
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Ed still believed in his attorneys however, and was con- 
fident he would never be hanged. At the time, the record 
had not been forwarded to Governor Patterson in the ap- 
peal for executive clemency, and it was the general opin- 
ion, that it would not be forwarded by his attorneys until a 
Short time before the day set for his execution. It was the 
custom of the governor to thoroughly investigate all such 
cases, which meant that Ed would be respited until a deci- 
nae was given, and so gave Ed that much additional time 
to live. 
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A Letter from a Physician 


A letter from Wilson Glass Dailey MD. “° of Millersburg, 
KY to the Chattanooga News, dated Mon, Jan 20, 1908, 
supported some claims about Ed's difficult childhood and 
the likelihood of hereditary mental illness. 

Dailey had noticed an article from the “daily Lexington 
Leader’ published Fri, Dec 13, 1907, plus another one from 
The News concerning Ed, He had intended to write a let- 
ter then, but had fallen and broken his right hand, so that 
he couldn't write. He was still having difficulty writing the 
day when he finally did write the letter. 

In “Sunday's Leader,” hed noticed a "special." in which 
Ed asked for prayers. In the clipping from Fri, Dec 13, 1907, 
it was stated that Ed claimed both his father and mother 
died the same night. “That statement is true,” Dailey wrote, 
“so that Ed Turner just grew up without the care of par- 
ents.” When Ed's father and mother died, Dailey lived in 
Brownsville, KY—within 15 or 18 miles of the Turner's 
home. He had visited Ed’s mother, who had been “an in- 
valid for eight or ten years.” She was a “great sufferer and 
a woman of very ordinary mind.” Ed's father was “very, 
very weak-minded and poor as well.” he continued. “Ed 
had no attention,” said Dailey, and that he was “at a loss to 
know how he ever got so far away from home.” 

Dailey said that the Governor should commute Ed's 
death sentence to life imprisonment, because then he 
would never be pardoned, since he would “never take suf- 
ficient interest in asking for it.” He added that Ed was “too 
ignorant to realize the enormity of the crime.” The letter is 
Shown on the following page: 


40 His name was published as W. G. Diley (not “Dailey”) 
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Millersburg, Ky., Jan. 20, 1908. 
To The Chattanooga News: 

In the daily Lexington Leader of Dec. 13, 1907, I see a 
clipping from The News concerning Ed Turner, now in the 
Hamilton county jail awaiting the death penalty for wife 
murder. I had intended to write you then, but I had a fall 
about that time which caused my right hand to be broken, 
and I can hardly write now. In Sunday's Leader, I noticed 
a “special,” in which Turner asks for prayers. In the clip- 
ping of Dec. 13, 1907, it is stated that Turner made the 
statement that his father and mother died the same night. 
That statement is true, so that Ed Turner just grew up 
without the care of parents. At the time of the death of his 
father and mother I lived in Brownsville, Ky., within fif- 
teen or eighteen miles of their home. I had visited Mrs. 
Tumer, who had been an invalid for eight or ten years. She 
was a great sufferer and a woman of very ordinary mind. 
Ed's father was very, very weak-minded and poor as well. 
Ed had no attention, and I am at a loss to know how he 
ever got so far away from home. 

I feel that the Governor should commute his death sen- 
tence to life imprisonment, for then he would never be 
pardoned, as he would never take sufficient interest in ask- 
ing it. I feel that he is too ignorant to realize the enormity 
of the crime. Should you ever visit the place where he was 
reared and see the surroundings, you would agree with 
me. I believe you would be doing humanity a great deal of 
good by publishing this and send a marked copy to the 
Governor. Respectfully, 

W. G. DILEY, M. D., 
Millersburg, Ky. 
(Chattanooga News, Wed, Jan 22, 1908, Page 8) 
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The Hangman’s Rope Tested 


On Mon, Jan 20, 1908, the “hangman's rope’ was being 
tested in the county jail with a 160-pound weight, for the 
hanging. 

Ed's attorney, W. H. Cummings, carried the record in 
his legal case to Governor Patterson “some weeks ago,” 
and left Ed's fate in the governor's hands. It was decided 
not to send a “long petition of names’ to the Governor. 
Nevertheless, many letters of appeal had been “pouring 
into” the governor's office, asking for clemency. 

On Fri, Jan 17, 1908, Attorney W. H. Cummings went to 
Nashville once more for Ed's sake. It was expected that he 
would return on Jan 19 or 20, but he had not returned in 
time to announce it in the Jan 20 newspaper. 


Ed Loses Hope 


On or before Mon, Jan 20, 1908, Ed had seemingly “lost 
hope’ according to the Chattanooga News. He made ar- 
rangements to have his body sent to his old home near 
Shoulder Blade, KY, where it was to be buried beside the 
graves of his father and mother. His body was to be 
Shipped the day following the hanging, and was expected 
to arrive at its destination on the following day—Wed, Jan 
29. Zeke Turner, Ed’s uncle, wanted to arrange for the fu- 
neral, and so this was one reason why Ed became very 
active in the matter of the disposition of his remains. 

The gallows, in the basement of the county jail, was 
ready for action. It had been rebuilt “just a Short time” be- 
fore the scheduled execution of Alex Armour, whose 
death sentence for the murder of “Aunt” Matilda Strength 
was commuted to life imprisonment. The gallows there- 
fore was practically new, and Ed Turner was to be its first 
victim. 
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Hope for Ed after All? 


On Mon, Jan 20, 1908, Ed was granted respite by Governor 
Patterson, until Thu, Feb 27, 1908. 

On, Sat, Feb 15, 1908, Representative W. H. Cummings— 
Ed's attorney—went to Nashville, and spent several days 
discussing Ed’s case with Governor Patterson. He also 
presented “numerous affidavits, letters and other docu- 
ments” from citizens of Kentucky, tending to Show that Ed 
was ‘irresponsible, and therefore not guilty of murder in 
the first degree.” 

Breathitt-Countians Plead for Ed ———— By Tue, Feb 18, 
1908, seventy-five citizens of Breathitt County had sent 
‘letters and petitions” to Governor Patterson, pleading for 
a commutation of Ed's death sentence. The petitioners ex- 
plained that Ed was “brought up in a godless community 
and that he never had an opportunity to know the right 
from the wrong,” that both of his parents “died on the 
same night, when he was very young,” and that “he had 
lived about as best he could.” They claimed the “wicked- 
ness of his wife unbalanced his mind,” and that “he killed 
her not because he hated her, but because he loved her.” 


Ed’s Last Letter 


Ed wrote the last letter of his life, dated Wed, Feb 26, 1908, 
to his brother George Turner, who was then living at 
Shoulder Blade, KY. A version of it was published in the 
Mar 6, 1908, Breathitt County News, on page 1, in which 
the spelling was corrected and the wording “improved.” 
The original letter is Shown on the following page, with its 
original wording and spelling preserved: 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Feb. 26, '08 

Mr. George Turner, 
Shoulder Blade Ky. 


Der Brother. and as i lave you as a brother and as thare are 
But onley to of us. it almost brakes my hart to think that i will 
leve you all alone in this old world and for me to die the 
death i will haft to die. Oh, my God my God think about it. 
Well Brother this is the last leter i will Ever rite to you in my 
life. and it is a harble death for me to bee murded heare. and i 
no that i did not murder my wife. But it is onley a few minits 
of Punishment. then I will bee at rest. i am going home to die 
no more. Brother i Pray to god that you will raise your Chil- 
dren up in some christen form. and send them to school. try to 
make good men and wimmen out of them. hoping you all will 
live a christen life and meat me in heaven. when you all die. 

Brother dont weep after me and i do Pray god that he will 
bee with you one and all untell we meat again. so this leaves 
me as well as comen. hoping you all ar in joing the Best of 
helth. i will send you the mordgedg of preten spencers and 
you can give it to him. so i dont think of eney more to night 
as it is late bedd time. you can Keep this letter to remember 
me. By if you want to. You can see this letter a meney a time 
and think of me. i will send you my watch and you can keep 
it as long as you live and some of my pictures and you can 
send one of them to my Sister and Keep the rest. I will close 
for the last time in life So good By to you all. good wish to 
you all. I am yours truley Brother 

as ever 
ED TURNER 
(Chattanooga Daily Times, Fri, Feb 28, 1908, Page 5) 
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One Day to Go... 


Ed appeared as cheerful as usual all day on Wed, Feb 26, 
1908, and “talked good-humoredly to the many visitors 
who called to see him.” He apparently had no fear of the 
fate that awaited him the next day. For a part of the day, 
Ed was “in earnest conversation” with Dr. Baylor and 
Christian Menzler—a young theological student at the 
University of Chattanooga—for whom he had “evinced a 
warm friendship.” Mr. Menzler was to “accompany” Ed's 
body to his home near Shoulder Blade, KY, and to also “at- 
tend to the interment." 

In a conversation with a Times reporter, a Short time 
before 6 oclock, Ed “talked in a cheerful manner and ex- 
pressed the hope that has sustained him through all his 
days of waiting, that Governor Patterson would yet com- 
mute his sentence to life imprisonment.” 

Several visitors were admitted to the corridor of the 
jail and were introduced to Ed. He shook hands with each 
of them and called those whom he had seen before by 
their names. 


The Death Watch —— A “death watch” was placed over Ed 
at 6 oclock on the evening of Wed, Feb 26. Deputies 
Joseph Shipp and Andrew “Andy” Warren were assigned 
to guard him. The news article suggests that there was a 
Deputy Joseph “Joe” Shipp in addition to a Captain Joseph 
Shipp. A chair was placed just outside of Ed's cell, and it 
was in plain view from it. The officers took turns watch- 
ing over Ed, who ‘lay stretched in his cot with his head to- 
ward the guards.” 

Ed's last night on earth was spent in solitary confine- 
ment in cell No. 16. As a formality, this cell was carefully 
examined early that evening for any means by which Ed 
could kill himself ... in a fit of desperation perhaps. Noth- 
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ing in Ed's demeanor however, indicated such a train of 
thought. 

According to the guards who watched over him, Ed 
“smoked several cigars during the early part of the night, 
besides reading and talking a great deal.” 

Ed undressed about 9 PM, but did not drop off to sleep 
at once. He instead talked with his guards and read his 
Bible until about 10:30 PM, when “he became drowsy.” He 
then turned over on his “swinging cot, in his narrow cell,” 
and then he either “sank into a light slumber,” or “slept like 
a Child’—the same article describes Ed’s going to sleep in 
both of these ways, and both in the same paragraph at 
that! Ed had shown “no signs of nervousness.’ 

A reporter stopped near Ed's cell door at midnight, and 
woke him. Ed asked him about the weather outside. When 
asked how he felt, Ed replied that he “felt a little gloomy, 
but had not lost his nerve.” Ed talked to the reporter “for a 
little while and then, saying that he wanted to get a little 
sleep, turned in his cot and was again sound asleep.” 

A Few more Words from Ed —— At some time on either 
Wed, Feb 26, or Thu, Feb 27,1908 —the news article didn't 
make it clear—Ed told a little more about himself: He re- 
marked “with a smile” that his time was “growing Short’ 
and that the “prospect to him was not as bright as it had 
been,” but he was “ready to die in case no executive 
clemency is extended.” “I will go to the gallows like a Ken- 
tuckian,” he remarked, “for I am not afraid to die.” 

When questioned about his home county, Ed said that 
he was raised within a few miles of Jackson—the county 
seat of Breathitt County—which, due to the many crimes 
eouteY there earned it the name, “The City of Sudden 
Death.” 

He said that he was personally acquainted with Judge 
James Hargis, who had ‘recently” been killed by his own 
son, and with Curt Jett, Tom White and others made fa- 
mous by the feud that terrorized the county. 
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Ed’s Last Day 


Over a long-distance telephone connection, at 9 o'clock on 
the morning of Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Governor Patterson told 
Ed’s attorneys, “J can not interfere further in the Ed 
Turner case: | have examined the record thoroughly and 
find nothing to justify further interference on my part.” 
This official refusal to interfere, blotted out any remaining 
hope to save Ed's life. 

Captain Shipp read the death warrant to Ed at 11 AMin 
cell No. 16—his private cell—in the presence of Dr. E. E. 
Wiley, pastor of the Highland Park M. E. Church, South, 
and Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of the Centenary Church. Ed 
was silent throughout the reading, and didn't utter a word. 
He kept his head hanging all the while as if in deep 
thought, but there “were no indications of a breakdown.” 

Ed was removed from his cell in the jail soon after the 
death warrant was read to him. He was then accompa- 
nied to the hospital cell by Deputies Joe Shipp and Charley 
Baker, who had kept the death watch since early that 
morning. The “score or more of other white prisoners’ on 
the same floor of the jail where he had been confined 
were ordered into their cells, and as he passed them, he 
“grasped them by the hand and bade them ‘good-bye. ” 

After Ed had been moved to the hospital cell, he 
handed Jailer Gillespie a “small religious volume” which 
Mrs. Partridge—‘a cripple of the city’-—had loaned him, 
and asked the officer to be certain to return the book. ‘I 
want you to be sure and take good care of this book and 
be sure to return it in good order, for Mrs. Partridge has 
been very kind to me,” Ed said. 

Hundreds Visit Ed ——— On Thu, Feb 27, 1908—up until 
noon—‘Over five hundred people, most of them gentle 
men, were admitted to the jail” to see Ed. He was “visited 
by the throngs” while in “the hospital cell on the south 
side of the jail on the second or top floor.” 
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One of Ed's visitors that morning, was a reporter for 
the Chattanooga News, who handed him a cigar, and 
asked him to smoke it in peace. Ed thanked the reporter 
as he had always done, but said nothing further. While 
still seated in a chair in the cell, and still smoking another 
cigar which had been given him by another friend, indica- 
tions of nervousness were plainly evident, and one of the 
bystanders encouraged him to “keep up his courage,” to 
which he made no reply. 

Ed had a kind word for each and every visitor and 
seemed to appreciate the sympathy that was expressed in 
his favor. If anything was given to him he “never failed to 
thank the donor.” 

One of the things which he seemed to appreciate more 
than anything else, was a fine basket of fruit which was 
sent to him by “some of the good ladies of the community.” 
The latest basket contained oranges, apples, bananas and 
so on. 

At Ed's request, Captain Shipp “Shut the jail doors on 
the public” at 1 PM. 

Ed's New Outfit ——— That morning, Captain Shipp pre- 
sented Ed with the outfit he was to wear to the gallows. It 
consisted of “a black suit of clothing, a pair of Shoes, a 
white laundered Shirt, a laundered collar, a black necktie 
and white gloves” (One account said “bow tie” instead of 
“necktie’). 

Ed's Last Meal —— Ed's last “dinner” was given to him at 
12:30 PM. It was “an unusual dinner, different from that 
which he had been accustomed to,” and consisted of cof- 
fee, rolls, Steak, milk, a nice dessert, etc.” Ed seemed to en- 
joy his last meal, but he said “it did not taste as good as his 
meals did when he was ‘down on the farm, “ and he 
“smiled faintly.” 

A Gathering in Ed's Room ——— Gathered in Ed's room 
early that same afternoon, were Dr. J. A. Baylor, Dr. E. E. 
Wiley, Rev. W. C. Robertson and Christian Menzler of 
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Grant University, to conduct services. William Wheelock 
and Charles Ivins were also present, along with two news- 
paper men and Deputies Joe and Julian Shipp. 

“Silas” Jones ——— Also present was Eli C. “Silas” Jones— 
Ed’s “Kentucky friend’"—who was to take charge of his re- 
mains. Silas was a nurseryman from McWhorter, Laurel 
Co, KY, and had arrived in Chattanooga that morning to 
accompany Ed's remains on their way to Shoulder Blade. 

Silas Jones was a “friend of the Turner family.” He was 
sent by Ed's brother George because, as Silas put it, 
“George Turner was afraid that he could not find the way 
to this city and that is the reason why they sent me.” He 
continued, saying, ‘the Turners were always illiterate, and 
I cannot wonder at the end to which Ed has come. His 
home training was not the best.” 

Silas asked Ed if he knew who he was, and Ed replied 
that he did not. Silas then introduced himself, and Ed 
seemed delighted to see him. Silas asked Ed if he loved his 
wife, and Ed replied that he did. He was about to go fur- 
ther, and give a statement about the killing, when some- 
one remarked that a newspaper reporter was present and 
that he should therefore not make a statement. After this 
warning, Ed would say nothing more. “He seemed to real- 
ize the fact that Silas had been delegated to come for his 
remains, and this seemed to worry him somewhat.” 


Ed’s Last Statement 


At 3 PM that day, during that same meeting in the hospital 
cell, Ed made his last statement to his attorneys, W. H. 
Cummings and E. L. Whitaker. The statement “was taken 
in short-hand by Boyd Thompson, the well-known court 
stenographer.” It was similar to the one he made on the 
witness stand. His entire statement is on the following 
five pages: 
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Realizing that at 5 o'clock this evening I will be ex- 
ecuted, having been informed that the Governor refuses 
to take any action in my behalf, I now wish to make a 
final statement of the facts of my case. 

I was born and raised in Breathitt county, Kentucky, 
married Miss Lilly Burcham in that county sometime 
in the fall of 1906. Soon after our marriage, we moved 
to Cartersville, Ga. After being in Cartersville for about 
a month, I learned that my wife had been leading such 
a life, that she was asked to leave the town. The chief 
of police ordered her to leave, and gave her only twelve 
hours in which to get out. She came to me and told me 
that the chief had ordered her to go; and this was the 
first information I received of the life she was leading. 
Thereupon, I went to the chief of police, on the follow- 
ing morning, and asked him the cause of my wife hav- 
ing to leave town, and he informed me it was on account 
of her immoral conduct since we had been in the town, 
and that it had grown to be such a nuisance, that she 
could not be tolerated any longer. I then went back to 
my wife and told her that, as she had to go, if she would 
go down to Atlanta and there wait until I could wind up 
my little affairs, I would then come down and join her, 
and we would go back to our native state and county to 
live. According to arrangements, my wife left on the next 
train for Atlanta, and I remained in Cartersville to wind 
up my business. 

On Sunday, March 31, I went down to Atlanta to join 
my wife to take her back to Kentucky. When I got down 
to Atlanta, I went to the hotel where she had written me 
she was stopping, and inquired there for her. I was in- 
formed that she was not stopping there, but was stop- 
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ping at the Georgia Hotel. I then went to the Georgia 
Hotel and inquired for her there, and the clerk informed 
me that she was not there. I then went back to the Ger- 
mania Hotel, but was again told by the clerk, there that 
he knew she was at the Georgia Hotel. Thereupon I got 
two policemen to aid me in the search for my wife, and 
I went in company with these two policemen to this 
Georgia Hotel, and they went through the hotel and lo- 
cated my wife in a room with a man by the name of 
Jones, the same man who came here and testified against 
me. 

They were in bed in this hotel, and registered under 
some assumed name as man and wife. They were both 
arrested and taken to police headquarters. 

After they had been taken to police headquarters, my 
wife telephoned to me and begged me to come and get 
her, which I did. I went down there, paid her fine, and 
took her back to the hotel, where we remained that night, 
and on the following day, we left for Chattanooga, Tenn., 
on our way back to Breathitt County, Kentucky. But be- 
fore we left Atlanta, this man Jones, who had been ar- 
rested the night before with my wife, came to us on the 
street and followed us from there to the depot, and fol- 
lowed us from there to Marietta, a suburb of Atlanta, 
where my wife and I went to board the train for Chatta- 
nooga. 

We boarded the train at Marietta, leaving Jones there, 
and came on to Chattanooga, arriving here on the night 
of April 1. We stayed all night at some hotel here in 
Chattanooga, and on the morning of April 2, we went 
down to the depot to inquire what time we could catch 
a train that would carry us back to our home. When I 
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got to the depot, I left my wife standing on the outside 
and went in to inquire of the agent and get this informa- 
tion, and while in there, I was informed that it would 

be several hours before we could catch a train. I came 
back out to join my wife, and as I came out of the depot, 
this man Jones, who had followed us to Chattanooga, 
was standing there talking to my wife, in front of the Un- 
ion depot. When I appeared on the scene he turned and 
walked away. I joined my wife, and we walked up to- 
wards Market street from the Union depot. We then de- 
cided that, as we had to lay over here for several hours, 
we would go to some point of interest. We inquired 
where to go and were informed that Lookout Mountain 
would be a good trip for us, so we decided to go to the 
mountain. I inquired of a street car conductor how to get 
to the mountain, and he told me what car to catch. 

So, when the mountain car came along, my wife and I 
got on the car and started for the mountain. We had only 
been on the car a short time, when Jones and a man by 
the name of Reeves, whose name I afterwards learned, 
boarded the car. When we arrived at Mountain Junction, 
Jones and Reeves got off the car and went across the 
street towards the incline that goes up the mountain. I 
took my wife and went up the big road—the wagon road 
that leads up the mountain. I did this for the purpose of 
avoiding Jones, who had been arrested for being in bed 
with my wife in Atlanta, and who had followed us here 
and had followed us to the mountain. I decided that if 
I could take my wife and walk up this wagon road and 
avoid contact with these two Atlanta men it would be bet- 
ter for me to walk than to take the chances of going on 
the incline in company with these two men. 
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While going up the mountain, and after we had got some 
distance up the mountain, I was talking to my wife, chid- 
ing her for the way she had been conducting herself, for 
the life she was leading, and telling her that she had been 
untrue to me; that she could have lived a happy life and 
made me a happy man; that instead of doing so, she had 
been untrue; telling her that she had caused these men to 
follow her here, and begging her to quit the life she had 
been leading and to go to our native county to make me a 
true and loving wife. In reply to this she stated, with an 
oath, that she would do as she pleased; that she was not 
going to quit leading the life she was leading. This so en- 
raged me that, in a fit of passion, absolute loss of the con- 
trol of my will power, reason dethroned, and with a knife 
I then had open in my hand, with which I had been whit- 
tling as I walked up the mountain, I wheeled and struck 
the blow which took her life. I struck that blow not be- 
cause of any murderous intent in my heart, but because of 
my extreme love for that woman. I loved my wife better 
than I loved anything on this earth, and had she been true 
to me, I would today be a happy man. 

After I had struck this awful blow, I came back to the 
street car, line and boarded the street car, coming to Chat- 
tanooga to give myself up, and to tell what I had done and 
why I had done it. After I had come some distance on the 
street car, I changed my mind, got off the street car and 
went across the country back to Kentucky. 

It was insisted in the trial of my case, that I cut my wife's 
throat five times. That is a mistake: I struck her one blow, 
and that was a slash with a knife, and only one blow did I 
strike her. It was further insisted in the trial of my case, 
that I was in Atlanta on the Saturday previous to the kil- 
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ling, and that evidence went to show that I went with my 
wife and these men Jones and Reeves and a girl by the 
name of Effie out on the river bank somewhere above At- 
lanta, and that there we had whisky and beer to drink—in 
other words, that it was an awful debauch, the way they 
pictured it—and it was enough to prejudice the minds of 
any jury against me. I want to state here, as my last state- 
ment, knowing that it cannot change the result one way or 
the other, that I was not in Atlanta on that river debauch at 
all. On the day that they say that I was with them on that 
awful debauch, I was then winding up my affairs in Car- 
tersville, Ga., preparatory to going to Atlanta and meet- 
ing my wife and taking her back home. Why Jones and 
Reeves should come to Chattanooga and testify against 
me with reference to that river debauch as they did, and 
help prejudice the minds of not only the jury, but of the 
entire community against me is more than I can under- 
stand. They must have wanted to clear their own skirts 

in some way, and they laid the blame on me. 

The foregoing is a full, complete and correct statement 
of this entire matter, made, as before stated, in view of 
impending death. 

In view of the fact that I am a stranger in this community, 
and the seriousness of the crime with which I am charged, 
I feel that the good people of Chattanooga have been very 
kind to me, for which I am deeply grateful. I want to thank 
them. Capt. Shipp and his deputies have shown me every 
possible courtesy. They have been kind to me. I want to 
thank them. 

I go to meet my Maker without enmity towards those 
who have ministered to me in my distress. 

(Chattanooga News, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 1) 
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A Sing-Along —— All of the ministers made brief talks, 
and many old-time hymns were sung. Ed joined in on 
some of the more familiar hymns, and although his voice 
could not be distinguished above the rest, he seemed to 
be calm, and his lips moved evenly and composedly. 

Ed was dressed in a “simple suit of black, with a black 
bow tie and a pink tea rose on his coat lapel.” He also 
wore a pair of “white kid gloves.” He spoke several times 
during the afternoon and always intimated his willing- 
ness to die. 

Silas Jones’ demeanor was reverential and, while tinged 
with the deepest grief, composed and natural. He was un- 
able to follow in several hymns, but on others led off with 
a good baritone voice. 





Kid gloves — gloves made from the skin of a young 
lamb or goat—a particularly fine, soft material. 








25 Minutes to Go.. ——— Promptly, at 4:35 PM, with the fi- 
nal singing of “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” and a benedic- 
tion, Captain Shipp “passed the word up’ that all was 
ready. The black belt was placed around Ed's waist. Ed 
made no additional last statement. A simple “good-bye” to 
each of his friends present, and "I am ready to go" was all 
that he said. He was pale, and yet his face was slightly 
flushed, as was often noted during his stay at the jail. Af- 
ter all had bidden him good-bye, some, except for the min- 
isters, requested to leave. Deputies Fred Frawley, John 
Gillespie and Julian Shipp then took charge over Ed and 
along with the four ministers, marched through the corri- 
dors to the scaffold. 

Ed “marched with a steady step.” Although his face was 
averted, his eyes were fairly calm and not a tear nora 
tremor could be detected. There was no cringing, nor any 
holding back. 
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Some Legal Requirements — The hour set for the hang- 
ing, was five o'clock that afternoon and was to take place 
in the county jail on the gallows which were a “permanent 
fixture’ of the prison. 

The previous night, to explain to a Times reporter why 
he chose such a late hour for the execution, Captain Shipp 
said that he believed Ed should be given the “last possible 
moment of life allowed by the supreme court mandate, be- 
lieving it was only humane not to execute the sentence 
until the limit set by the warrant.” In addition, he said he 
felt warranted in giving the governor time to interfere if, 
upon his return to Nashville from Knoxville that morning, 
there was anything found to convince him that executive 
clemency was proper in the premises. The striking of the 
town clock was to be the signal to “spring the trap.” 

Under the supreme court sentence—a certified copy of 
which was furnished Captain Shipp the previous day—Ed 
must be taken to the gallows at some hour between 9 AM 
and 5 PM, and then and there be “hanged by the neck un- 
i dead.” This particular mandate specified Jan. 27 as the 

ate. 

Another document bearing upon the execution, was 
the respite order of Governor Patterson that commanded 
Captain Shipp to stay the execution until Feb. 27, but di- 
rected him on that day to execute the sentence of the 
supreme court as directed unless otherwise ordered by 
the governor. This document was to be in the Sheriffs 
hands when he read the death warrant to Ed that after- 
noon. 
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Witnesses to the Execution 


Though Captain Shipp limited the number of people wit- 
nessing the execution, it was only due to the small space 
available in the “death chamber.’ Captain Shipp allowed 
Ed to invite up to three friends of his own choosing, in ad- 
dition to his legal counsel. A representative of the police 
department was also allowed to be present, if desired. The 
allowed attendees by title and category included: 


The Deputy Criminal Court Clerk. 

The coroner. 

The county physician. 

Ed's “spiritual advisers.” 

Three friends of Ed's choosing. 
Representatives of the three local newspapers. 
An Associated Press operator. 

The “necessary Sheriffs officers.” 


The actual witnesses (A-to-Z) included: 

Mr. Abercrombie (Patrolman) 

N. L. Badhman 

Dr. Wood Banks (at bottom of the gallows) 
James Barnes 

Dr. J. A. Baylor (Ed's “spiritual adviser’) 

C. B. Blevins 

Esquire Joe Bork 

Dr. A. W. Boyd (at bottom of the gallows) 
Dr. J. W. Brooks (at bottom of the gallows) 
10. Mr. Broxton (Patrolman) 

ll. James Carter 

12. Dave Coffey 

13. Harry Cornes 

14. P.G. Cotter 

15. W.B. Crabtree 


WONOW NWN 


37. 
38. 


39, 
40. 


Al. 


42. 
43. 
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. Mr. Cummings (Patrolman) 
. W.G. Foster 
. Fred Frawley (Chief Deputy) 


Dr. J.J. Gee (at bottom of the gallows) 


. Dr. J. A. Gentry (at bottom of the gallows) 

. John Gillespie (Day Jailer) 

. Charley Hays (Deputy Criminal Court Clerk) 

. Dr. Cooper Holtzclaw (at bottom of the gallows) 
. Charley Howard 

. Dr. E. Johnson (at bottom of the gallows) 

. Dr. J. E. Johnson (at bottom of the gallows) 

. Eli C. “Silas” Jones (Ed's “Kentucky friend”) 

J. H. Jones 

. Dr. E. E. Kerr (at bottom of the gallows) 

. Esquire Light 

. Henry May 

. Christian Menzler, a German theological student 


at the University of Chattanooga (accompanied Ed) 


. T. R. Moss 
. Dr. J. R. Rathmell (at bottom of the gallows) 
. Dr. C. W. Robertson (accompanied Ed) 


. Dr. J. T. Shepherd (at bottom of the gallows) 
Will T. Shepherd 

Frank Shipp 

Captain Joseph F. Shipp 

O. G. Stone 

J. H. Sykes 

Joshua J. Sykes 

W. E. Wheelock 


44. W. Whitlock 


45. 


Rev. E. E. Wiley (Ed's “spiritual adviser”) 
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Ed is Hanged 


The sheriff said he wanted the entire execution process 

to be as humane as possible. He allowed the ministers to 

ee with Ed until “as near the last moment as possi- 
e. 

“All the necessary appliances” were “secured and put in 
readiness.” The gallows had been tested. The rope dan- 
gled from the top beam, ready to be applied to Eds neck. 
This rope had been “duly tested and stretched.” Captain 
Shipp had the assistance of “three of his most trusted 
deputies” to prepare Ed, but he intended to “spring the 
trap” himself. 

Final Preparations ——— Captain Shipp led the way into 
the death aanber, followed by Ed, then Ed's four ‘spiri- 
tual advisers: Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of the Centenary 
church, Dr. W. C. Robertson, rector of Christ Episcopal 
church, Dr. E. E. Wiley and Christian Menzler. 

Ed was seated in a chair which had been provided for 
the purpose, while religious services were held. He looked 
at the gallows “in a rather scrutinizing manner,” but didn't 
say a word. He wore the black suit which had been pro- 
vided for him, and looked “clean and neat as a pin.” 

One of Ed's spiritual advisers sang a verse of “Rock of 
Ages,’ which was followed by a “most earnest prayer” 
from Dr. Baylor, only a portion of which was published: 


God of the living and dead into Thy hands we launch 
the spirit of our brother. We thank Thee that Thou hast 
forgiven his sins and that Thou has given him great 
courage. May this courage not fail him. Receive him 
into ever-lasting life. 

(Chattanooga News, Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Page 1) 
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Ed's Last Moments — Somewhere around this time—‘“a 
few minutes before he was led to the scaffold’—Ed stated 
that he intended to “die like a Kentuckian.” Soon after all 
this had transpired, Chief Deputy Frawley and Day Jailer 
Gillespie led Ed onto the trap door. He walked to the scaf- 
fold “with a firm tread, and in an equally firm tone, told 
Captain Shipp ... that he had nothing to say.” A black belt 
was Strapped securely around his waist and arms and an- 
other was buckled around his legs. Chief Deputy Frawley 
adjusted the rope which had been tied and made ready 
for Ed. His only “last words” were “Good bye,” which he 
spoke to Dr. J. A. Baylor, pastor of Centenary Methodist 
Church. 

All was then ready for the “fatal fall” and “the deepest 
silence pervaded the death chamber,” which was a “very 
small room.” Captain Shipp uttered the last words Ed ever 
heard on earth: “May the Lord have mercy on your soul.” 
He then “gave the lever a jerk,” and with a click, “the door 
of the trap fell back, and Turner's body shot downward 
like an arrow for five and a half feet.” Thus, “as the clock 
on the court house tower pealed the hour of five’ on the 
afternoon of Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Ed Turner was hanged in 
the Hamilton County jail in Chattanooga, TN. Ed had “pre- 
served a remarkable composure from the time he was no- 
tified that the Governor had refused to interfere, until the 
trap was sprung.’ 

Dr. Cooper Holzclaw, Dr. E. E. Kerr, J. R. Rathmell and 
others kept account of Ed’s pulse. As they did so, Dr. 
Holtzclaw called out the condition of his pulse. In four 
seconds, the pulse “almost stopped beating,’ and then his 
pulse went up to 130 beats per minute. His heart contin- 
ued beating for eleven and a half minutes, after which he 
was pronounced dead, having died by “breaking his neck.” 
Ed was then “cut down’ from the gallows. 

Depending on which news account you accept, the ex- 
act time of his hanging was at either: 4:50 PM, 4:53 PM or 
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5:00 PM. Ed's official time of death—eleven and a half 
minutes later—would have been either: 5:01:30 PM. 
5:04:30 PM or 5:11:30 PM. 

Regardless of what times the newspapers reported for 
the hanging, Captain Shipp had plainly indicated he in- 
tended to wait until 5 PM sharp—and that was the longest 
delay the law allowed. 

Ed's Contribution to Science —— On or before the even- 
ing of Thu, Feb 27, 1908, Ed made an agreement with four 
physicians that, after the trap was sprung, he would, if 
possible, “move his fingers” to let them know he was still 
conscious. When the time finally came, as he was falling— 
but before the rope caught him and tightened around his 
neck—Ed did move a finger, but only “just enough to be 
perceptible.” 
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Ed’s Funeral 


Ed’s personal effects—including his $65 ‘ladies’ watch’ 
which before had belonged to Lillie—were given to Silas 
Jones, to be turned over to George Turner. 

That same night, after the hanging, Ed's body was 
turned over to the coroner—the usual disposition of the 
“white pauper dead.” After this initial, customary transfer, 
he was placed in a “plain coffin.” which had been stained 
with a “dark mahogany effect.” Its lid had a “small glass in- 
serted at the head, and the casket was mounted with sil- 
ver trimmings ... just the kind of casket that is usually fur- 
nished [to] the pauper dead.” 

Those who saw the remains said that “the body seemed 
more to have been in a deep sleep than a lifeless corpse.” 
“His features were natural, and save for the fact that his 
face was pale, there was nothing to indicate that he was a 
victim of the gallows.” The body was prepared for ship- 
ment by Frank West, the “well-known embalmer for L. J. 
Sharp & Co.” 

The casket was taken by Silas Jones, who put it on the 
10:40 PM Cincinnati Southern train, which was headed for 
Lexington, KY. In addition to Silas Jones, it was also ac- 
companied by Sam Frawley—a “young cousin’ of Ed—who 
had arrived in Chattanooga the previous day (Thu, Feb 27, 
1908). The two men had been furnished with tickets, and 
their expenses were fully paid. 

On its way to the old Turner-family home near Shoul- 
der Blade, KY, the casket passed through Lexington, then 
over the Louisville & Nashville railroad to Jackson, KY. 
From Jackson, it went overland the rest of the way, and it 
was expected to arrive “about 11 o'clock,” in the morning 
on Fri, Feb 28, 1908. They planned to bury Ed the day after 
its arrival (Sat, Feb 29) at 10 AM. in the Cotton Patch 
[Cemetery] which this author believes to be located past 
the end of Cotton Patch Rd at: 374611015, -83.4618988— 
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the coordinates of a Turners Cemetery which appears on 
at least one map of the area (there are actually several 
cemeteries by that same name in the county). 

Pieces of Rope —— During the remainder of that week, 
“quite a number of pieces of rope’—claimed to have been 
cut from the rope that Ed was hanged with—were “dis- 
tributed throughout Breathitt County.” Silas Jones visited 
the Breathitt County News office on Mon, Mar 2, 1908, re- 
questing a statement be made: “that the rope used in the 
execution was left in Chattanooga,” and that the pieces 
distributed in Breathitt County “were not cut from the 
rope’ used to hang Ed. 
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Glossary 


All definitions are based on those from 
Wiktionary, unless otherwise indicated 


e Affable — receiving others kindly and conversing with 
them in a free and friendly manner. 


e@ Alienist — A psychiatrist, or an expert in mental illness, 
especially with reference to legal ramifications. 


@ Apace — quickly, rapidly, with speed. 
e Bastile— obsolete form of bastille: a prison or jail 


e Blind baggage — a railway baggage, express, or postal 
car that has no door or opening at one end. especially: 
one immediately behind a tender. (Merriam-Webster) 


e Bridal tour — in Western culture, the custom of a new- 
lywed couple going on a holiday together originated in 
early 19th century Great Britain. Upper-class couples 
would take a "bridal tour,” sometimes accompanied by 
friends or family, to visit relatives who had not been able 
to attend the wedding. The practice soon spread to the 
European continent and was known as voyage a la facon 
anglaise (English style voyage) in France from the 1820s 
on. (Wikipedia) 


@ Capias — (1) the name for several different kinds of 
writs, or court orders, all of which require an officer to 
take the defendant into custody. (legal-dictionarythefree- 
dictionary.com) (2) An arrest warrant; a writ commanding 
buicels to take a specified person or persons into cus- 
tody. 
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e@ Carousal-—a noisy feast or social gathering, often with 
much alcohol consumption. 


e@ Cats-paw/ cats-paw — someone who acts in another's 
interest, unknowingly or through trickery. 


e Christian Endeavor boy—a male member of the “Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavour’ (author) 


e@ Circle — (when speaking of a jail feature) possibly re- 
ferring to a ‘rotary jail,” a type of jail designed so that the 
cells were arranged in a circular configuration on a rotat- 
able platform to access individual cells more safely. They 
typically began malfunctioning after some time and after- 
ward were operated as normal jails. 


e “Clear their skirts’ — probably, to rid oneself of blame 
(author) 


e@ Debauch — an orgy. 


e Demi-monde/ demimonde — (chiefly historical (19th- 
century France)) a class of women maintained by wealthy 
protectors; female courtesans or prostitutes as a group. 


e Depradation — (an act causing) damage or destruction, 
eg. “The entire area has suffered the depredations of 
war. 


@ Deprecation — An imprecation or curse. 
e Died game — Maintained a bold, unyielding spirit to the 


last; Died fighting. (Webster's Revised Un-abridged Dictio- 
nary, published 1913 by G. & C. Merriam Co.) 
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e Dissipation — a dissolute course of life, in which health, 
money, etc. are squandered in pursuit of pleasure; pro- 
fuseness in immoral indulgence, as late hours, riotous liv- 
ing, etc. 


e Dissolute — recklessly abandoned to sensual pleasures. 


e Drooping mouth — refers to a mouth with down-turned 
corners. (author) 


e@ Flourish —To make bold, sweeping movements with. 


@ Garret — an attic or semi-finished room just beneath 
the roof of a house. 


@ Goods box — A box used to transport and store house- 
hold goods. (author's definition). 


@ Grip— (archaic) a small traveling-bag or grip-sack. 
@ Grip-sack — (colloquial, dated) A traveler's bag. 


e Habitue — a person who may be regularly found in or 
at a particular place or kind of place (Merriam-Webster) 


e Imprecation — the act of invoking evil upon someone; A 
curse, or a prayer that a curse or calamity may befall 
someone. 


e Kid gloves — gloves made from the skin of a young 
lamb or goat—a particularly fine, soft material. 


@ Maudlin — affectionate or sentimental in an effusive, 
tearful, or foolish manner, especially because of drunken- 
ness. [from 17th c.] 
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e@ Mobile gin — The only other reference I have found to 
this beverage was the line: “The scheme is possibly a bet- 
ter advertisement for the potency of Mobile gin than any- 
thing else,” in The Palm Beach Post, FL, Feb 20, 1927, Page 
22. The article was about a golfing fanatic named Doe 
Grahame—or Leo D. Grahame, according to one source— 
who attempted to drive a golf ball across the country 
from his home town of Mobile, AL to the Pacific coast. ..So 
it must have been gin which was either produced in Mo- 
bile, AL or processed there in some way. 


e Perfecto—a large, tapered cigar (not a brand name). 


e@ Prepossessing — attracting confidence, favor, esteem, 
or love. 


e Propound — to put forward: to offer for discussion or 
debate. 


e Rapine — the seizure of someone's property by force. 


e Reprieve — the cancellation or postponement of a pun- 
ishment. 


e@ Repudiate —to reject the truth or validity of: to deny. 


e Reticent — (1) keeping ones thoughts and opinions to 
oneself. 


e@ Scuttle hole — a small opening in a wall or roof fur- 
nished with a lid. (Merriam-Webster) 


e Shrievalty — the office, jurisdiction, or tenure of a Sher- 
iff. 
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e@ Spoke works — a factory where wheels and spokes are 
made. 


e@ Stopping — staying for the night, or perhaps for a rest. 
(author) 


e Subterfuge — an indirect or deceptive device or Strata- 
gem. 


e@ Surcease — cessation; stop; end. 

e@ Talesman [talzmen] — someone summoned to a jury 
when a ‘tales” is awarded, to make up numbers. (See 
Tales) 

@ Tales [taléz] — a writ for summoning substitute jurors 
when the original jury has become deficient in number 
(Oxford). 


e Teetauie — capable of being easily led, taught, or man- 
aged. 


e@ Trusty-—a prisoner granted special privileges. 
e Uxoricide— one who murders his or her wife. 
e@ Venireman-—a potential juror summoned for duty. 


e@ Workhouse — a prison for sentences which include 
manual labour. 
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People 


Most of the people closely involved with this story are 
listed below, followed by links to their suspected Find-A- 
Grave memorials and Family Search ID's, when available. 
Most of these memorials and ID's seem very likely to be 
correctly attributed, but I dont guarantee any of them— 
they are offered here as starting points for your own re- 
search. Many webpages linked to from here will in turn, 


have links to other relatives. 


Ed, Lillie and Relatives 


Lou (Fletcher?) Burcham 

Mother of Lillie (Burcham) Turner, Simeon Kelly “Sim” 
Burcham, Maloney “Mellison” Burcham (daughter) 
and Martha Burcham (daughter). 

She claimed that “her name was Whitaker before her 
marriage. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 214087280 


Family Search ID: K201-YWC 


Simeon Kelly “Sim” Burdham 
Brother of Lillie (Burcham) Turner 
Find A Grave Memorial# 214518987 
Family Search ID: LDCZ-P6B 











George Combs 

Ed Turner's brother-in-law. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 219085263 
Family Search ID: 9F9P-G3L 
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E. C. Jones 
Uncle of Ed Turner. He took Ed's body to Breathitt Co, KY. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 27695515 


Lillie (Buréham) Turner 

Her real name was: Calista Alifaire “Lillie” (Burcham) 
Turner. Daughter of Mrs. Lou Burcham. She was killed by 
her husband, Ed Turner. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 204355374 


Family Search ID: GWFP-TXS 


Ned “Ed” Turner 

Killed his wife, Lillie (Buréham) Turner. Brother of George 
and Eliza Turner 

Find A Grave Memorial# 206383799 


Family Search ID: GH95-LD] 


Friends and Associates 


Mamie Beaty 
Was handling Lillie Turner's laundry around Apr 1907. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 207206040 


Family Search ID: GOHY-Y2S 


William Sidney “Sid” Cole 
Betrayed Ed Turner to the officers for $50. 


Family Search ID: LCDY-3BY 


W. G. Diley M. D. from Millersburg, KY 

His name was actually Wilson Glass Dailey. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 203697173 

Family Search ID: KPD2-TCT 
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Dave/Dudley D. Edwards 

Hunted down Ed Turner and told Sheriff Shipp of his 
whereabouts. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 218560841 


Family Search ID: G4GK-GI11 


J. E. Jones 

One of two acquaintances who accompanied Ed and Lillie 
to Chattanooga. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 102410301 


William F. Maffett 
Ed Turner's business partner in Cartersville, GA. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 36277948 


Family Search ID: GM4K-SS5 





Frank A. Pogue 

A “well-known contractor.” 

Find A Grave Memorial# 143487537 
Family Search ID: GHW7-ZFB 








Frank F. Reeves 

One of two acquaintances who accompanied Ed and Lillie 
to Chattanooga. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 12320115 

Family Search ID: KGHH-TPN 








Fanny Warren 

“Housemistress” of the boarding house where Lillie was 
Staying in Atlanta. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 109548844 

Her relatives: Family Search ID: G3GD-7YP 
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Witnesses 


Dave Bass 

A conductor on the Alton Park line. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 79318412 
Family Search ID: L8W5-3CZ 


Mrs. Elizabeth Cope 

Lived in St. Elmo, at the corner of the “old mountain road” 
and Georgia Ave, 

Find A Grave Memorial# 143295712 











The Three Crow/Crowe Brothers 
Rode the Incline with Ed and Lillie. Links for Fred T. Crow: 
Find A Grave Memorial# 26876038 


Family Search ID: LVX6-CBO 


George Washington Drinnon 
Incline station agent. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 120001492 


Family Search ID: MWWC-RNY 


Mrs. Will C. Griscom 

Emma (Norris) Griscom 

Find A Grave Memorial# 143434550 
Family Search ID: LGH6-XNH 











Levi Felton “Doc” Harris 

The “mysterious countryman’ who followed Ed and Lillie: 
Family Search ID: LTNM-TPC 

His father’s memorial: 

Find A Grave Memorial# 50919056 
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William Preston Holland 
Assistant station master at the Union Depot. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 74279334 


Family Search ID: LKQ3-MZ9 


Isaac Baker “Ike” Hollomon 
Clerk of the Connor house, where Ed and Lillie stayed. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 219969738 


Family Search ID: KZ7Y-TYP 


George Alexander Kilgore 

Streetcar motorman and conductor. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 219948026 
Family Search ID: K46R-Y7N 











Will Powell 
One of the two boys who discovered Lillie’s body. 


John Holsworth “Hosie” Younger 
One of the two boys who discovered Lillie’s body. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 143496308 


Family Search ID: L2FR-1X1 
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Officers 


Dudley Callum Bailey 

Deputy Sheriff of Lee Co, KY 

Find A Grave Memorial# 76895928 
Family Search ID: KH4P-Y9J 


Bob Bice 

Deputy Sheriff of Hamilton County, TN. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 143286328 
Family Search ID: L5SXJ-Y6N 











Fred Frawley 
Hamilton County, TN deputy. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 181642809 


Family Search ID: GMGM-CSW 


George Washington Kirklin/Kirklen 
Deputy Sheriff of Hamilton County, TN. 
Find A Grave Memorial# 185612123 


Family Search ID: 904K-4L] 


Marion Perkins 

Hamilton County, TN deputy. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 143485233 
Family Search ID: LV4F-W8S 











Harry G. Rogers 

Law officer from Lee Co, KY 

Find A Grave Memorial# 35630484 
Family Search ID: LHFK-MFO 








Captain Joseph Franklin Shipp 
Sheriff of Hamilton Co, TN. 

Find A Grave Memorial# 41992575 
Family Search ID: MMNS-8WP 
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James Potter Sizemore 
Sheriff of Lee Co, KY 
Find A Grave Memorial# 124275129 


Family Search ID: G3VG-ZXN 
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Resources 


A hint for troublesome websites — If a page doesn't load 
completely or correctly—especially if a needed feature 
isn't present and usable—copy the tab (by Ctrl+Dragging 
the tab to an empty position on the tab bar) and let the 
copied tab load until it catches up with—or almost with— 
the original, then close the original tab. Sometimes this 
must be done several times before it's successful and 
sometimes youre better off closing the copy and recopy- 
ing the original. If youre using /nternet Explorer, either 
press Ctrl+K or right-click the tab and click “Duplicate.” 


Atlanta City Directory 


These are available at: https://archive.org/ They have an 
online viewer so you won't have to download the (exces- 
sively large) pdf or epub files. 

Most editions are downloadable in several file formats, 
including txt (OCR’ed '), pdf and epub. The txt file sizes 
range from around | to 8 MB. Files in the other formats 
can be more than 100 MB. OCRed text requires some skill 
to make sense of at times, but it can be very useful. 

Below are links to the editions used in this research 
project. Most of them were issued in January of the years 
they were printed for. 


The 1898 edition 

The 1903 edition 

The 1905 edition 

The 1906 edition 

The 1907 edition contains a letter of recommendation 
dated Thu, Nov 8, 1906. 


1 OCR: Optical Character Recognition 
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A want ad for information gatherers was dated Sun, 
Sep 2, 1906, which ran approximately: 


MEN WANTED — 40 young, sober, native 
Atlanta men to gather the information 

for the 1907 city directory: must be able 

to write with a pen very eligibly /sic] * and 
give good Atlanta reference: hours 7:30 

to 5, salary $1.50 to $3 per day. Work 

can be had every day in the year and a 
possible salary of $50 a week by the right 
man. Apply by letter to "Atlanta City 
Directory." * 


The expected “delivery” date of the 1907 directory of 
Mon, Dec 17, 1906 was announced on Sat, Dec 8, 1906. 4 

This gives a period from about September until mid-De- 
cember 1906 that the information was gathered. 

The 1908 edition contains a recommendation dated 
Tue, Sep 10, 1907. 

The 1909 edition was issued Fri, Dec 10, 1909. It men- 
tions past event dates from Sun, Nov 15, 1908 through Sat, 
Dec 25, 1909. This appears to disagree with the Stated is- 
sue date of Fri, Dec 10, 1909. 





The 1910 edition 
The 1912 edition 
The 1913 edition 
The 1918 edition 
The 1922 edition 








2 Certainly they meant /egibly instead of eligibly 
3 The Atlanta Constitution, Sep 2, 1906, Page 3 
4 The Atlanta Constitution, Dec 8,1906, Page 1 


Resources 169 


Books 


Atlanta, GA Fire 

Turner Publishing Company 

Aug 17, 2001 

Section 8, Page 89 (from Google Books) 
See article: The Georgia Hotel Fire 





Hardware and Housefurnishing Goods, Volume 7 

Pg 78 

I believe this book contains multiple issues of a periodical, 
So “page number 78” might not be anywhere near the 78th 
page of the volume. The page of interest is for the month 
of April, 1920. 


Cemetery Records 


Find-A-Grave search page 
Billion Graves 


Maps 


Bing Maps 

Google Maps 

Historic Aerials 

Open Street Map 

1911 Sanborn® Fire Insurance Maps for Georgia 
(..these are divided into four volumes) 

Fulton Co, GA parcel search 

Bird's Eye View of Atlanta (map) 

Sanborn® Fire Insurance Maps for Frankfort, KY 
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Genealogy 


Ancestry.com 


Family Search 
My Heritage.com 


World Connect Project 
Ed Turner's Ancestry 











Newspapers Referenced 
(arranged by state, then by city) 


Florida 
The Palm Beach Post 
West Palm Beach, Palm Beach Co, FL 


Georgia 
The Atlanta Cacia 
Atlanta, Fulton Co, GA 


Atlanta Georgian and News 
Atlanta, Fulton Co, GA 


The Cartersville News 
Cartersville, Bartow Co, GA 


Kentucky 
The Citizen 
Berea, Madison Co, KY 


Breathitt County News 
Jackson, Breathitt Co, KY 


The Courier-Journal 
Louisville, Jefferson Co, KY 


Resources 171 


The Mt Sterling Advocate 
Mount Sterling, Montgomery Co, KY 


The Paducah Evening Sun 
Paducah, McCracken Co, KY 


Missouri 
The Sedalia Democrat 
Sedalia, Pettis Co, MO 


Ohio 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Cincinnati, Hamilton Co, OH 


Tennessee 
Chattanooga Daily Times 
Chattanooga, Hamilton Co, TN 


Chattanooga News 
Chattanooga, Hamilton Co, TN 


The Chattanooga Star 
Chattanooga, Hamilton Co, TN 


The Tennessean 
Nashville, Davidson Co, TN 
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Newspaper Websites 


Ancestry.com 
My Heritage.com 


Georgia Digital Library 

Kentucky Digital Library 

Newspapers.com 

Newspaper Archive.com 

Google Newspapers (I didn't find anything useful for this 
project in these, but here's the link anyway) 
Chronicling America 

Breathitt County News. 

Fulton History 

Jackson, KY newspaper 

Chattanooga Newspapers 

















Other 


Fold3 

Post Offices 

Inflation Data: 

Handbook of Labor Statistics, published by the US. De- 
partment of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics 


SSDI (Social Security Death Index): Sorted By Name 
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